Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



]K Google 



A WeSTDOOK 

B JCKueAUCM CHAMBER DKANKRY 
C BAPXISTBaeV 'LITTUt POB.T«'co«HBJe" 

D Soi-OMO"a F^ncM 

B NOITTM XRAWetPT 

r South tkanse^t 
QCRocaifta o^nave *MoTRANew"Ta 

H M.AMBOl-KrOKV 
1 S. AMOWLATORV 



O'fUKni^mrt^ *-r 




jkCoo^Ic 



ABBEY 



K s'^ BmwcetcTS OMntL 

M SANCTOAHV 

N CONFCftaeKa.CHAPCL 

^ P CJOHM .OA^XlST 

a S^ CJOMUND 
X CHANTRV X CHAPTER HOUSE. 

U MEMRY VII CHAPH.V S^'FAITH'S CMA^tL 
VN.A1fiue - -■ Z. THt ^YX 
WS.AtSLE - - 



jkGoo^Ic 



]K Google 






jkCoo^Ic 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 



]K Google 



]K Google 



]K Google 



jkCoo^Ic 



]K Google' 



jkCoo^Ic 



WESTMINSTER 
ABBEY 

By 
GE TROUTBECK 

Illustrated by 
F • D • BEDFORD 



" Here'i an acre, mwn Indeed, 
With the richeat royilUit leed, 
That the earth did e'er drialt In, 
Since the fint roan if A for iln. 
. ■ ■ Here are landa, ignoble thinga, 
Dropt from the ruin'd aidea of kingi. 
Here'a a world of pomp and atate, 
Buried in dutt, once dead by bXt." 

Prahos Beadhont. 



LONDON 

METHUEN & CO 

BOSTON 

L. C. PAGE & COMPANY 

MDCCCC 



jKGooglc 




jkCoo^Ic 



TO MV FATHER S MEMORY 

a. E. T. 



ir mnta, u rKAcnim that triiMoni, 



]K Google 



]K Google 



PREFACE 

IF Dean Stanley, writiog the Preface to hu cele- 
, brated ** Mcmoriali (5^ WeKminrtcr Abbey," 
nearly thirty yeart ago, felt impelled to aay that 
" after all that has been written on the Abbey, 
it would be absurd for any modem work to make 
pretenaioot to more than a re-arrangement of 
already exittiog materials " — how much more 
truly may the same be said of these pages, which 
appear after many new and valuable contributions 
to the Abbey literature. 

This little book does not claim to treat ex- 
haustively of so vast a subject as the Abbey of 
Westminster, rither from the architectural or 
historical point of view. Neither does it pre- 
tend to describe and enumerate every single 
grave and monument within the Church wd 
precincts. That were indeed hr beyond lU 
scope. Its aim is, firstly, to serve as a popular 
guide, and secondly, to arouK interest in the 
Airther study of this, our most famous national 
monument, oar most sacred and beautiful place 
of worship. 

G. E.T. 
WESTHiKaru, 1S99. 
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KHATiaW' rnoH' thk Lire o* «^EeMi'MWD-ir 
CHAPTER I 

A ncITCH OP THI ABBEY KIBTORr 



IT U often taid that the "aget of fiuth" bi« 
put, and if theic " aget u iaith " an held 
to be timn ia which men expreucd tbcir n- 
Hgioiu KDtiineDt by iikwii of building p^atial 
Dionatcic hoiuu, and by maiDtaioiog a gorgeAitt 
ceremonial, thm the sayii^ ia oadoidMcdly trae. 
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

The devotion which in the Middle Ages 
took the outward form of fouadiDg and endow- 
ing monasteriet, and of rearing and adorning 
splendid churches, now tends to turn its energies 
to the spread of education and the relief of 
bodily necessities, and is perhaps a little apt to 
depreciate that which is not obriously and im- 
mediately useful. 

This being so, the glorious buildings left to us 
by those " ages of &ith " should be all the more 
treasured, as much for their spiritual significance 
38 for their beauty, and among these none is 
more precious to the Anglo-Saxon race than 
the great church known throughout the civilised 
world as Westminster Abbey. By a curious 
combination of circumstances this place has 
become to us Anglo-Saxons the central hearth 
of home, so closely is it interwoven with every 
phase of our natjonal life. Other churches there 
may be, more stately in position, like Durham, 
more absolutely perfect and harmonious in form, 
like Salisbury, but none so dear to English hearts. 
The familiar name bears witness to a state of 
things long past. The church is called West- 
minster AMwy, i.i. the church of the " Abbey " 
or monastery so called, but few of those who 
vint it realise that this is no longer its right 
name, for since the time of Henry VIII. the 
monastery, or, "Abbey of Westminster," strictly 
speaking, has ceased to exist, save ft>r a lew 
jKars' revival under Mary Tudor, and the legal 
title of the church is that given to it by 
Elizabeth, « The Colle^ate Church of St Peter 



SKETCH OP THE ABBEY HISTORY 

ia/WettmiDBter." Nevertheleu, the old, vener- 
ated Dame renuioS) canTing with h tmperith- 
aUe memariet of at] that it best and greater 
in the hittory of our r»ce. 

To write the hiitory of Weitmintter Abbey 
would be to write the greater part of the history 
of England iuelf, but no " gnide " to We«t- 
minsttr Abbey could be intelligible without ume 
short sketch of the inain features of its history, 
an outline of which muu be attempted here. 

The site itself is of no small interest, as it gave 
its name to the earl; monastery for many years. 
" Thoroey Isle " w well known as the place on 
which WestRunster stands, and curiously enough, 
two Imposing theories are put forward to account 
fijr the choice of this spot as the site of a 
monaatery. The most commonly received Dpim<ui 
is that in its lonely retirement it was a suitable 
place for a religious house, but a modem writer 
oa \Vestiiunster armies with some force that 
Thomey was not lonely and desolate, that it was, 
on the contrary, an important halting-place at 
the end of the great Roman road, afterwards 
known as Wading Street, and a point at which 
the Thames was fordable. 

Thomey Isle, one of several little islands in 
the Thames, is about 470. yards long and 370 
yards broad, and has on the east the Thames, on 
the north and south small streams, while on the 
west there was a moat called the Long Ditch, 
wUch followed the line of Princes Street and 
Delahay Street. 

In.early days the ntardtes throng which ran the 
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

IHtte river Eye (the Krtam which gave its name 
to Tyburn) covered all the land known later a* 
St Jamet's Park^ Tothill Fields, and even Eari'a 
Court and part of Chelsea. South of the river 
the marsh extended over Rotherhithe, Bermond- 
«ey, Southwark, Lambeth, Vauxhall, and pan 
of Battersea. Amid this ^'watery waste" rose 
Thoroey I«le, called " die terrible place," and 
eaid to have been at one time covered with the 
thickets which gave the island ita name, and in 
which roamed the wild ox and targe red deer. 
Speaking of Thomey Isle, Dean Stanley add*, 
"on like islands aroBe the cadiedral and town of 
Ely and the Abbey of Croyland, the Abbey 
of Glastonbury and the Castle- Cathedral of 
Limerick. On sach another grew up a still 
more exact pertllel— Notre Dame at Paris, 
with the palace of the Kings close by." 

The early history of Westminster is but dimly 
descried through a mist of leg«id and monastic 
tradidon. One story tells of a Temple of Apotio, 
the first building on this site, said to have been 
shaken down by an earthquake about a.d. i J4, 
to be followed by a Christian church built here 
by Lucius, a British king, a.d. 176 or 184. 

This King Lucius is said by Bede to have 
written to Pope Eleutherius in A.a 156, praying 
for ioHtracdon in the Christian religion. Aliei 
he and his people Were converted to Christianity, 
Lucius is said to have nvcted churches on the 
'sites of the temple of Apollo at Thomey, and of 
the temple of Diana where St Paul's now stands. 
Another version of the story says diat Lucius 
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SKETCH OF THE ABBEY HISTORY 

rcMored two chuichei which had been , *uper- 
•eded by heatbea temple* during the per«ecutioa 
under Diocletian. 

Kug Lucius, wc hew, aft«^arda reagsed hia 
crowB and went forth with his tisttt JEmerita 
to erangeliM) what it now Eaiteni Switzerland. 
He ii nid to hare been martyred at Coire in 
the Grisoaa, where hia reUca and thoie of lua 
aiater are still shown in the cathedral which bear* 
hia name. 

We approach nearer to history when we oome 
to the second traditional fbuader of the Abbof 
of Westminster. 

Sebert, first Christian king of the Eaat^axons, 
was claimed bjr the Norman monks a the 
founder of their numastery, and a tomb, aaid 
to be that of King Sebert and his wife Ethel- 
godai has alwaya exiated at Westminater j it waa 
moved into the Confewor't church, and after- 
wards into that of Henry III. This tomb* 
always known at Sebert'a, will be more fully 
described in a later chapter. Bede aaya that 
Sebert waa a nephew of King Ethelbert, and 
that he was converted about 4.D. 603 or 604 
by St Augustine. A curious little passage about 
this ancient chiuch at Tharney occurs in 
Fabyan's Chronicle — Fabyan taking the view 
that Sebert was not a king, hut a citizen oi 
London. "This fbrenamed Etheibeit," he lays, 
" excyted a dweller or cytezen of London to 
make a church or chapdU in the worship at 
Seynt Peter, in the west ead of Lodoo, then 
called Tbonieyi and not th« towne of West" 
5 
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myntter, ywhicb that tyme was forgrowen with 
basihes and bryres excedyoglye, where the »ayde 
cytezeD began and buylded the fyrtte churche 
of Westminster in y" htmour of Scynt Peter — " 

In another passage on ^e foundation of the 
Abbey, Fabyan alludes to the tradition current 
"in die same Abbey of Westmynsrer, where 
of lyketyhode the inoost certaynte is to be had, 
it is to be regystyred y' this sayd churche was a 
temple of y° Britons looge or they receywed the 
fayth of Grist, and in y* tyme of their Cristen 
Kyng Lucius, it was hallowed of Augustyne 
and hit felowcs ; and secundarylye it was re- 
edyfyed by Sebertus, than kynge of Est-Saxons 
or Essex, aboute the tyme whan Ethelbert, 
kynge of Kent, buylded Scynt Panics churche 
<rf London — " 

Dart, the early eighteenth century historian of 
the Abbey, takes the view that King Sebert 
really did build a church at Tbomey on the 
ate of a ruined Pagan temple. 

The oft-told story of the consecration of 
Sebert's church, although a legend which belongs 
to a later date, will find a fitting place here : — 

It was on a stormy Sunday night during 
the reign of King Sebert, the eve of the very 
day fixed by Mellitua, Bishop of London, for 
the consecration of Sebert s ntwly-finished 
church at Thomey, that one Edrie, a fisherman, 
was casting his nets into the Thaflies. His 
attention was arrested by a voice calling fitHn 
the opposite shore at Lambeth, and crossing, he 
foimd there a venerable stranger in ibreign garb, 
6 
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who desired to be ferried over to Thorney Itle. 
Edrie complred with the reqnett, and when tb«y 
landed the stranger left him and went at once 
to the church. While Edrie waited by die 
ahorej behold 1 the air grew bright with celeitial- 
spleodoura, 'there is not in the mooaatery dark- 
neM or shadow ; ' choirs of angels ascended and 
descended on a ladder which reached ftom- 
heaven to earth, with singing, sweet odours of 
incense, and flaming tapers. The lislierman 
remained gazing at the wonder, aitd caught 
nothing all night At last the stranger re- 
turned, and spoke thus to Edrie, ' I am Peter, 
keeper of the keya of Heaven. When Mcllitus 
arrives to-morrow, tell him what you have seen, 
and show him the token that I, St Peter, hare 
consecrated my own church of St Peter, West- 
minster, and have anticipated the Bishop of 
London. For yourself, go out into the riyer ; 
you will catch a plenti&l supply of fish, whereof 
the larger part shall be salmon. This I have 
granted on two conditions — first, that you nevef 
fish again on Sundays ; secondly, that you pay 
a tithe of them to the Abbey of Westminster.' 

The next day Bishop Mellitus began to 
prepare for the solemnities of the consecratioD. 
When he and the king arrived at the appointed 
hour at the church, they were met by Edrie, 
who had a salmon in his hand, which he pre- 
sented to the Inshop from St Peter. He then 
pointed out to the Inshop the marks of con- 
secration ; '* the bishop, who recognises the 
signs, believes all his words : the church he see*' 
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ipmUed, aad marJuNl with twelve croMes; 
wittuD, without, the walls moineoed, t^rinkled 
with holy water; and the alphabet on the 
pavement written 4i<tifictly twice, and the marks 
of the oil ; aad, chief of the miraclee, the 
remaios of the candles, " 

Such i« the medixral story of the cooKCration 
of WetUBiDBter Ahbe^. The legeod i« to us 
ioteresbog apd picturesque, and ig capable of 
heanog a lofty symbolical ivterpretation, but it 
alio has been very uieful at a leg^ document, 
Ibr it ha* more than once decided the question 
of the right of the Abbey to a tithe of salmon. 

SulcarduB, the monk, the earliest historian of 
l^e Abbey, nays that the church stood neglected 
after the death of Sebert until the time of Offa, 
the eountry having relapsed into heathendom 
under $ebert's sons. Ofla, king of the MercianSi 
is mi to have restored Sebert's church, and to 
have hoDOurBd Thoruey in a special manner by 
depositing there the coronation robes and regalia. 
A charter of King Of&, dated a.d. 78$, grant- 
ing and confirming lands and privileges to the 
Abl>ey-T-to the Church of St Peter "atThomey, 
in the terrible place " — is extant, and is [Hreserved 
among the archives of the church. 

After Offa'a time the little monastery wag 
probably over-run and pillaged by the Danes, 
but it is said to have \xea restored by Dunstan, 
who obtained a charter from King Edgar in a-d. 
960. This is also preserved among the archives, 
and can be seen, aa can alao the charter of Offa 
in the Chapter-house. 
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Dunnan did much to revive the Benedictioe 
order in England, and we are told that he 
tmnifbt here twelve monlu from Glatbmbury, 
that monastery being one of the very tew to 
eacape (he depredations of the Danes. 

It is evideot that a church existed here befatt 
the time of the CoofesBar, as Harold, «on of 
Canute, was baried hero, and afterwards dia-- 
interred by order of Hardicaoute. Ai the 
old Life of the Coofessor says: '^Aod be 



out of church ; head and body be throws into 
the Thames. The Danes drew it from the 
water, and caused it to be buried in the cemetery 
of the Danes " (St CIcmeDt Danes). 

So &r the half legendary story goes. We 
reach a firm footing as we now conae to the 
days of the Confessor. 

In ^e year aj>. JO42, on the death of Hardi- 
Canute at Lambeth, Edward, son of Etfaelred 
and Emma, returned from hia exile in Normandy, 
was proclaimed king, and was crowned at 
Windiester. 

Once settled in his kingdom, and having 
strengthened his position by marrying Earl 
Godwin's daughter Editha, King Edward (whom 
we call the Contessor) bethought him of a 
solemn vow be had once made while in a forviga 
land, when be aa yet despaired of ever return- 
ing to his native country. In an old Norman- 
French life of the Coofenor, the vow is given 
thus : ** Sir£ Saint Peter, under whose ud I put 
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myaelf and my property, be to me a shield and 
protectioD againit the tyrant Danish plans: Be 
to me lord and friend aguDsi all my enemiea. 
To thy service I entirely give myself up, and 
well I TOW to you and promise you, when I 
shall be of strength and age, to Rome I will 
make my pilgKmage, where you and your com- 
panion Saint Paul suffered manyrdom." 

Edward now proposed to fulfil this vow, but 
the English were naturally unwilling that their 
king, who had only juat returned, should under- 
take BO long and perilous a journey. The re- 
monsb'ances of the nobles and the lamentations 
of the people prevailed, and Edward resolved 
to send an embassy to the Pope to ask under 
what condi^ons he might be released from his 
TOW. In reply, the Pope absolved the king from 
the literal performance of his promise, but en- 
joined instead the building or restoration of a 
religious house to be dedicated to St Peter. 

Tradition slates that while the king was yet 
in uncertainty as to where he riiould bestow his 
bene&cUon, a timely message was brought by 
a holy hermit of Worcestershire, one Wulsinus, 
tellmg of a wondrous viuon in which St Peter 
had appeared to him. St Peter had bidden him 
tell the king that he was released from his vow, 
saying at the same time, " I have a place in the 
west of London, which I myself^ chose, and 
which I love. This formerly I consecrated 
with my own hands, honoured with my presence, 
and made It illustrious by divine miracles. The 
name of the place is Thorocy, whibh once, foz 
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the siaa of the people, being given to the (iiry 
of barbarians, from being rich ia become poor, 
from being atately, low, and from honour il 
become contemptible. Thia let the king, by 
my coromaod, repair and make it a houte of 
monks, adom it with stately towers, and endow 
it with large rereaoea. There shall be no le«« 
than the House of God and the Gates of 
HeaTcn." 

The little church at Thorney was probaUy 
frinfaer endeared to the Coofrasor as the scene 
of a miraculous cure and a miraculous visioa. 

It ia related that a crippled Irishman, Michael 
by name, who sate in the road between the 
Palace and the Chapel of St Peter, told how 
St Peter had promised him that he ^ould be 
cured if the king would hirasrff carry him to 
the monastery. The Confessor promptly con- 
sented, carrying the man "on his own royal 
neck " in spite of scoffs and remonstrance* from 
his courtiers. The king carried the cripple to 
the foot of the high altar, where he waa re- 
stored to perfect health, and left his stool behind 
him as a trophy. 

On another occasion, when Edward was at 
Mass here, a child, "pure and bright Hke a 
spirit," appeared to hini in the consecrated 
elements, and blessed him. Earl Leofric of 
Mercia and his wife Godiya were present, and 
witnessed the miracle. 

But doubtless other considerations, of a more 
mundane kind, helped to influence Edward's 
dedsion. Thomey was coavenient, there wai 
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already a royal reiidencB there, the Abbot 
Eadwise waa an advuer aod great fiieiul of 
the kiogi and thus it ended that Tborney waa 
chowD aa the site of the new monastery. The 
church wai began in the year 10501 and waa 
buih io the then new Nonnaa nyle. An ancient 
description of it. will be quoted hereafter. 

The eaatem portiooi that ia, the Cboir and 
Traoseptt, were ready for dedication in 106$, 
and 00 lonocenta' X>ay, December a8th, 1065, 
the cbuToh waa coniecrated. The king, aeized 
with ilbieM, could not be present, and Queen 
Editha had to repreaeot him. The ceremony 
was perfbnned by Archbishop Stigaod. There 
an three charters of Edward the Confessor 
extant, by which he bestows aod confirms lands 
and privileges on the Abbey. The conditions 
most intereating to us in our day are, first, the 
exemption of the monks from all juriadiction save 
that of the Pc^ aod the Kingi and secondly, 
the devgnatjon of the Abbey Church aa the 
place where English sovereigns were for the 
fiiture to be crowned. The authnticity of tbeie 
charters has been called in question, but t)iey 
bold good for all practical purposes. 

Skiog Edward lingered on fof a few days alter 
the oonteoration, and died on Januaty 5ih, 1066. 
He was buried the next day— the Feast of the 
Epipluray — before the high altar of hie new 
church. The Abbey Church and its adj0H)i*g 
bvildings were not, of coune, completed by die 
Confessor, but the work was coaunned by his 
Norman aucoesaora, and is said to have been 
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tidahed about a century aftn the C<MifeMor'« 
foundatioD. 

TranbloiM timea followed Edwd'a deatk. 
Harold the Saxon wai crowned directly after 
the funeral, his being the first c£ the long line 
of coronuiona at WeatminBter. Then came the 
Norman ioTanon, the Battle of Haatiogs witli 
all ita consequences, and the next erent of great 
importance in the hiitoiy of the AUwjr is the 
coronation ti William the Conqueror on Christi* 
mat Day, 1 066, bf Aidred, Archbishop of 
York. 

The Conqueror confirmed the cfaartera of 
Edward the Confeaaor, and bestowed more landa 
on the Abbey, but he insisted om Windsor being 
given up to him in exchange for other ettatea, 
hardly so nloa)^. 

We must now paa« on to creota which took 
place in the next century. In the year 1 163, 
Edward the Confessor was oanonized by the 
Pope, v4iile his remains were temored from tfactr 
original resting-place, and laid b a stately ahrine 
prepared by King Henry II. Both Henry II. 
and Thomas a Becket were present at this great 
ceremony, which took place on October 13th, 
and is called the first trandatton <^ King Edward 
the Confessor. (We may note that "Con- 
feMor" means a man who has taffercd for the 
faith of Christ without actual shedding of blood. 
In Edward's case the name refers to hi* exile 
by the heathen Danes.) 

This Was a very important time in the history 

of tiM monastery for other reasoni^ as, during the 

.>3 
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Tdgns of the two abbott, Laurence ( 1 1 $g- 
ii7j), and Walter (1175.1191), the abbots 
of Westmiiuter obtaued from the Pope the 
privilege of wearii^ the mitre, ring and glares, 
and the farther dignity of a right to wear the 
dalmatica, tunic and aandaJ*, which were part of 
the episcopal' habit, and conferred only on abbots 
of great and important hoiuet. Weumiaitcf 
cooid now. boast a "mitred abbot," who in 
later days had a seat on the episcopal beoch in 
the Hoose of Lords, next after the bishops. 
The entire exemption of the Abbey from the 
jurisdiction of the Bishop of London was finally 
and fbrnull^ tettled daring the early years of 
Henry IIL's reign. 

The thirteenth century ushers in a new era in 
the Abbey history. It was a period of stimDg 
interest throughout Europe, for the great nations 
of the modern world were taking something of 
the shape in which we now Icnow them, and a 
general religious rerival is witnessed to by the 
rise of the Francitcao and Dominican orders, 
whose Founders, St Francis of Assisi (1183- 
I3i6) and St Dominic (1170-1334) had 
obtained from the Pope the formal recognition 
of their respective orders just about the time of 
Henry- III.'s accetuon. 

The adoration paid to the Vir^n Mary was a 
marked feature of the time, and was more specially 
insisted upon by some of the leading spirits io 
the Franciscan order. This increased worship 
or veneration of the mother of our Lord ex- 
pressed itself in those numerous Lady Chapds 
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built at the eastern cod of so inany of our great 
cathedrals and churches. 

Wettminatcr wa« not b^ind ia tbU mpcct, 
for Henry III., in the early years of his reiga, 
built his beautiful Lady Cb^l at Wettmitwter, 
on the site of what is now known as Henry VII. '( 
Chapel. Some anthiHities state that Henry III. 
laid the foundation stone on Whitsun Eve (May 
i6th), 1110, the day before his second corona- 
tion; others say that the chapel was so near 
completion that it was contecrated on duit day, 
and that the king laid his spurs as an offering 
npon the altar. 

Twenty-6re years later, in 134$, Henry III. 
began a woric of which he had long dreamed, 
namely, the boilding of a great church in the 
new style of aichitecttire he had seen in France, 
to the honour of Edward the Confetsor. 

" This Prince having a prodigious Value ^ 
the Memory of holy St Edward," sod not 
contrat with the Lady Chapel only, "subreited 
this Fabricke of King Edward's," aa another 
old writer quaintly puts it, — and ia its place bvilt 
the church we now see, "the most lorely and 
loveable thing in Christendom." 

The Choir, Transepts, and one bay of the 
Nave, together with the Chapter-house and a 
. certain part of the conventual buildings, were 
erected in Henry's reign. In 1269, the Choir 
and Transepts were ready, and we are told that 
the monks aang service for the first time in the 
new church on October 13th, 1269, presumably 
on the occasion of the second translation of the 
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Coofenor'B body. The Coofeasor's coffin lud 
been temporarily remoyed to the Palace of Weit- 
miniter, and was carried back te the Abbey with 
much solemoity and maginliceDt ceremonial, to 
be placed in the <|ileadid new ihrine prepared 
to receive it. 

It it perhaps belt not to think too much <^ 
what Heory't devotion coat bis subjectv— that 
is to lay, of the exaction* by which the oeediul 
treaauce wat obtained. We can faardl; judge 
that age by our own ttandatd, and we hare 
enough &U. which we may blush in our own 
civilisation. Still it ia interesting to remember, 
as Dean Stanley points out, that " the enormous 
exactioos have left th«r lasting traces on dte 
English ConttitutioD, in no leu a monument 
than the House of Commons, which rose into 
existence as a protest against the king's larith 
expenditure on the migttty Abbey which it 
confronts." 

It was many long years before the rebuilding 
of the Abbey wa« in any way complete. That 
part of the Nave which now farms the "ritual" 
Choir is generally supposed to have been built by 
Edward I., though come authorities consider it 
to be part of Henry III.'s work. The east 
cloister was completed between the years 1330- 
i3;o, in Abbot Byrcheston's time. Abbot 
Langham continued the building of the Nave 
and Cloisters (about a.d. iJJo) and his suc- 
cessor. Abbot Litlington, about the year 1363, 
finished the Cloister court, rebuilt the Abbotts 
bmue, and built the Jerumlm Chambef and 
16 
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College Hall, compledag to a certam totteoi 
what Laogham had begun. IMiogKm ma 
enabled to do thit hf ineam of the large legacy 
left to the Abber 1^ AbbM Laagham. The 
rebnildiDg of the Nare a^ftan to hare gone oa 
doring tUi Mine time, and the church wa« 
extended to hs pieKDt lo^th id the reiga of 
Henty V., who entnuted the fbitdt act aade far 
thii purpoK to the famous Dick WbiHiiigtoii and 
one of his coUaguea. The great weat window, 
bowerer, was not set op sntil the liiae of Henry 
Vn., and it was not until then that the Chi^ 
and Nare were jaoed. For about a ceititnry 
there had been a Kdidwall between them, whitib 
quite wparated the two parta. The Nave appcan 
to have been used fer proccauom, and the firat 
great occasion of thia lund waa when the ** Te 
Dcum " wai tung for the rictory of Agmcourt 
in 141 S- 

The year 1503 may be nid to mark, the last 
epoch of building in die Abbey, for i» thi* 
year Heniy VII.'s beawtifol Lady Chapel waa 
begun. Holinahed'a w^-known accoant of tltt 
laying of the foundation «l»ne ia aa fdlowa: 
" In this eighteenth year, the twenti^fourth 
dale of Jaonarie, a quarter Of an hour afore 
three of the clocks at after noone of the ^same 
daie,.the firat alone of onr Ladie ChapcU within 
the Mooasterie of Wettminatcr 4nu laid by the 
hands of John Islip, abbat of the saiae monatterie^ 
Sir Reginald Braie, Knight of the Garter, 
Doctor Bamet, Maiiter of the Rolles, Dodior 
Wall, chaplrine to the King'a Mificati^ Maikter 
B 17 
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Hugh Oldham, chapleitie to tfce Coudimm of 
Du-bic and Rkhmond, the KiDg'a mother. Sir 
Edmund Stanhope, Knight, and diuerse other*. 
UpoD the latne *tone wai this (cripture iagraveni 
^HhutriBsimuB Henricui septimiw Rex AogUae 
«t Fraociae et dommiu Hibemiae, posuit hanc 
pftran in hcmore beatae Virginia Mariae, 34 die 
Jatauarii, anno domtni i $02-3, eC anno dicti 
regis Hemici Septimi decimo ' octavo.' The 
charees whereof amounted (as aome report upoo 
credible infermatioo ai they say) to tooreteeDe 
thouiand pounds." 

Tfae ahapel appears to have been finisbed 
about ^e year 15 19. Like the rest of the 
Abbey, it sulfered much from the deRtnictive 
zeal of Refbrmers and Puritans, as enpty okbes 
and absence of stained gkM windows testify. 

We now paw on to consider a very di&rcDt 
phase in the history of the monastery at We«- 
minntr, and enter upon a time of much vicis- 
sitndc. 

In 1540 the religious houses were dissolved 
by order of Henry VIII., and Westminster 
shared the general 1^, the monastery tinng 
surrendered by the aUmt (Abbot Boston,} and 
twMty-four of the mooka. The abbot and hit 
monks Were re|daced by » dean and twelve 
prebendaries, while the Abbey was lor i sbott 
time' converted into a cftthedml, with a bishop, 
called Bishop of WeMminster, having for tua 
diocese the county of Middlesex) excepting the 
parish of Fnlham. 

The Uihop lived in the abbot's home, add 
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the dean had to more to other quarters la the 
precinctB. Thi« first and only blsbopric of 
Wenminster wat, howerer, but ihort-lived, bi 
the bishop, Thomas Thirleby, reiigned in 1550, 
and the dioceec was reunited to the see of 
LoDdon, after a separate exiMence of. sonw 
ten years. 

The Abb^ fell on evil days while Protector 
Somerset was in powdr. It was even said that 
the Protector wished to pull down the church 
itself, and was only to be appeased by a grant 
of Abbey laod«; Twenty-two tons of Caen stodt 
from the demolished buijdiap (probably the Re- 
fectory and domestic offices) were promised to 
die Protector, ami were used in the building of 
his palace in the Strand, the old Somerset House. 

In 1550 the Communion Service Was snb- 
stituted for the Mas^ and the venmencs wens 
exchanged for the simple black gowns y/om bf 
Proteatuit clergy. In this year, too, an order 
was issued to the effect that all "books of auper- 
^uon," such as missals, etc., should be. taken 
away and defaced, and that altar-clotbi aadcopa 
should be removed. It was at this time that the 
copes which had been made irom the Con* 
feasor's burial robes were actually destroyed. J 

In 1553,3 second raid waa. made upon the 
" Monuments of Superstition," and nearly all 
the plate and Aimiture of the cluprch wat 
removed. . . -, 

. In this year, however. Queen Mary tucoceddd 
to the throne, and the year I554b[ouglitano&er 
cliai^e. The Roman ritual was ieatorcd^(High 
J9 
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Mau betDg nmg for the opeoing of Fvtiaineiit 
oa November ii, and for the Festival t£ the 
Order of the Golden Fleece on November 30. 

In 1556 the monutic rule wu revived, and 
Jahn Feckeaham was appointed alilxit, biingiog 
witli him fourteen monks. 

The restored monastery was to be yet (horter- 
lived than the bisfaopnC) for Queen Mary died 
in 1556, and the last Romsn funeral service 
held in die Abbejr was on December 24 of 
that yeaT) when Elizabrth ordered a Dirge and 
Rcqaiem to be sung for the Emperor Cfaailee 
v., the &ther-iD-Iaw of Mary Tndor. 

In 1 560 the monastery was a^n mippfesaed, 
Mid Queen EKzabedi eatabtished the Abbay as 
a Collegiate Churchy which is its present ionn. 
Elizabrth's foandatioa was liiach the same as 
that of Henry VIII. There was to be a Dean, 
twebe prebendaries, a choir, a sohoai, with a 
Head master, an uader master, and forty scholars 
-.'.tfae **Queen's scbolars." ■■ 

Although the changes were of a less sweeping 
charactO' than those et&ned at the Reformation, 
the Abbey had to pass through yet anoUier 
reii^ous and political crisis at the tim» c^ (he 
Commoowealth, and tetween the yedrs 1643 
and 1 66 1 its services^ and goremrneDt under- 
went further alteradoos. In 1643' the Parlla- 
■nentary |iBrty having gdaed the upper band, a 
committee was appointed by the House of 
Commons to ** recrave information concerning, 
and to demolish any monuments of luperidtioo 
Of idolatry in thw clMir^." This was in i^lril. 
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In May At Conroittee vnrt directed to bnrti 
the copes, and to sell the gold and time voiit 
upon them &r the beoefit of the Protettant poor 
in Irelasd — a cunoui mixture of irooy aod 
□tilitaTianiiin. 

Further ooilaughta were made, a* a Royalitt 
plot waa luipected/and troths were aem to tearch 
theDcaoery, the precinct*, and ereo the church. 
Plate, money, arms and ammunitioo were found 
comcealed in the Abhey and precincti, and a 
fiuther aewch waa made through the cloigtera. 
The scMien are aaid to haye entered the 
church, pulled down the sanctoary raili, moTed 
the Communion Tahle, and dntroyed ■omo 
pictttrea which were conadered luperatitious. 
At thia time Torrigiano'B beaul^l altar in 
Henry Vll.'a chapel wia alao destroyed. 

In August 1643 the Sub-Dean and preben- 
daries were ordered to grant the use of the AU>ey 
pnlpit to auch preachers as the Commons should 
appoint. It ia evident that arbitrary behaviour 
was not cohGeed toStuart Soyerngnsl 

In January 1 644 a committee of sixteen (after- 
wards twenty) members' waa 3pp<»oted to in- 
cfoire into die state of the Abbey Church j in 
February the daily services were suspended, and 
itwasbrdn^ that leineD Pretbyterian miniatera 
ahould, in torOf keep an " Exercise io this church 
for half-4n-hour e^ery morning " in the place of 
the service*. Dart indal^es in somewhat pointed 
remarks on the subject of the Parliamentary author- 
ities. Having aliready alluded to them ai an 
"impious Set of Wretches, whose Sniptdity and 
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ImpudeDce was their zeal for Religion, and De- 
■cruction and Plunder their Practice of it " — he 
tayi conceming their aervicea in. the Abbey: 
''And here the Parliament resorted on their 
Fa^U, when they sought the Lord concerniag 
Mischief, aad prais'd Him for their Suicess in 
it, while the Preachers insulted the Ashes of 
their dead Monarchs, and spirit^ them to destroy 
their living SoFereign." This tjuaint inTediTe 
no doubt expresses . the feelings of many at the 
Ume, and it is hard not to sympathise, eren 
against the dictates of a calmer judgment. All 
things considered, the Abbey might have been 
far worse treated, and it did not sufiei very 
serion^y, save from the bathetic and antiquarian 
point of view. 

In April 1644 the " impious Set of 
Wretches" ordered that all persons connected 
with the Abbey should take the Covenant, 
aAd that fix In-ass and ironworlt in Henry 
VII. 's chapel should be sold. 

In May orders came for die melting down 
of the plate belongmg to the Collegiate body, 
the proceeds of which were to be applied to 
the payment of the servants of the church, 
workinen, etc 

Id October the Parliament directed that 
any " superstitious^ plate " kept with the 
Regalia was to be melted down and soldi 
snd.dK phiceeds used to buy horses. 

In November 164; the government of the 
AU»ey was put into the hands of a committee 
of eleven lords and twenty-two comnuni, .the 
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Dean, Bud all the prebendmcs, aa«e ont, baring 
been declared delinqueDU. Thii coannittee 
coDtiiiued to goveni the church until .1660, 
when, at the reatoratioa " all things cane tooii 
again into their old aad legal channel." Serioul 
changes in the Abb^ govemnieot and ritoai 
were henceforward 10 ceaae, and matters Tctnmed 
to a more peaceful condition. The only iltcro- 
tioD'of any monieot that has taken place fince 
was tht transference of the Abbey ImmIs to th^ 
EcclenaMical Commiuion in exchange for a 
fixed revenue, and the rsdnction of the nnntfau 
of prebendaries (now caNed canoni) ftom 
twelVe -lo six. ■ 

With re^rd to the fthric, the Church ai we 
now see it wras completed in 1739 or 174-01 
when the western towers were erected after 
a deugn by Sir Christopher Wren's pupil, 
Hawkesmore. 

We hare passed in rapid renew the prindpal 
events in the history of WeatmiDSter Abbey, 
and must now turn our attention to the archi- 
tecture and monuments of the Church itaelf. 
But before we do so, we may well note once 
more how e«ry throb of England's history 
has been felt at Westminster, from the very 
first. 

The ttory of the ancient Temple of Apollo, 
and of the church built by King Ludus, link* 
WesUniDBter with the Roman occupation of 
Britain, and the earliest days of Britith Chris- 

The minion of Augustine (peaks to us through 
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the tradition of the foundiDg of the Afabejr by hu 
coDTen, King Sebert. 

The Danigh iiiTBiioDt, the k«t saintly Saxon 
E^g, the NormaD Cooqueitf the Aagevin 
Dynatty, the liie of Representative Govem- 
meot, the Wars of the RoaH, the triumph of 
the House of Laocaatet with Hemy VZI., 
the RefbrmatioD, the Roman reaction undnr 
Mary Tudor, the EatablishmeDt of the Col- 
legiate Church by Elizabeth, the CommcNa- 
wealth, the' Restoratiou, the acquisition and 
rise of our Indiaii and Colonial Empire, ewa 
the War of Americcui Indepeodence, have all 
left their mark on the Abbey, Bome of . them 
OB the very etoaet of the &bric itteIC 
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CHAPTER n 

THE ARCHITECTUtB 



DEFORE enumcTBtiDg and dcKritung the 
'^ chief moDumenta of the illnttrkniB dead 
in We«tniia*ter Abbey, it ii Mediiil that the 
■ttratioD of the visitor ahould be £rtt directed 
to tooiething of mach greater impntancc, 
namely, the building itsel£ 

The varied intereau, historical and peraonal, 

which crowd this church, do but too often 

obscure the beauty, raeaaing, , and interest of 

the bAxiic,~~t beauty, meaning, and intemt 
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far niperior to that of the majority of the 
moDumeDts it contains. 

We are too apt to forget thai thi» atupendouB 
architecture and life-like sculpture ia something 
aboTc and beyond a mere display of artistic 
taste and skill. In the days in which oar 
great cathedrals were built, the sculptures on the 
churches were the Bible of the people. Read- 
ing and writing were then for the tew, and 
those early builders taught the grand outlines of 
the Scripture story, of theology, and of the 
history of the human race, by means of the 
ven fiibdc of the churches they reared. 

The great era of cathedral building in 
France and England was in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, and to illustrate this state- 
ment we need dtAy ta' recall the names of such 
churches as Canterbury, Lincoln, Salisbury, 
York Minster, in England, and Bourges, Char- 
tret, Reims, Amiens, in France. It is evident, 
from the writings of authors' of that date, that 
in those early days a tery defoite symbolic 
meaning was attached to the details of sacred 
buildings, and that their plail 'and arrangement 
is net d«e to 'acchitectnral devign alone, but to 
a temper' of mind ' which sotight for ao inner 
si^fieanGe. The material' church was a 
symbol 0f the spiritual chiirch. As some 
modem writers point dot, Art, lilce the 
Church, sougftt 'CO make of vi^Ie things a 
Kepping-Stone to the invisible, and architecture 
has lent imelf "to the complete nKoifestation (£ 
Christhn BymboKam more than any other art. 
,6 
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To tramlaiefrom die great French writert 
Lammenais — " The tdariog tine* of every part 
of 3 Gothic GhuTch, ai <^the whole buudia^ 
expresa in a vlnble form the natural aod eternal 
aspiration of the creature after God, Who 'is 
^e beginning and the endii^." 

A' ^ iilustratione on this nibject can hardly 
lail to interest the viaicor to a great Gothic 
charch. Ml some of the raovt miking will be 
given here. 

Take, for innisce, the nsnal form of these 
churches. From the eleventh to the fliwr- 
tecnth century the plan generaUy chsien 'for 
great cathedrals is that of a Ladn ctom, with 
Its head or apse temett to the cait, the cnullc 
of our &ith, the pan. of the heaven where the 
BuQ rises, — that bud which is tfad emblem ot 
the Sun of Righteouboew, of the life-giving 
Fire, of the Light of Light Further, it was 
considered desirable, according to one thirteentb 
century authority, that the apse should turn to 
the point «4iere the sun rites at the e^inox^ 
to symbolize the Church'i moderation and 
Unanimity both in joy and sorrow; A quaint 
story is told of St Dunsian, who, having teeo k 
church which was not properlirorientatef^araMd 
it with one push of his shodder to veer round 
into its proper position, east and ven. 

Again, the foundation signified ' Bath ; the 
crypt was a symbol of the contemplative life, 
or as some considered it, of the sepulchre 
of Christ. The pavement sigmfied huimlit}>; 
the roof, the chanty that coveretb a mnlti- 
a? 
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tnde of siB»" The cmicifiHin plan of the 
buildmg set fcHrtb Christ crucified, and the 
dennt fancy of those medixval mysdcs saw 
in the Jdt«r t^e head of Christ, in the trao- 
lepti and tramept doors His outstretched arms 
and pierced hands, in the western door Hia 
;nerced feet^ The semicircnlar appe, mth its 
oindiUB of . radiating chapel^ seemed like the 
oadioe of die crowo of thoroii though theae 
chapek which cluster round the high altar 
aie usnallr supposed to symbolize, (he 'Com- 
BMHtton 'of Saiots. 

' Id maay churches there is a distinct deviatioo 
of die axisi especially at the eastern ead, and in 
sMne a certain oarrowtBg io of the choir and 
sanctuary m^ien compared with the width of 
the nave. This waa d<me to si^gest the atti- 
tude of the crucified Christ, as His head 
drooped on the cross. The builders of a certain 
dinrch io Towaine have even gode so &r as 
to attempt ail outline of the whole body as it 
Inuig OB the cross, and have succeeded in a 
most marrellous mftnnN. 
. : Further, it ii well known that the three main 
doors, the threefold diTiBion of the walls into 
main arcadei trifbrium, and clerestory, symbolize 
the Tiinity, as does also the plan of building oit 
a principle of three and multiples of three which 
is very marked in some churches. Sir Gilbert 
Scott tells ua that the proporUoos of the Abbey 
wm founded on a system of equilateral triangles, 
and giTM several illustrationB of his statement. 
The sculpture of the main doors was an uo- 
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portaot point. Over the great vmt door, ^ 
dooT of the chief fiigadc, there utually Mood tbc 
figure of Christ, set agaian the cmiral pillar, in 
alliuiOD to the words ; " I am the door " ; "I 
am the way, the troth and the life," and remnid- 
ing the behdder of Christ the chief corner*«taiiD. 
In the thirteenth century the latt jodgment WM 
fivquently repreaented over the weK doOTT Irat 
in earlier churches the avnh doOr was more 
often chosen, for this subject, as tite north, with 
tt« ihM'mi tad frosts, seemed to be the region a£ 
erilpasBions and hardened sia. 

The pasMMi for s^bolism gave to ewry 
detail an inner tignifirauice. Tbc' tnigth Of 
the baildiag spoke of the Choroh's endurance 
in sufiering; the width pointed to her aU> 
nnbractng charity, tlw heigbt of her Hsppe aod 
aspiration. Tbe windows were a symbol of the 
Scriptures which admit the txtah and li^t of 
Ood ; the stones of the edifice, dif&ring as they 
do in size and strength, werie likeoed to< the 
souls of the faithful, whidi vary in power and 
attainment. Evta the mortar is endowed with 
special meaning, for wc are told that ie is dc»^ 
poanded of Umev a symbol of ferrent dnrityj 
sand, signityiog earth and its af&ctioas, and 
water, an emblem of the spirit. 

But this is not tbe place to dwell, ai grmuff 
length upon this catunisly iascinatiog stndy< 
Some wondi from a weli*knowil wock .on 
Architective may fitly cbte thne' few «ig- 
^estioas. 

"All else for widcb the boildnv. sacrificed. 
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hw pasted away — all their lifing interests, and 
aims, and achievements. We know not for 
what they laboured, and we see no eridcDCe 
of their reward. Victory, wealth, authority, 
happiness — all have departed, though bought 
by many a bitter sacrifice. But of them, and 
their life and their toil upon the eardi, one 
reward, one evidence, is left to us in those 
grey heaps of deep-wrought etone. They have 
taken with tbem to the grave their powers, their 
honours, and tfanr errors ; hut they bin left us 
their adoration." 

: We must now pass on to a brief survey of 
the architectural features of the Abbey itselC 

Of the Saxon AJabey nothing recnainB : except, 
poMibly, acme fbundauons under the north green. 
The old Saxon building appe^a to have heea 
used by the Monks while the Coaftssor's church 
was being erected, and served as the nave to the 
Confessor's choii: and transepts^ wUch stood to 
the east of it. 

Of the Confessor's buildbg little remains to 
uij and of that little the greater part is either 
hidden, or so placed that it canpot be open to 
the p)rf>lic. The eleventh r century work in- 
cluded the Choir and Transepts, Cloister-court, 
Refectory and Dormitory. As we have already 
seen, the ohurch was. completed in die twelfth 
century. What now remains of the NomMil 
building is found io' parts of the east and south 
ch>isters,'tlie chapel of the pyx, the substructure 
of the old dormitory, and in that low, barr^ 
vaulted cloiuer which once. led to the iAmiIu* 
BO 
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infimiary. Parts of tbe fouDda^iM of thcCoD- 
feMor's church are .atill beneath tbe preaeM 
UiildiDg, and ihctw that the am of the two 
ia much the aame. 

ThoM who are bmilnr with Norman cburdiM 
will probably be able to form some laental picture 
of what that £m Abbejr was like, ^ut it mil out 
be aroiM lo quote two deacriptiooer of Edward'* 
church, one from a comcmporAry Ufe of th4 
Cooietaor, the other from tb^ later Norroaa- 
French life.to which referee ee has already beea 

The older MS. say* : "The prindpal are) 
or uaTc. of tho church stood to lofty arches of 
hewD stone, joined together. in tbe nktitt-maiiwc^ 
and die vault: was covered .widi a sBoBg double* 
arched roof of ttoae on bwih'«dea> The CroWt 
which embraced the choir, aod by Its titaue^t 
ttpportcd a h^h tower in the imiddJe, rote first 
with a low string aTch, and tbcn atwdled, loiit 
with several winding staircases to the ^ngle w^ 
up to the wiooden roof, which was outefnUy 
coTered with lead." ^ . ■ i , 

The Norman-French ocoount'of the build- 
ing is rather earier to v&detvtjind.' . < IjC runs as 
follows ; " Now he bid tbe fooodattoDs of the 
church with, large oquarc yocks of grey atone ; 
its foundatioiis are .deep ;.jtbD front towards- tbt 
east he makes roundj the. stona are verystreag 
And hard. In tiie centre ribe»,a tower, andi tito 
at the western front ; and- fine lal'ge; bell* ht 
hangs- there.,. The' pillars and ofontdings are 
rich without and within ; at the faaaea and-tiapKali 
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the work rtMS ^and uid royal. Sculptnrcd are 
the nones and Moried the windows ; all are 
made with the skill of good aod loyal workmao- 
thip ; and when he finished the work he cover* 
the church with lead. He makes then a cloister, 
3 chapter-house b front toward* the east, vaulted 
and round, where lyt ordained miaisto's may 
hold their secret chapter j frater and dorter (i^. 
icfeclory and domiitory) and the ofliees round 
about. Splendid manors, lands and wooda he 
gives, confirms (the gift) at once. Andacctwd- 
ing to his grant he intends for his monastry royal 
ireedom. Monks he causes there to assemble, 
who have a good heart to serve God. And 
puts the order in good aHKlition voder a hdy 
and ordained prelate, and receive* the number 
of the convent according to the order of 9t 
Benedict." 

It is evident front these descriptJons that the 
Confessor's Ghnrch must have been a v«y fine 
Norman bdlding, with ^ itatelj^ massive piers 
aod fine rounded arches-characteriitic of theatre. 

One or two interesting Norman piers remain 
in the ra<Hn which is now used ai the gymnadom 
of Westminster School, and which wa* formerly 
the common-room of the monks. 

These ^erv consist of a massive dnun, with a 
heavy cBshion capital, omameitted by shallow 
BKC-carviog. The bases of the pins are very 
plain. The room has a simple groined vault, 
without vaoltiiig ribs. 

Bot it is the existing church which must claim 
<rar ^lief attemon. 

5» 



jKCoogIc 



THE ARCHITECTURE 

' The gmmkl dimeDuoni of the bvilding arp a* 
ibllows! JcDgth of the interim', not indudug 
Henry Vll.'s Cbapel, 403 fclet, ud tBcIiKbnj 
Henry VU.'. Chapel, 51 1 fcet 6 tnchof. The 
length across the transepts and choir, from Bonh 
to soQth, is 30) feet I inches. The breadd) of 
the nave and aisles is 71 feet 9 bchest and of 
the transepu with their aisles, 84 feet 8 incbeti 
The height of the intericH' is a little prer loi 
feet. The height of the western towers is 225 
feet 4 inchei, of the lantern 151 feet, and of the 
north front 166 feet. The; Inigth tf the cx-> 
terior, including Henry VII.'s , Chapel, i* 530 
feet. 

The church consists of Choir„ TranatptSi 
Na*e and aisles. The transepts are unusually 
long and hare aisles, which is a very rare feature. 
The floor-space of the western aisle in the, sontb 
^nsept is cut off by the east cloMcri and the 
gallery or upper story thus formed is used as. the 
Mutiiment room, 
. Od the other sidci the eastern, aitJe «f the 
north transept is occujHcd by the chapels of Stt 
Jaha the Evaogeiist, St Andrew aad St Michael, 
which are shut off from the transept partly by 
the remain* of an ancient stone screen, and partly 
by huge nuMiuments. 

The architectural e^le of the buldiog is what 
is known as Early English, bat Sir Gilbert Scott 
poiitts out that strong traces of French iofiuence 
are shown in tbe form of the ^We, in the special 
plan adopted for arrasging the radiating chapels 
round the east end, and in the geoeul charactM 
c 33 
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of the bnttresBci. It must be remembered that 
fertigD' influeoce Teas reiy powerfal in Henry 
III. 'a dibe, K&d ttns vu just the period for some 
of the most glorious French architectural work, 
which, DO doubt, Henry desired to riral. 

It has already beeo pointed out that the chnrch 
was bailt at rery different dates, and it i« in the 
thirteeDth century part — the Chcar, Transepts, 
and £rst few bays of the Nave — that we find the 
most beautitiil work. It is, however, only fair to 
■ay that the Nave, although not built until the 
reigna of Richard II. and- Henry V., is c<^ed 
from the original design with a reverence wonder- 
ful in days when each generatioii built on its own 
tnt ro its own- style, usually quite regardless of 
harmonious effect 

'At the crossing of the Nave and Transepts 
ue four great arches xriiich rise to the fiiH height 
of the church. These arches sustain the tower 
OF lantern, and this is open to its roof, nearly 
fifty feet above the vaulting of the Choir. It had 
been intesded to erect a central tower or epire 
above the lantern, but it was feared that the 
building would not be able to bear the wdght, 
and therefore the design was not carried out^ 

On looking up, the usual threefold divisicm 
into main arcade, triforium, and clereMory will 
be observed. The earlier work shows a beauti- 
fial comUnation of ric^mess and simplicity. The 
main arches are not ornamented with- scdptnre, 
but have very fine roll mouldings. The pin^ 
consist' of a central ,drum with four detached 
Purbeck sh^; they have moulded capitals, aod 
14 
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the roaod, moulded abacus. The vauI^Dg ia 
simple and very graceful. It will be uoticed 
diat in the later work there are more vaahiDg 
ribs, thus giving a more elaborate effect, and 
that the piers have eight shafts instead of four. 

In the thirteenth century work the wait-space 
between the main arcade and clerestory stnng- 
couise is covered with beautiful diaper-work of 
varying paitem. This is discontinued in the 
■even western bays of the Nave. 

The windows show an early form of what is 
called " bar-iracery," They are very long, and 
of 3 grand and simple design, namely, two lancets 
under one arch, with a cinquefoil, quatrefoil, or 
cusped circle in the head. 

The triforium gallery is one of the most' 
beautiful features of the church. It is of the- 
same width as the aisles, and is really a kind of 
upper story, a Romanesque plan followed in 
some early French pointed churches, and which 
already existed in the Confessor's building. 
The gallery is lighted by windows of its own, 
pierced in the aisle wall, which is run up a Kttle 
beyond the vanlting. These windows are for 
the most part triangular in form, and filled with 
cnsped circles. T^e triforium arcade is very 
rich in ornament. It has a double plaue of 
tracery, the shafts of the inner arcade having 
their basea raised on a deep step, so as to make 
them visible from below. There is considerable 
variety id the ornament of the arches, most of 
the mouldings in the early work being enriched 
with fine, bold sculptures in different deugns. 
35 
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The eods of the Traiuepta Bbould be apec!allv 
noticed, as . their airangeiiient U very b^utiful. 
Tttee uera of arcading occupy the apace corre- 
qioadiog to the main arcade, while the gable 
alxtve the triforium ia tilled by a fioe roae- 
window. 

The great west window ia of entirely different 
deaign from the rest of the church. It waa aet 
up quite at the end of the fifteenth century, and 
belonga to what is known as the " Perpendicular " 
atyle. It ia framed in, as it were, by an arcb of 
die panelling characteristic of the period. 
. It will be observed that a fine wall-arcading 
once rau jroupd the church at a litde above the 
floor level. The few arches and sculptures that 
remain ahow how beautiful a feature of the build- 
ing haa been thua grievously mutilated. The 
design is very graceful, and the spaces between 
the archn we^e once filled with fine carvinga of 
foli^e and figurea. But, alaa, most of this 
arcafb has been ruthlessly cut away to admit of 
the insertion of monuments, many of them ugly 
intrudera which only serve to deepen our regret 
for the loss of the arcade. 

At the southern end of the aouth tranaept U 
a door leading into a lofty vaulted room, now 
(^led the Chapel of St Faith. Thia was the 
old Revestry, aod occupiea the space between the. 
tranB{ept and the entrance to the Chapter -hoose. 
It waa the western portion that was used aa the 
Revestry, the eastern part having been the Chapel. 
Dart tells ua that the doorway into this room 
was " enclosed fvith three doors, the inner can- 
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cellated, the middle, which is very thick, lined 
with akiiu like parchmeoc, and driTen full of 
nail*." He add* that theae (kint were tradi- 
tioDally supposed to be "the ikins of ihe Danee 
tanned," but Sir Gilbert Scott «eemi to think it 
mnch more likely that Uiey were skins of personB 
executed (isf sacrilege. Such were the methods 
of justice in those days ! 

Henry VII.'s Chapel is really a distinct 
building, approached from the Abbey by a flight 
of steps under a finely panelled arch-roof, which 
is all too seldom seen on account of the absence 
of light. 

TTie present chapel is butit on the site of 
Henry lll.'s Lady Chapel, and consists of a 
nave and aisles four bays long, the nave having 
five small polygonal chapels round the eattern 
end. The length of the interior is 104 feet 
6 inches, the breadth 69 feet 10 inchet. The 
whole building ig an exquisite specimen of the 
Perpendicular style, and is singularly rich in 
ornament. The great feature is the beautifn) 
"Ian-tracery" vault, with its delicate pendants 
and lace-like design. The wall-space is almost 
entirely filled with panelling ; below the clere- 
■tory windows there runs a row of mches con- 
. taining the figures of those saints to whom Henry 
VII, was specially devoted, and below the niches 
is a beautiful " angel-cornice." The wall-space 
in the small chapels is also panelled with nichest 
in which many of the statues still remain. ' 

The windows are very large, those in *e 

clerestory having five Itglus and two traneointi 
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the head hnng filled w!th characteristic Per- 
pendicular tracery. The aiale windows are some- 
what diflereot; they are square-headed, and 
built in projections, ioatead of belog flat. 

The dainty little ornament known as the 
" Tudor-ilower " is much used in this chapel, 
as a battlement on the tranrams, and on the 
small Testry in the naith aisle. The gates 
are-worthy of carefiil study, but they will be 
more fitly described in a later chapter. And 
now, before concluding, let us glance for a 
moment at the Cloisters, Chapter-house, and the 
general exterior of the church. 

It has been remarked that almost every style 
of English architecture is represented in the 
cloister*. Leading out of the Cloister-court to 
the south, there is the low, dark, barrel-vaulted 
passage which is part of the Norman work ; the 
north walk and part of the east walk show the 
vaulting and "geometrical" window-tracery of 
the Early English period, white the southern 
bays of die east walk are in the " Decorated " 
style, with some very good window- tracery 
of the time. The south and west walks are 
very early Perpendicular. The Chapter-house, 
together with the beautiful vestibule by which 
it is approached from the east Cloister, are 
Early English. The " incomparable " Chapter- 
house is octagonal ; in the centre rises a slender 
column, like a tall, graceful palm-tree, from 
which the vaulting ribs spring, and meet the 
{aers between the windows. The vault is sup- 
ported by large flying buttresses which fbnn a 
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great feature of the extirior. The wiodowi 
an verjr large, aod ahow in their tncoy a rapid 
deTclopment of the BTchitcctural style when oonift 
pared with those .in the Abbey itMlf. They 
arc of fbnr lighta, the heada betog filled with 
ciufKd circlos and quatrribili. A fine wall- 
arcade nios rouod the interior) and forma audit 
which were used by the monlu. The ^kDdi4 
portal of the rettibule should be ^wcikllj' ftudiedt 
for the ac^ptureit though nnuilated by tknewtd 
weathef, are Btill Tcry beautifuL In ote. of tlie 
ordera of foliage which adorai the treat orcbt 
figurea forming a '* Radix Jeaae " wiU be aeen. 
{The " Radix Jews" ia a reprcteotation of the 
gfioeatogy of our Lord.) . 

In (be tytMaMim two figtoet of angela remain ; 
the cenUal figure, probably Hm of the VtrgiD 
with the inbot Sanour, ia waotiog, but the nidie 
ia atill there. 

Below the : Chapter-house ia an octagonal 
crypt, vaolted, and faaviog a abort, maasiT^ 
c^itral column from which the raultiag ribs 
spriog. No ether. part of the Abbey itaa«la on 
a ctypt, . , ■ , ., 

It must be adnuued that the exterior of West* 
mioster Abbey i* lets beautiful than the inteiiot^ 
although on the eaat and south ihe.e&ct oftbe 
flying buttreaaea is very fine. The bnttretMs on 
the aouth side span the Cloister aa welt as the 
usle; those on th^ east span , the polygoaal 
Ghapek ; while the aorthcm buttresses span' the 
aiale only, and hftve a flatter et^t. The west 
iiroDt u very inadetluate wfaea compared with die 
39 
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wenero facades of mort great Gothic churdie* ; 
its lack of width and itatelinen, and the abwace 
of rich deOM^on are very apparent. 

The North front haa been recently restored, 
snd the great portal merits more than the harried 
glance usuaUy bestowed on the ebtr«ice to a 
chiffch. There are three doors, each with a 

iiorcb of its owH' The central one is largest aod 
oftltM, tnd has the most interesting sculptures. 
The two doon of this central entrance are 
divided by a pin, a|ain>t which stands a statM 
of the Vii^n Mother with the crowoed CUId 
in her wms. 

In the head of the tympannm abore is the 
figure of our Lord in Majeatyi surroonded by 
angels in adoratitm } in the tier below are the 
iiguret of the twelve apostles, while below tbem 
again are represented men of every conditaon^ 
taint, soverngn, ecclesiastic, warrior, artist, poet 
and philosopher, who are all turning their upward 
gaze to Him who is tlie Alpha and Omega. 

This porch takes the place of a very fine 
entrance built by Richard II., whkh was known 
as " Solomon's Porch." An old wiitet speaks 
of this as "a most eoble dotH- or portal, and 
oontinues: "That it hath bees a curious, nea^ 
and costly porch in fiH^going times, the jemains 
(hereof do at this day in some measure declare ; 
for dierein were placed the statues' of the twrive 
uMHtles in fiill proportion, besides a multitude 
c^ lesser saints and martyts to adorn it, with 
several intaglios, devices and fretworks that 
hdped to the faeuity tbere<rf." 
49 
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The exterior of Henry VII. 'a Chapel U a 
rettoratioo or copy ef the original work, which 
bad falieD into an almoat nuDOus cooditioa at the 
beginning of this century. The exterior it quite 
as much oraamented aa the interior, for the walli 
are panelled, the flying buttretae* are pierced with 
deaigna in open-work, crocketted, and fiaisbed 
with highly enriched octagonal pinnacles. In- 
deed, the nicheB with their statues of sainti, the 
badges in the paaelliug, the curious animalB carved 
as crockets, and other details of the oroament, 
are a study in themselves. The chapel is finished 
mth a pierced parapet with amall pinnaclei at 
intervals. 

We have now glanced at some of the chief 
features of the architoctare of the Abbey, and 
must turn our thoughts to the other treasures 
which it contains. No more appropriate word) 
could be found to describe the oamelets charm 
that haunts these ancient walls than those of 
one whose voice is now silent, and to Whom 
beantifol buildings seera to hate whispered all 
their secrets : — 

"... The greatest glory of a buildiiig is 
not in its stones, nor in its gold. Its glory is in 
its age, and in that deep sense of voicefulness, 
of stem watching, of mysterious sympathy, nay, 
even of approrJ or condemnation, which we 
feel in walla that have long been washed by the 
. passing waves of humanity." 
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CHAPTER III 

THE TOMBS OF THE FOUHD 



IT ia propoted to devote thw chapter to a 
short deicriptioD of three tombg of; ppcdiar 
interest to those who visit Westminster, namely, 
the tombs of the three founders of the Abbey, 
King Sebeit, King Edward ihe Confessor, and 
Kbg Henry III. 

The tomb which. hat always been said to be 
that of Scbirt, King of tie Etut Sasont, the 
tradidooal founder of the Church of St Petn 
at Thornejr, in the seventb Century, if on the , 
left hand, just within the gates which divide 
the ambulatory from the south transept. 

The old histories tell ui that King Sebert 
4a 
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died in A.D. 616, and that he ww iaumd with 
hia wife Ethelgoda near the high altar of the 
church he had built. Hii toinb wti nwwed 
into the Coatenoi'a church, and durine tht 
rebuilding by Henry III. the remaias of Sebert 
and liit queen were temporarily deponted ou the 
touth lide of the entrance to Uie Chaptef-houH, 
or, aa wme Bay, in the chapel of the Pyx> 
In 1308, the prcBMit tomb wa made in the 
•onth ambulatory, «ader the Sedilia. It coniuti 
of a receu under a segmental arch, the nwuldingi 
of which were once painted and gilt There 
are remaini of painting on the MfEt of the 
arch, and at the ends, indica^n oS figure* Mill 
bang visible. The decoratioo at the. back io( 
the monument ta an inaertioa of a later period, 
for the tracery it in the Perpendicular style, 
and in the centre we we the '^roac da solnl," 
a badge of Edward IV. 

A atone coffin reits within the receM,. and 
probably contains the leaden coiEn* (plutnbeU 
larcophagia) in which the remoJna were firat 
buried, as we read of the "C^os of Lead 
being inclosed in Toutchitooe " (Dart). 

We are alao told that " when Sebert's tomb 
was opened in Hrary III.'s time, port of hia 
royal robes were fiMnd, and hit thnmb-ringi 
in which wat tet a mby of gnat value 
(Aichxologia III.). 

Leaving Sebert's monmnent, We pau alotag 

the ambulatory, ascend the step to our left, 

nnder the richly sculptured arches that support 

Hesry V.'s Chantry, and enter the Cbapel of 
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the Kings, which ii nused Hbove die level of 
the ren of the church by a moand of earth 
brought from Ho\j Laml — "die last funeral 
ttirauluB in ED|laiid," u Dean Stanley calls 
it. 

In the centre of thii iVenerable chapel standi 
the shrine of Edvjord the Confeuor, the tomb 
round which have gathered most of the great 
memories of English history. 

It was very usual in the ItCddle Ages for a 
shrine containing the rdics of a taint to be 

? laced thus, between the high altar and the 
^ady Chapel, but in England eoae such have 
survived the RefMmatiOD save this one and 
part of St Etheldreda's at Ely. 

The Confessor's first burial-place was in front 
of the high altar of hia own Abbey church. 
The tomb itself was probably very aimple, for 
we are told that the Conqueror presented a pall 
to cover it. "Very richly was it worked in 
fine gold end silver, which King William bad 
made to the honour and lame of St Edward." 
This first tomb was the sceioe of a memorable 
miracle. In the Conqueror's reign, while 
Lanfnnc was Archbishop of Canterbury, most 
of the Saxon bishops were dispossessed in 
&VOUT of Normans, and among those whom it 
was proposed thus to deprive, was the saintly 
Wulstan, Bishop of Worcester. He was icom- 
fiiUy described as " a very idiot," being unac- 
quainted with French, and considered other- 
' s incapable of advising the king. The okl 
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the prelates ia council. When called upon 
to resign his panoral stafT, Wulitan showed 
no anger, but simply answered that he would 
resago it, not to the archbishop, "but rather, 
to St Edwaid, by whose authoritjr I received 
it." He then went into the Abbey, approached, 
the Confessor's tomb, raised his arm slowly and 
struck the pastoral staff into the stone, saying, 
" Receive, my lord the king ; and give it to 
whomsoever thou mayst choose." The staff 
remained immovably fixed in the stone, and none 
could pull it out. Struck with amazement, the 
king and the archbishop acknowledged their 
mistake, and prayed Wulstan to take his staff 
again. Wulstan drew near, and the staff "yielded 
to his hand as if it had been stuck in clay. 
The king and the archlushop ran up to him, 
and on their knees begged his for^venesa, 
commending themselves to the prayen of the 
saint ; but be, who had learned from the Lord 
to be mild and humble in heart, threw himself 
in his turn opon his knees." 

In 1098 we hear of another miraculous occur* 
rence. A discussion bad arisen in the monastery 
as to whether the body of the Confessor had 
suffered natural decay, or whether, on account 
of the saintliness of his life, it still remained. 
incorrupL The tomb was opened, in order to 
set these doubts at rest, and the body was found 
to be "sound and flexible, firm and pure aa 
crystal, whiter than snow." Gundutph, Bishop 
of Rochester, tried to draw a hair from, the 
long white beard, to be kept as a precious ivlic, 
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bat it adhered Grmly, and he could not pull it 

' These, and other miracles worked at Ua 
toml^ caused Edward's fame as a saint to grow 
greatly, and in /i.D. 1 163 he Vfas formally 
canonized by the Pope, his name being placed 
in the calendar as St Edward the Confessor. 

At midnight on October 13th, in this same 
year, the Confessor's remains were transferred to 
a higher and more splendid tomb, or shrine, 
pt*pired to receive them by Henry II., with the 
a|}proTal of Becket. The king and Becket 
wert present at the ceremony of the "Transla- 
tion," as it is usually called, and the archlriahop 
pregented an image of the Virgin framed in 
iTory, as an offering to th^ shrine. 

Edward's body was found to be still in- 
corrupt ; we also learn that the abbot drew 
the f|imous ring of St John from the dead, 
king's finger, and added it to the relics. He 
also caused three copes to be made out of 
the burial-robes, which were replaced by new 
ones. 

While the Abbey was being rebuilt by Henry 
III., the Confessor's coffin was moved to a 
temporary resting-place in the Palace of West- 
minster, whence it was brought with great pomp 
to the gorgeous new shrine on October 13th, 
12ft). An old Chronicler tells ua that "This 
Prince (Henry III.) being uneasy that the 
Reliques of St Edward were poorly enshrined, 
and not ilevated, resolved so great a Luminary 
should not lie buried, but be placed high on a 
4« 
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CaftdbxAek, to enlighten the church," and dnt 
he "summoned the Nobili^, Magittratet ind 
BurgeiMS of this Land to Westmiatter, to at- 
tend at so solemn an affirir." 

The coffin was carried by the kbg htmtelf, 
his brother Richard, Earl of Cwnwall (King of 
(he Romans), hi* two sons, Edward (afterwards 
Edward I.) and Edmund, Earl of Lancaster, 
the Earl of Warren, Lord Bawet, and " many 
other noblet, as many as couM come near to 
toach it." 

The history goet on to say that "this wa* 
the first time that Divine Serrice was celebrated 
in this church after the king rebuilt it i at which 
Tramlatioa were preseat one Benedict, a cleric 
(^ Winchester, and John a layman, who being 
postest with Derils came from Ireland purposely 
to receire Benefit from the Saint, and upon 
seeing his Chest remored, the derils wtre in- 
gtantly cast out." 

The prcKUt tomb ts but the mutilated renuiila 
of Henry lU.'s magnificent erection, only the 
basement of the thirteenth century abrine bein^ 
left to give ut tome famt Idea of itt fermef 

The design is Italian, and is executed In 
Pntbeck m^le, once profusely adorned with' 
glass mocaic. The workmen and the material 
ftM- the mosaic were brought over from Italy by 
Abbot Ware, and the inscription tells us that 
" Peter the Roman citizen " finished the woilc 
in 1369. 

la the lower pvt of Ae tomb, oA die nortli 
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and louth udes, are nicbea where icW p^ple 
were frequcDtiy laid in hope of a miraculoue cure. 
Above ihete niches is the ipace where the Coo- 
feuor's body now actoally lies, and which w 
encloied by ' panels decpiated with porphyry, 
•erpentioe and glass mosaic. The body formerly 
lay in a goldeq shrine, above the marble and 
mosaic bafe* and this, goldeo shrine was adorned 
with m^y. splendid jewelled images. There 
werc^ amoi)g, many others, an image of St 
Edmund, king and martyr, his crown set 
wiUi two large sapphires, a ruby and other 
pcecipus Btqnes ; a figure pf the Virgin and 
Child set with rubies, emeralds and garneti ; a 
figure of St Peter holding in one hand a church, 
in the .other the keys,. trampling on Nero, and 
with a large sapphire in his breast. This will 
^re some notion of the vanished tpleadours of 
the shrine. The two large twistqd columns 
now placed at the western eiod of the basement 
V(ere probably used as pedestals for statues, for 
an old illustration shows us piUare on either ude, 
of the shripe, supporting figures of St John the 
Evangelist, and Edward the Confessor. 

An altar stood at the western end of tiie 
tomb, and was replaced at the Reformation by a 
t^e used at coronations, and called St Edwara's 
altar. 

The shrine vfta despoiled of its treasures by 
Henry VIII. about 1536, and at the same time 
the relics were dispersed. 

Dart remarks, with a certain dry humour, 
tlu^t "the Reformers b^ so much regard to it 
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(i.t. the Shrine) m being the Repodtorj for 
a Prince, tho' they denied it being a Shrine for 
a Saint, that they denxiiled it of nothing but 
what was valuable : ATarice (in this case) not 
Disrespect, being the chief motive that induc'd 
their defacing it." 

At this time, the monks, fearing lest even 
the body of the Confestor should be destroyed, 
buried the colfin elsewhere in the church ; thejr 
also took down and hid the decorations of the 
lower part of the shiine. 

On the accession of Queen Mary, the tomb 
was to a certain extent restored ; the present 
cornice and wooden superstructure date from 
that period, having been put up by Abbot 
Feckenham. 

The Queen presented images amd jewels for 
the decoration of the shrine, but its first beauty 
had departed never to return. 

During the time of the Commonwealth, the 
shrine was again deprived of its adornments, but 
the Confessor's body was left undisturbed. 

Later on again, at the Coronation of James 
IJ. in 1685, one of the *' singing men" thought 
be observed a hole broken in the coflin by the 
^1 of some of the acaffblding, and on going 
afterwards to' see if this were tnie, he found that 
the coffin was injured, and was able to see some 
glistenbg object ioiide it. Putting io his hand, 
he drew from beneath the shoulder-blades a gold 
cross meaiuring about four inches long by three 
wide, and a gold chain some twenty-four inches 
long. On one side of the cross was a represeota- 
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don of the Crucifixion ia eoaiDel. Tliis precious 
jewel was brought to the Dean, who in his tiira 
delivered it to the king. The finder of the 
croM saw also "the Head solid and linn, the 
upper and lower jawa full of Teeth, and a List 
m Gold round the Templea, and much dust in 
the Coffin." 

James II. afterwards caused the coffin to be 
enclosed within another strongly clamped with 
iron, and noce that time Edwaid has rested to 
peace. 

Prom the earliest days his shrine has been a 
place of pilgrimage, costly ofTerings of all kind* 
hanng been laid there. Near this ^t were 
kept the relics, which were so highly prized 
in the Middle Ages. Among them were the 
Virgin Mary's girdle, presented by the Con- 
fessor; the stone on which our Lord stood at 
His Ascension, and which bore His foot-print ; 
a crystal base containing some of the Holy 
Blood, presented by Henry III. ; a jaece of 
the True Cross, set in gold and precious stonet, 
brought from Wales l^ Edward I. ; and the 
■knll of St Benedict, presented by Edward III. 

The golden coronet of Llewellyn, the last 
Welsh Prince, was placed near the shrine 
by Alfonso, third son of Edward I., and it 
was here Uiat Edward I. brought the Stone 
of Scone when he returned from his Scotti^ 
war*. 

The fifteenth century screen which doses the 

chape! on the western side, although in no way 

connected with the shrine itself, nuy yet be fitly 
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described here, aa the tculptorea which form the 
frieze represent scene* from the Confessor's life, 
aitd illustrate better than any words the hold that 
Edward's memory had o?er the imagination of 
thepeople. 

The subjects are as follows, begioning from 
the south end : — 

1. The nobles swearing fealty to Qaeen 
Emma in the name of her unborn son. 

2. The birth of Edward at Islip, in 
Oxfordshire. 

3. Edward's coronation. The archbi^ops 
of York and Canleibuiy stand on either side of 
the king. 

4. The abolition of the Danegelt, or tax 
imposed on the country by Ethelred, to bribe 
the Danes to leave England. 

Edward the Conlessor had a vision in which 
he saw a demon dancing on the casks which 
contained the treasure, and remitted the tax in 
consequence. 

;. A scullion, thinking the king is asleep, 
steals money from his treasure-chest. Edward 
warns him to csc^»e before Hugolin, the Cbam- 

The story says that when Hugolia came into 
the king's room he discorered the theft, and 
asked the Iting whether he had' not seen the 
thief. " Hugoiin, no," the king answers, 
"it was a poor needy one; he has more need 
of it than we ; enough treasure hath King 
Edward." 

The king goes on to tell how the thief had 
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come three time* for boot^, and at the third 
time, " I Bay to him, Be off, wretch ; what you 
have already taken, keep in peace. By inc you 
ihall not E>e discovered ; Hugo ia coming, be 
well a«)ored ; so far I know him, so may God 
guard me, he will not leare yon even one half- 
penny, if he comes." 

6. This represents the miraculous appear- 
ance of our Lord to Edward at the mass> to 
which story allusion has already been made. 

7. The story here depicted is quiuntly told 
by Fabysn, thus : *' he fthe king) beyng at 
masse in y^ churche of WettroynMer upon a 
Whytsondaye, in the tyme of the lenacioa 
(eleratioo) of y* Sacrement, he laught; where- 
of the lordeo beyng about hym mervayted greatly, 
and after frayned (agked) hym of the cauM; 
wheteuoto he answered and taid, that the Danys 
and the Norwajres of one assent were prepared 
to haTe comen into this lande, and here to have 
taken prayes. But as the Kynge.of Danys 
shulde have entred his sbyp, he fylle into the 
see and was drowned ; soo that I trust in my 
dayes they shal not, Dor none other strangera 
m^e any warre in this lande," 

8. The quarrel between Harold and Toati, 
sou of Earl Godwin, and brothers-in-law to 
the king. Edward prophesies their future un- 
happy hte. 

9. Edward sees in a vision that the seven 
sleepers of Ephesus have turned from their right 
side to thnr left, a portent of great disasters. 

10. The Coniessor meets St John the 
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ETangelm, who, ditguised as a poor pilgrim, 
asks an dms, " — aod the king is in diocrcM 
because ndther gold nor nlver be finds at hand. 
And he reflects, remaiDB silent, looks at bis 
band, aod remembers that on his finger he bad 
a chwisbed rmg, wfaicb was large, ropi and 
beautiiii]. To the poor man be gives it, for 
the love of St John his dear lord ; and be takes 
it with joy, and gently giTes him thanks ; aod 
when he was possessed of it, be departed and 



1 1. The blind are restored to sight by 
nung the water in which the Coofessor has 
washed. 

1 2. Two English pilgrims f said to have come 
from Ludlow) when travellmg in FalesciDe, 
meet St John the ETangelist, " an old man 
white and hoary, brighter than the sun at raid- 
day." He guides the pilgrims to a hos^lry, 
tells them that he is John the ETangelist, and 
that he bears a special love to thdr king. He 
gives them the ring, and bids them restore it to 
Edward, adding, "and let King Edward know 
well, to roe he shall come before six months (are 
over) and since he resembles me, in Paradise 
shall we be together." 

13. The pilgrims give the ring back to 
the Confessor, and deliver the message. 

14. This scene is usually supposed to re- 
present the dedication of the AUiey church in 

,065. 

We cannot conclude this short description of 

Edward the Confessor aod of his last resting- 
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gice better than by the following words from 
eao Stanley's pages, " — the central tomb, 
round which all those famous oames have 
clustered, coDtaios the ashes of one who, weak 
and erring as he was, rests his claims of inter- 
ment here not on any act of power ot fame, 
but only on hia artless piety and simple good- 
ness. He, towards whose duet was attracted 
the fierce Norman, and the proud Plantagenet, 
and the grasping Tudor, and the Gckle Stuart, 
even the independent Oliver, the Dutch William, 
aqd the Haooveriaa George, was one whose 
humble graces are within the reach of every 
man, woman and child of erery time, if we 
rightly part the immortal substance from the 
perighable form." 

On the north side of the Confessor's shrine 
stands the beautiful and stately tomb of Henry 
III, — "the king of simple life," as his great 
contemporary, Dante, calls him — the builder 
of the church we now see. 

Henry died on November i6th, i J71, and on 
the Feast of St Edmund was "buried magnifi- 
cently in this church ; his body was drest in his 
Royal Robes, with the Crown upon his Head, 
and all the Nobility attending." 

The body was borne by the Knights Templars, 
Henry having been the first to introduce that 
order into England. He was buried temporarily 
before the High Altar, in the place hallowed 1^ 
the Confessor's bones, and it was not until 1291 
that his remams were moved into the splendid 
tomb prepared by Edward I. 
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Od that occasioD Henry*! heaR was delivered 
to the Abbeu of FoDtevrault, to be taken hack 
to the anccstnl home in Anjou, td the Abb^ 
where lo raany of the Pkatageoet line lie 

The tomb, Italiao in design and workmanihip, 
it of Purbeck marble, richly decorated with gold 
and glatt mosaic, moit of which is unh^tpily 
mach injured. Tiie materialt for the mocuc 
were sent over from Italy, uid the tomb, apart 
from the efEgy, seems to have been ready in 
1281, as we read that "in this year Edward 
caused the tomb of his father at Westounster 
to be greatly honoured with precious itraea of 
ja^r which be had brought with him out of 

The tomb is double, the lower part having in 
it three small receates, probably used to hold relica. 
The Kcond, or upper mosaic tomb, hat a large 
slab of porfjiyry on each nde, and twisted pillars 
at the comers. Upon this second tamb rests 
the beautiful effigy of the king, made in gilt 
t^onze by one Williun Torel, an Engliihman. 
It is not a portrait, but an ideal £guie, and 
represents a sovereign in crown and robes, which 
were no doubt once adorned with jewels, as 
there are boles to which such ornaments appear 
to have been attached. 

We stand betide Henrjr'i tomb, and think of 
the strange mixture of deToutness and extor- 
tionate tyrannj in hit character. Matthew Paris, 
the old chronicler, says of him : " In proportion 
at the king wag considered to be cMaeot b 
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prudence ia worldly actions, so was be more 
distiogDuhed for devotion to the Lordi for it 
was nis cnstom erery day to hear three masses 
with the notes, and as he wished to bear mor^ 
he assiduously attended at the celebration <^ 
private masses ; and when the priest elevated 
the body of our Lord, he usually held the band 
of the priest and kissed ii." 

The same chronicler relates the story of tbe 

splendid ceremonies with which Henry III. 

tn'oDght the Holy Blood to Westminster in 1 347, 

^ ceremonies characteristic both of the king him- 

>df and of the times in which be lived. 

This precious relic, which has already been 
mentioned, was sent to the king from the Holy 
Land by the Knights Templars and Hospitallers, 
and was first brought to St Paul's. Thence, 
OD October I3tb (the anniversary of the Con- 
fessor's Translation), it was carried with the 
utmost solemnity to the Abbey by tbe king him- 
self. Henry had spent the night before in 
prayer and &sting, and when the day came, be 
went to St Paul's, and there received the crystal 
phial contsiaing the Holy Blood "with tbe 
greatest honour, reverence, and awe." He 
carried it "above his head, publicly, going on 
foot, and wearing a humble dress," and we read 
that he "carried it with both hands when he 
came to any ragged or oncven part of the road, 
but always kept his eyes fixed on heaven, or on 
the vessel itself. Two assistants supported the 
king's arms, lest his strength should fail in so 
great an eflort. Fbally, he presented and made 
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an oAer of it, ai a priceleta gift and one that 
made England Uliutrioua, to God, the Church of 
St Peter at Weatminster, to hi( beloved Edward, 
and the holy brethren who at that place minittN 
to God and Hit laiatt." 

This story illustratei well the pnrfbandlv 
reUgioiu aide of Henry*) character, and formi all 
the more curious contrast to the account) of his 
exactions. 

HoliDshed calls him "a devout prince, and 
liberall towards the poore and needy. Yet be 
wanted not dispraise in some points, namely for 
that in ordering of things ana wdghtie affairs, 
he used small consideration. He was also noted 
to be a great taker of monie by loans, taxes and 
subsidies." 

Fuller aptly remarks: "He was a very pious 
king. Son to a prophane Father (King John) ; 
a very poor king. Brother to a raott wealthte 
(Richard, King of the Romans) ; a very weak 
king. Father to a most wise Son, Edward the 
First." 

Matthew Paris gives us a deecriptiDn of hit 
personal appearance : " King Henry was of 
middling stature, and compact of body. The 
eyelid of one eye hung down, so as to hide some 
of the dark part of the eyeball. He possessed 
robust strength, and was incondderate in his acts ; 
but as they generally came to fortunate artd happy 
results, many thought that he was designated (^ 
the prophet Merlin, when speaking of the lynx, 
as penetrating everything with his eje." 

Such was the third founder of the Abbey, 
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"Quiet King Henry III,, our English Neator 
(not for depth of braina, but length of life) " — 
a man of many faults and weakoeue*, but hanng 
withal in his character that strain of deroatnes* 
and umplicity which hat caused potfeiity to 
pass a mercifiil judgment od his errors. 
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IN the Chapd of- Edward the Confetaar, or 
Chapel of the King*, lie nx kings and fire 
queene of England. 

The tombs of two of the«c kioga, Edward die 
Confessor and Henry III., have been dcKribed 
in the preceding chapter, and we must now turn 
the other mooumeat*. 
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On the north side of the chapel, between the 
monumeat of Henry III. and the screen, staoda 
the tomb oi Edivard I., the greatest aovemgn of 
the Plantagenet line, famous both as warrior and 
legislator. 

Edward was bom at Westminster in 12391 
and was Darned after the Confessor. He reigaed 
from 1271 to 1307, "a right, noble and worthy 
Prince, to whom God proportioned a most 
princely presence and p^sonage, as a right worthy 
seat to entertatne so heroic^l a minde." "A 
worthy prince he was," says Fuller; "fixed 
in his generation between a weak father and son. 
. . . Equally fortunate in drawing or sheathing 
the sword in war and peace ; having taught the 
English loyalty, by tbem almost forgotten, and 
the Welsh subjection, which they had never 
learned before.' — " He was bo fortunate with 
his sword at the be^nning of his Raign that he 
awed all his Enemies with his Scabbard before 
the end thereof." 

Edward and his wife Eleanor were the first 
sovereigns who were jointly crowned b the 
Abbey, and thnr coronation in 1273 was the 
first to <take place in the new Church of Henry 
III. 

Edward's devotion to the Abbey is shown 
by his having continued the building, and by 
his bringing hither the Stone of Scone and the 
Scottish RegaUa, to be deposited near the shrine 
of his sainted namesake. 

King Edward died at Burgh on the Sands, 

a little village on the coast of Cumberland, on 
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July 7th, 1307. MU body wa* tvoaght to 
Waltham Abbey, where it lay for some fifteen 
or rixteeo weelu beaide that of Harold the Saxon. 
It was then brought to London, by order of 
Parliament, and retted in the churches of Holy 
Trinity, St Paul's, and the Friara Minors sac- 
ceMively, "and after with great (olempnytie 
conoeyed unto Westmynster, and there tniryed 
in the Chapell of Seyot Edwarde, in a playne 
toinbe of maible at y hed of his fader." The 
" {Jain, rough monument " (an extraordinary 
contrast to those of his father and brother) 
consists of five slab* of grey marble upon a frce- 
stooe base, and has the appearance of being 
unfinished. As is well known, Edward had 
charged his son, Edward II. (i) that he should 
carry his bones through Scotland until he had 
brought it into subjection; (2) that he should 
send his heart to the Holy Land with 14O 
Icnights; (3) that he should not recall Piers 
Gaveston to Engiaud. None of theK proroiae* 
were kept, but the tomb may JiaTe been left 
to that It might be easy to open it and more 
the body at any time. 

Fabyan seems to think that the roughneM 
of the tomb is due to neglect on Edward XL's 
part, as he says, "Anone at his fader was 
buryed, and his exequy scantly iumisbed, he 
( Edward II.) fbrgettynge the hyghe and charge- 
able comaundement of hig sayde fader, sent in all 
haste for hit olde compere Pyert de Gaueetooe." 

However this may be, die tomb remains in 

its plain, rude slate. The canopy was broken 
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dowD ID the riot which took place at Fulteney's 
funeral in 1764, and the iron grille which pro- 
tected the tomb on the ambulatory side has 
aI«o disappeared. On the north side of the 
monumeot are the words : *' Scotorum Malleua " 

S Hammer of the Scots) and " Factuni Serra " 
Keep Troth), but these ioscriptioos are 
obriouily of a later date. Whether they are 
a ctmy of the ancient inscriptioa or Dot is un- 
certain. The " pact " may refer to the promisea 
made aad broken by Edward II. 

The tomb of Edward I. was mwned in 17741 
and was feund to contain a large Purbeck marble 
coffio> 6 feet 7 inches long, and 1 foot 4 inchea 
deep. This cotGn being opened, the corpse, 
which was 6 feet 1 inches long, and in wonder- 
ful preserration, was seen, " wrapped in a large 
3uare mantle of strong, coarse aitd thick linen 
oth, diapered, of dull, pale, yellowirfi-brown 
colour, and waxed on its under dde." The 
head and face were covered with a sudarium or 
&ce-cloth of crimson sarcenet. The body was 
dressed, first in a very closely fitting cere-cloth, 
then in a red silk-<kmask dalmatic, and over 
that, a white silk tissue stole, richly jewelled 
and embroidered. Above all, was the royal 
mande or pall, of rich crimson satin, &Btened 
00 the left shoulder with a magnificent fibula 
of some gilt metal. A piece of rich cloth of 
gold was laid over the lower part of the body. 
In his right hand the king held the sceptre with 
the cross, made of copper gilt ; in his left, the 
rod or sceptre with the dove. Oo the liead 
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was a gilt crown. The extiaoidiDary pieaem- 
doD of the body wai doubdeu due to tbe care 
with which the cere -cloth* had been kept 
renewed until the time of Henry IV., when the 
renewal appears to have been discontinued. 

The tomb was securely doted with cem«t 
in the presence of the spectators, who were, 
fffdiably, tbe last who will ever gaze on the 
great sorerdgn. 

On the other side of Hemy III.'s tomb lies 
his daughter-in-law, Eleanor of Castile, married 
to Edward I. in 1354. She was a constant 
and deroted companion to her husband through- 
out all their married life, and even innsted on 
going with him to the Crusade, saying that 
" nothing ought to part those whom God hM 
joined, md the way to beaveo is as near from 
Palestine at from England." 

Tradition says that the sared her husband's 
life by sucking the poison from a wound be 
received from the dagger of an assasun in tbe 
Holy Land. "She was a godlie and modest 
priocesse, fiill of ptie, and one that shewed much 
tavour to the English nation, readie to releeve 
ererie mans greefe that susteioed wrong, and 
to make them friends that were at discord, so 
&rre as in her laie" (Holinshed). 

Eleanor died of a slow fever at Hardby, near 
Lincoln, "Upon St Andrew's even, 1190»" 
" the king being then on his waie towards the 
borders of Scotland : but hanng now lost the 
iewell which he most esteemed, he returned 
towards London to accompanie the C<»ps unto 
«3 
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WcitiDiDBter, where it was buried in St Edward'* 
Chapell, ai the feet of King Henrie the third." 
The Kory of that funeral procession is well 
known. A crow marked each place where the 
qneen's body rested on its last jooraeyi but of 
wese crosses only three remain, namely, at 
Northampton, Geddington, and Waltham. It 
is remarked that the idea of thus erecting crosses 
might have been suggested to Edward I.'s mind 
by the funeral ceremonies of St Louis of France, 
who waa Eleanor's kinsman, and Edward's uncle 
by marriage. 

Three tombs were erected orer the tjueen's 
remains — one at Lincoln, which peiished in the 
Cifil Wars I one at BlackfHars (where her 
heart was buried), which was destroyed at the 
dissolution of the monasteries ; and the one Kill 
remaining at Westminster. 

The Aineral rites were performed with great 
magnificence, the Bishop of Lincoln presiding, 
owing to a dispute between the Abbot of West- 
minster and the Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
thus could not meet. Provision was made for 
splendid commemoration, and Fabyan tells us 
that *< the bathe ii wexe tapers brennynge upon 
her tumbe, both daye and nyght, so hath 
cotyfiued syne the day of her burying to this 
present daye." 

' Eleanors beautiful tomb is of Pnrbeck marUe, 
and of a purely Gothic and En^sh design. On 
the ndesarepaoelsenclosing the arms of England, 
Castile and Leon, and Ponthien, while on the 
lower pact of the tomb, on the ambulatory aide, 
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are traces of a puadiig by " Matter Walter ot 
Durham," luppoaed to represent one of the 
apocryphal miracles of the Virgin. Upon the 
marble tomb rests the exquisite idea] etfigy in 
gilt bronze, the work of William Torel, the 
same English artist who designed the diigy of 
Henry III. The queen wears her crown, aild 
is robed in two long dresses and a cloak, the 
string of which is held in her leit band. 
Numerous small holes in the crown and round 
the borders of the ^rmeots show that some kktd 
of omameot has been attached. 

The roonument is protected on the ambulatory 
side by a very fine grille of wrought iron, the 
work of an Englith smith, one " Master Thomas 
de Leghtone" (Leighton Buzz^),aiid round 
the copper verge is a Norman-French bscriplion, 
<* Ici gist Alianor jadis Reyne de Engleiere 
femme al Rey Edeward, Fiz le Rey Henii, e 
fylle al Rey de Espagne e Contaase de PuDtiff, 
del alme de II Dieu pur sa pite eyt merci. 

The eastern end of the Chapd, where the 
altar of relics once stood, is now occupied by 
the Chantry Chapel of Htnrj V., built by his 
son, Henry VI. Henry V., we are told, 
''directs in his wiU that orer his body be made 
3 high place to be ascended by steps at one end 
of hu tomb, and descended in Uke manner at the 
other end, in which place the rdics were to be 
placed, and an altar founded. To this aliar, 
called the Altar of the AnnimciatioD, the king 
bequeaths plate and vestments, and orders that it 
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■hall be served by three monlu of the Abbey 
Church, who ahall iay three masBes daily. ' 
A sam of money was bequeathed for the support 
of the Chantry, aod for the doe celebratioo of 
the king's aoiUTertary. 

Beneath the arch formed by this beautifol 
Chantry, which waa built according lo hia direc- 
uoaa, lies Harry of Monmouth, the victor* of 
Agincourt, "a prince whome all men loved, and 
of Done disdained, a capteine against whome 
fortune never firowned, nor mischance once 
apumed ; ... of courage invinciUe, of purpose 
immatable, ao wiae-hardie alwaies, aa foare was 
baoiibt from htm. . . . For bountifulnetB and 
liberalitie no man more free, gentle and. franke, 
in bestowing rewarda to all persons according to 
tbeir deserts ; for his taieng was, that he never 
desired monie to keepe, hut to give and spend." 

Dean Stanley points out djat "Henry V. 
cheridied a peculiar veneration for the Abbey, 
which had been the scene of that great trans- 
formatioD, from a wild licentious youth to a 
■teady, detormined man, to an austere cbampon 
of orthodoxy, to the greatest aoldter of the age, 
' Hostium victor et sui.' " 

Henry died at Vincennes in his thirty-fourth 
year, and his embalmed body rested for a time 
in Rouen cathedral. Thence it was hrangfat, 
with the most ma^ificent of funeral prtreessions, 
to Calais, Dover, aod London. The corpse 
was placed in an open charbt drawn by four 
horaes, "and above his Corps was his Figure 
made of boyled Hidesor Leather, npresenti^ 
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Mtaud to the Life ; upoa ' 
a Imperial Dka<lem of gold and 
pndoiu StooM; on bia Body, a parple Robe 
nitrcd with ErnuBC ; in hit right Hand he had 
a Sc^tre Royal, wd in his Irit, a Ball of Gold 
with a Cro«« fixed thereon " (Sandford). 

Thia [DentioD of the ethgy is of ^cial 
intereat, aa it marks the firat occadon on which 
an efEgy was carried at a royal fiueral in [^ce 
of the embalmed body of the toTereigo. James, 
Kiag of Scotland, acted as chief mourner, and 
Katfaerine de Valoii, the widowed queen, 
followed at the distanoe of a isague. Roand 
the car were a hundred men in white, carrying 
torchei, and there was a procession o( clergy, 
who cbaDted as they w«it. 

The body was met at Dofer by bishops and 
other great ecclesiastics, funeral tervicea being 
held at each st^e of the joumtiy between Do*er 
and London, On reaching London, the body 
was laid in state in St Paul's Cathedral, wh«« 
the first great obaequie* were celebrated. It 
was then brought with nauch pomp to the 
Abbey, and there it was . sqlemnly interrecL 
" He was inteired with sach solemne cerenunies, 
moumiog of lords, praier of priest^t and snch 
lamenting of commons, at never before then the 
lyke was scene in England." The king's thr«t 
chargers were led up the Hare behind the efigy, 
and the banners were borne by nobles. 

Katheriae de Vaiois erected the monurant 

of Purbeck marUe we now see, " whereon wH 

l^'d his Statue of Heart of Oak j on vhich 
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wai a Head of Silrer, and likewiBe his Sceptre 
and other Regalia." But we learn that about 
the latter part of Henry VIII/s reign, the head 
<j£ massive silver, together with the plates of 
silver which covered the whole figure "became 
the Prey of pilfering, avaricious and sacrilegious 
Hands, to that the headless trunk is alt that 
remains." 

Addison, in the Spectator, describes the in- 
dignation of Sir Roger de Coverley at the sight 
of Henry V.'s mutilated effigy. " Some Whig, 
I'll warrant yon," says Sir Roger j " you ought 
to lock up your kings better ; they will carry ofF 
the body too, if you don't take care." ■ 

At the western end of the tomb are fifteenth 
century gates iu iron-work, made by a London 
smi^, Roger Johnson. 

The Ch^try Chapel cuts nithlesfily into 
the tombs of Eleanor and Philippa on either 
side, bat is a beautiful work in' itself. Among 
the statues on the towers are figures of two 
kings, each carrying a church in his left hand, 
and evidently meant for the Confessor and 
Heitty III. Above the altar are the figures 
of St George and St Denis, the patron aaiots 
of England and France, two female saints, and 
two kings, probably the Confessor and St 
Edmund. 

The sculptures facing the north and south 
Ambulatories are thought to represent Henry's 
two coronations, in England and in Prance. 
Among the sculptured devices are the swans 
and antelopes of the De Bohons, and Henry*! 
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sptciai badge, the crciMt light. This CEcnet 
t^ht ia Hippoaed to indicate Heniy's cood 
qualitiei, once obuured by youtlifiil fbllies, 
but in later years duBing lilbe a beacon or 
creuet, "which is no ordinary light." 

Od a wooden bar above the Chantry hung 
the abieldf saddle and helmet of Henry V., 
placed there *' after the example of the like 
peraooal accoiitremeoti of the Black Prince at 
Canterbury." Truth, alai, conipela tu to admit 
that the helmet is not "that vary catque that 
did afiright the air at Agiocourt," but a tilt- 
ing helnfct purchated for the fimeral. Still, 
the shield, saddle and helmet lemaio, in their 
faded glory, to speak to all beholders of a 
king *'that both lived and died a paterae in 
priocehood, a load-Btan« in honoiv, a mirrour 
of magoilicence." 

Beneath the ancient altarnJab in- the Chantry 
Chwel of Henry V. lies his wife, Kather^ 
de Faloit, daughter of Charles VI. of France, 
married to Henry V. at Troyes in 14.15, died 
1437- 

After the death of Henry V., Katherine 
married Oweo Tudor, a Welsh gentlemao who 
claimed descent from Cadwallader, and wa« 
celebrated for the beauty of his person. Her 
eldest SOD, Edmund Twlor Earl of Richmond, 
married Margaret Beaufort, and was the bther 
of Henry VH; 

Katherine died at Bermcsidiey Abbey, and 
was buried at Westminster in Henry III. 's Lady 
Chape). When this building was [Milled doivn to 
«9 
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ttake room for Henry Vll.'g new Lady Chapel, 
the queen'a remaina were rcmoTed, and placed 
be^de Henry V.'a tomb in ± coffin of loose 
boards, where it remaiiKd for more than two 
hundred years. Dart, writing in the eighteenth 
century, says that her body " has ever since c6d- 
ttnUed to be Men, the Bones being firmly united, 
and thinly cloth'd with Fleah, like scrapings of 
tann'd leather; a *iew ft to represent to us 
the end of Beaoty, Greatness, and irtiat else 
sublunary things we boasL" 

Pepys, in his diary, tells us how he saw, " by 
particular favour, the body of Queen Katberine 
de Valcus, and I had the upper part of her body 
in my hands, and I did kiss her mouth, reflecting 
upon it that I did kin a Queene, and that this 
was'my birthday, thirty-six years old, that I did 
kiss a Queene." 

In 1776 the body was [Jaced in Ae Villiers 
Vault in St Nicholas's Chapel, aad in 1878 
removed to its present resting-place, with the 
sanction of Queen Victoria. 

On the southern side, next to Henry V.'a 
Chantry, is the tomb of "the most courteous, 
noUe aitd liberal queen that em reigned in onr 
tim^, the lady PMifpa of Nainauli, queen of 
England and of Ireland," wife of Edward III., 
married and crowned in r3i7-8, died 1369. 
" She was a woman of great honour and vinae, 
and a firm friend to England : — strenuously 
assertiilg her husband's right to France, notwith- 
standing her close dtiance with that crown.*' 
All will remember the story of Queen Philippa'i 
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n for die burgMBO of Calait, who bail 
been condemoed to death by Edward III, 

FrMHUt teUa ua that when Fhilippa frit ber 
end approacfaiDgi (he Kot for the lung, aod hold- 
ing hit right hand in hers, she made three laK 
reqnesti, of which the third waa u follows ; ** I 
Mitreat that, when it shall please God lo call 
you hence, you will mot choose any other 
sepulchre than nunc, and that you will lie by my 
aide in the cloisters at Westminster."—'* Soon 
after," the chronicler adds, " the good lady made 
the s^ of the cross on her br^st, and having 
nKommeaded to God the king and her yonn^ 
son Thomas, who was present, ^Tc up h«f spirit, 
which, I liniily believe, was caught by the holy 
ai^els and carried to the glory of Heaven t for 
she had never done anything, by thought or deod, 
that could endanger Iter louDg it" 

Philippa has "a curious neat black marble tomb, 
with her image thereon in polished alabaster," as 
Kcepe describes it, and be adds that " round 
about the Pedestal are thirty sweetly carved 
niches, wherein had been placed as many images," 
but the images and most of the tabernacle wwk 
have disappeared. The small portion of the 
tabernacle work yet remaining was repbced in 
i8$7 by Sir Gilbert Scott, who found same 

Srt of it in a museum, and some built into 
enry V.'b Chantry. The alabaster effigy, with 
its cjuaint head-diess, is a portrait, the earliest 
poitrait effigy in the Abbey. The images which 
once filled the niches represented the great per- 
sonages to whom Philippa was related, among 
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them beinf Edward III., Edward the BUck 
PrtDcei Wilham of Hainault (Philippa's father), 
and the kiogi of Navarre, Bohemia, Sicily and 

The tomb u of Flemish design, the work of 
a Flemish artist, Hawkia de Li^ge ; the king, 
wc hear, was at "vast expence" in'erectiDg 
thia once gorgeoot nnmument, which wa* once 
adorned with no less than seventy 6garea. There 
is a wOoden canopy above the tomb, and it wa* 
formerly protected by an iron grille bought by 
Edward III. for ;£,^o, from " the- keeper of the 
old works " at St Paul's, where it once covered 
Che tomb of the "venerable Fadier Michael, 
once Bishop of London." 

Next to Philippa, according to her dying 
request, lies her husband, Edioard III. He 
was bom in 1313, and reigned from 1327-8 
to 1377, "a prince no less successful than 
valiant ; like an amphibion, he was equally 
active on water and land. Witness his naval 
victory nigh Sluys, and land conquest at Cr^y, 
Poicders, and elsewhere." " He conquered 
both before his face and behind his back, 
whence he came and whither he went, north 
and south, one in his person, the other in his 
snbsdtutes in his absence." "A Prince who 
loved justice, order, and his people, the supreme 
virtues of a Soveraigne." It was in right of 
his mother Isabel, daughter of Philip the Fair, 
that Edward claimed die throne of France, 
and began that " Hundred Yeara' War " between 
France and England, which ended in the Engliih 
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being diiTco out of newly all their French 
poMemoDB in i4$3- 

Edward III. died at Sheen, deterted by his 
^Tovrites and attendant*, robbed in hii laat 
moments of the very rings off his fingers. One 
priest only was present to mininer to the dying 
king. 

The tomb, which is lacy iae, it of Purbeck 
mariile, with effigy, ttatuettei, and coats of 
arms in gilt bronze, the shields being colonied 
by means of enameL Round the baae, on the 
andiDlatory side, are qoatrcfoils, with em- 
blazoned shields in the centre. Round the 
tomb itself aie twelre nichet once filled with 
^t-brooze figures of Edward's children. Six 
of these figures stil] remain, namely, those of 
Edward the Black Prince, Joan de la Tow, 
Lionel Duke of Clarence, Ednrand of Langley 
Duke of York, Mary of Brittany, and William 
of Hatfield. The face of the efligy i&suf^Ktsed 
to have been modelled from a cast taken after 
death. Over the tomb is a fine wooden canopy, 
and round the verge a rhyming inscription in 
Latin. 

The circle of royal tombs round the Con- 
fessor's shrine it completed on the south side 
by the la^e altar-tomb of Richard II. and his 
&8C wife, Anne of Bohemia. 

Richard II,, "of Bordeaux," at he was 
called, was the ton of Edward the Black 
Prince and Joan, "The Fdr Maid of Kent." 
He was bom in 1366, and reigned 1377 to 
1399- 
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jimt 1^ Bohemia, the " good Queen Addc^" 
was the daughter of the Emperor Charles IV., 
and Msler of the "good King Wencedans." 
She was married to Richard in the Abbey in 
1 381 and died in 1394. 

Richaid II. had a ipedai lore for Wert- 
minster; he *' esteemed Edward the ConfeMor 
as hii Patron, aad wore his arms." He and 
the Queen Med to attend service in state on 
St Edward's Day, and the fncture of Richard 
which now hags in the Sacrariom is siqtpoted 
to represent him a* be appeared in the Abbey 
on these occanons, in royal robea with crown 
and sceptre. Richard II. buih the great North 
entrance to the Abbey known as Solomon's 
Porch, and he also partly rebuilt Westminster 
Hall. 

The tomb was erected by Richard himself 
ovN the remains of his wife Adne, who died 
at Sheet), " to the great greefe of hir hatband 
King Richard, who lored hir intirely. The 
king took such a conceit with the house at 
Shnie, where she departed this life, that he 
caused the buildings to be thrown down and 
defaced." 

Anne's fineral was very magnificent ( ** the 
illununatiiw was so great on the day 1^ the 
ceremony that nothing was ever seen like to it 
before, not at the burial of the good Qtteen 
Philippa or any other," so Froisaart tells us. 
The tomb, with its marble and metal-work, 
cost about ^io,coo in our modern money. 

Richard II. intended to be laid in the same 
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tomb, and directed that hi« eflify should . 
represent him holding the (^ueeD's right hand 
in hia, but some time elapaed between his owQ 
tragic death and hia burial beside his beloved 
wife. Richard was deposed by his coiuiit, 
Henry of Lancaster, and it generally mjmosed 
to have been murdered at Ponteflract by a 
knight named Sir Piers <^ Extoo, who, "with 
viii other in his companye, fell upon the sayde 
Richarde late kynge, and hym myserably in 
his chaumbre' alewe." The body, covered wi^ 
lead all bot the face, lay at St Paul's for three 
days, and was then boned at Lackey. In 1413 
— possibly in obedience to Henry IV.'s dying 
instrnctiana — Henry V. commanded diat the 
body of Richard shoukl be brought to West- 
minster, and there bnried with great solemnity. 
Henry V. "provyded that iiii tapers shoolde 
brenne daye and night about his grave wbyle the 
world endureth," and directed that dirges and 
requiems should be said. 

The gilded effigies are eridently portraits, 
although Richard's does not recall much of the 
•'surpassing beauty " for which he was iamed. 
The rc^es of the king and queen are stamped 
all over with badges and patterns, and among 
these devices will be seen the white hart, the 
sun rising through tbe clouds at Crecy, die 
eagles of the empire, the lion* of Bohemia, and, 
round the cape of tbe king's mantle the broom- 
cods of the Plantagenets. The statuettes and 
enamelled coats of arms which once adorned 
tbe tomb have bog ago disappeared. A wooden 
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caoDp; coTCre the tomb, and i» decorated on 
the inner aide witb p^tingB, representing the 
Trinitf, the coronation of the Virgin, and 
Queen Anne's coat of arms. Round the edge 
<i the tomb there u a rhyming inBcription in 
Latin, a* on the tomb of Edward III. 

The little monuKient in black Lydian marble 
do«e to the tomb of Henry III. is that of 
EUxahab Tudor, daughter of Henry VII., who 
died in 1495, aged three yeara and two mimthB. 
She died at Eltham, and her funeral was cele- 
brated in the Abbey with great pomp. The 
tomb haa lott the gilt elfigy uid inKiiptions 
which once adorned it. 

A very similar tomb in grey marble stands at 
the head of Edward Ill.'a monumrat. It ia 
that of Margaret oj Tori, sixth daughter of 
Edward IV., who died 1 in 1472, aged nine 
inontha. Tbia little tomb, which has also lost 
its brass effigy and inscriptions, is supposed 
to hare been moved from swne other part of 
the church, possibly from Henry III.'s Lady 
Chapel. 

Close to Queen Philippa's grave lies her 
youngest son, Thomat of ]Vooditoek, Duke of 
Glouteiter, who died in 1397. He became 
Constable of England in right of his wife, 
Eleanor, co-heitees. of Humphrey de Bohun. 
Thomas was at first the adviser of his un- 
stable nephew Richard II., bid fell into 
disgrace, although "only guilty of ill-tem- 
pered Loyalty . . . and presuming on the old 
maxim: *an tTocIeis in the place of a Father.' 
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He obserred the king too nearly, and checked 
him too sharply ; whereupon he was conreyed 
to Calais, and there strangled " (or, rather, 
smothered). 

Richard II. perpetrated this shameful murder 
under pretext that his uncte was conaturiog against 
the crown. Thomas was lirst buried at Pleny in 
Essex, where he had founded " a &ir Colledge," 
and was afterwards translated to We»tmin«ter. 
The fine brass which once covered his tomb-stone 
has disappeared. 

On the north dde of the Confi^asor's shrine 
ties his wife. Queen Ediiha, daughter of Earl 
Godwin, sister of Harold and Toiti. She died 
in 1075, and it seems that she was first buried in 
the same tomb with her husband, and afterwards 
moved to her present resting-place. 

The sweetness and gentlenesi of her character 
was so great a contrast to her warlike &ther, that 
it caused the old writers to say of her ; " As 
comes the rose from the thorn, came Edith from 
Godwin." We are told that " her breast was a 
storehouse of alt liberal sciences," and great stress 
is laid on her proficiency in needlework. In this 
accomplishment, we are assured, " she had no 
equal as far as Constantinople." The Abbot of 
Croyland says that she was "of remarkable 
Ijeauty, extremely well-versed in literature, a 
maiden of exemplary purity of life and manners^ 
and of most holy humility." He addsthat often; 
as he met her on his way back from school, she 
would ijuetuon him about his studies and his 
verses, after wtudi, the wontd present Irim with 
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three or four [oeces of moaey, aad send him to 
the tayai brder to reireah himself^ 

On the south aide of thfi ihrioe lies the 
" Gooti Quaa MauJ," wife of Henry I., 
daughter of Malcolm III., King of Scotland, 
and Marvaret, the. great-niece of the Coofeitor. 
Queen Maud changed her Saxon name of Editfaa 
for the Norman name of Maud, in order to please 
her Norman subjects, and her marriage with 
Henry I. did much to reconcile the Norman and 
Saxon races. We are told that " she was famed 
ibr her humility, piety and charity, and all 
Tcrtuoiu dispositions, far from the ordinary, either 
vices, or imbeciliities, of her sex." Apother 
writer tells ns that "she went every day in the 
Lent time to this Church, bare-foot and bare- 
leg'd, wearing a garment of haire ; she would 
wash and kiss the feet of the poorest people, and 
gire them bountiiujl Almes." " Her virtues 
were so great, that an entire day would not 
suffice, to recount them." 

Near the tomb of Edward I. is a large alab 
with a brass in fairly good preservation, com- 
memorating Jain of Wahbaa, Biib^ oj Salu- 
htirj, who died in 139$. Johrk of Waltham 
was a great friend of Richard II., who made 
him Master of the Rolls, Keeper of the Great 
Seal, and Lord Treasurer. " Richard II. had 
such an afFecdon for him, that, dying in his 
office, he caused him to be buried (though mtay 
muttered thei«at) amongst the kings, and next 
to King Edward the First, at Westminster.' 
John of Waltham is the only person buried in 

■ i» 



]K Google 



ST EDWARD'S CHAPEL 

this chapel who is not of royal birth. The 
Inshop it repreBcnCed on the brass wearing 
his Mass TeUmeate and holding his pastoral 
staff. 

In or near the shiine of the Coofeisor was 
kept, for long years, a golden cup containing 
the heart of ffiary tfjilmayne, bod of Richard 
King of the Romans, and nephew of Henry 
III., who was murdered by the sods of Simon 
de Montfort in the cathedral of Viterbo in 
U71- 

To the tragic story of this prince's death we 
owe the one allusion to the Abbey made by 
Dante in the Divine Comedy. 

Henry d'Almayne, with his cousins Edward 
I. and Edmund Croiichback, was returning from 
the Crusade, and came with them to Viterbo, 
where the kings of France and Sicily, together 
with the cardinals, were met to elect a pope. 
The old Florentine chronicler, Villani, tells us 
that " Heory being in a church at Mass, at the 
hour when the sacrifice of the body of Christ was 
being celebrated, Guy, Count of Montfort ... 
stabbed and slew with his own hand the said 
Henry, in revenge for Count Simon de. Mont- 
fort, his father, slain, through his own &ult, by 
the King of England." Guy de Montfgft, 
"was not coQteirt with havii^ done the said 
murder," but being reminded that his father had 
been dragged by the hair along the ground, 
** returned to the church, amd took Henry by 
the hair, and dead as be was, he dragged him 
vilely from' tke cfaurchi" 
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Guy de Montfbrt was afterwards excom- 
municated for this deed, and Dante sees him in 
a coraer apart from the other siniters, in that 
awful river of Uood where the violent are 
punished, and says of him — 

" He cleft aninder in God'a boBoro 

The heart chat etill upon the Thames ii honoured," 
(A/.xil. ii9-ao.) 

the blow haviog been struck during the elevation 
of the Host, thus adding the sin of sacrilege to 
that of murder. The body of Henry d'Almayne 
was interred at the Cistercian Monastery of 
Hayles. The golden cup which held the heart 
was placed, most probably, in the hand of a 
natne near the shrine. 

The Coronation Chain and Stone of Scone 
In front of the fifteenth century screen described 
in a former chapter stand the Coronation Chairs. 
The chair on the left as we face the screen is 
that made by order of Edward I. to enclose the 
Stone of Scone. Tiie chair is of oak, and some 
few fiunt traces of its gorgeous decoration yet 
remain. It appears to have been richly adoraed* 
with colour, Riding, and glass mosaic Tlie 
lower part, which contains the fenKua Stone, it 
formed of open quatrefoils which once enclosed 
Shields. 

The legendary story of the celebrated Stone 
of Scone tells us that it is the stony pillow oo 
which Jacob reeled his head at Bethd, when 
he saw in a vision the ladder set up between 
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earth and heaTcn. From Bethel tfab Steoe 
wa« carried into Egypt by the patriarchs i from 
Egypt it was takeo to Spaa \sj Gathelua the 
Greek, mo of Cccropt the builder of Athene. 
This GatbeluB married Scota, the daughter of 
Pharaoh, and according to an old chronicler, 
Scotland i* named from thii aame Scou. 
Gathelu*. being alarmed at the ju^nnent* 
pronounced agaioM Egypt by Motet, fled to 
Spain, and took with him the Stone of Bethel) 
upon which he tat aa be adminiateTed jottice to 
bit people. Id later timet a king naiBed Milo 
the Scot reigned in Spaao. One of hit tont, 
Aimed Simon Brech, was tent to invade Ireland 
and subdiK it. It is he who it taid to have 
taken the famoua Stone to Ireland, where it wm 
placed on the tacred hiU.of Tafa, and receined 
the oarae of '< Lia Fail," or the " Stone of 
Destiny." If a true king stit upon it at hit 
coronation, the Stone made a ikuq like thuikder. 
If the king-elect were a pretender, the Stone 
was silent. Some antit^uaries maintain that the 
real Stone still rests on " Tara's Hill," but others 
tell us that about 330 B.C., Fergus, the fouoder 
of the Scotttth Monarchy, carried it across the 
tea to DliDStaffnage. From DunttalTsage it it 
taid to have been removed for a time to lona, 
and thence, in a.ix 850, jt waa brought hy 
Kenneth II. to Scone, where it.wat enclosed in 
a wooden chair. < From the time of the corona- 
tion of Malcolm IV. at Scone in 1 1^4, all the 
tucceedbg kinga of Scotland were crowned 00 
the Stooenndl the time of John fialiol. Edward 
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[. ta said to have been crotoned Kiii| of Scotland 
on the sacred Stooe of Scone after be had 
defeated Baliol at Donbar in 1196. Whether 
this Vai so or not, Edward carried olf the Stone 
and (he Scotdih regalia, and placed them near 
the Confeisor^i shrine (1397). 

The Scots made sereral attempts to reclaim 
the St«ae, aad Edward III. actually consented 
to festore it to them; but though the regalii 
waa tent back, the people of London would not 
hear of the Stone being allowed " to depart from 



Id this Chair, and on this Stone, all the 
sovereigns of England have been crowned from 
Edward II. downwards. It was even ti^ea 
into Westminner. Hall for the inanguration of 
Cromwell as Lord Protector, that being the 
only time it has been moved out of the church. 
The second chair, that on the right, was made 
for the coronation of William and Mary, who 
were crowned as joint sorereigna. 

Tht S-aiord and Shield of Slali 

Between the chairs, resting against the stooe 
screen, are the State Sword and Shield of 
Edward IIL, said to have been carried before 
him in Fiance. The sword, which is 7 feet 
long, and weighs 18 lbs., is desci^ied by Dryden 
BS " the monumental sword that conquer'd 
France." It was on the occasitw of Edward 
III.'s coroaatitm that the sword and shield of 
state were Gnt carried before the sorerei^ 
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ST EDWARD'S CHAPEL 

The Spectator tctia n* that ■• Sir Roger 
de Coverley laid hit hand upon Edwaid the 
Third's aword, and leaning upon the pommel 
of it, gave ui the whole hiBto^ of the Black 
Prioce; concludiog, that in Sir Richard fiaker'i 
opnion Edward the Third waa one of the 
greatest princea that erer rat upon the Eagliih 
throne." 
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CHAPTER V 

THE SACRARIUM AND CHOCK 

■ ■• How reTerend U the face of thia [all pile, 

'i':' .li Whose andeot piilari rear their marUe heads, 
C^iTo hear aloft its arch'd and ponderous roof, 
[■__ By its own weight made iteadbat and immoTable 
Looking tranquillity I " 

IF any visitor, entenag the Abbey, wishes to 
obtain an adeqnite impresnon of its beauty 
and eignificaoce, he cannot do better than make 
his way to the great crostiDg of the Choir and 
TraDsepta, take bis staad on the aJtar-stepa, and 
then look round him. 

The finest and most interesting view of the 
church is to be bad from this place, for not only 
do the beautiful cruciform shape of the building, 
and die exquisite details of the architecture show 
here to the beet advantage, but the memorials of 
the famous dead, as seen on either aide, irrerist- 
84 
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ihljr cecall the thought of the " great . cloud of 
witKwet" by which we are coippaued about, 

Tbmiag eastwards, and looking towardt the 
apM, ihe reredot, the aplendid pavement and 
bcMitifal t«nbe is the «(U)ctuary (u»ta\ly^ but 
incorrectly, called "the Sao^rium") may be 
itndied. ' ' i 

It will be remembered that here, before the 
altar, the coronations of our tovereigoB have 
taken place, from the coronation of WiUiam 
the Conqueror to that of Queen Victona. On 
these occasion* the Coronation Chair is brooght 
out from the Coofecior's Ohapel, and placed 
in the SacTarinin. :At the end o£ the cero^ 
mony, the sovereign, seated pa a raised throne 
imder the Lantenii receives the homage of tbe^ 

Speaking of the, corooativn of Queen y ictotifi» 
Dean Stanley says i " With this fairy viaon ends 
for us the series of the wost cpquauQu^ succession 
of events that the Abbey haa witnesced. Non^ 
such bekings to any other btol^iog is the world. 
The coronations of the kings of France . at 
Reins, and of the pope* in the; Patilica of the 
Vatican, most nearly appnoach it. But Reimt 
is now deserted, and tbs fo'esent Church of St 
Peter is by five centuries more nwJbni than 
the Abbey. The Westminster coronatioqa. are 
thus the outward cxpreaaion «f the graodcur of 
the English monarchy. . . . They reject the 
variom propoittoiM > in. which its elective and 
its hereditary character have couDterbalanced 
each other. They contain, on fhe ttne hapd. 
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ID the Recogn'itieini tbt Euthronizatioa, and 
the path, the utterances of the 'fierce demo- 
cracy ' of the pea|Je of England. They 
coataiD, on the other hand, in the Unaioii, 
the Crown, and the Fatal Stone, in the sanc- 
tion of the prelatet and the homage of the 
noblea, the primitive regard for sacred pbcet, 
sacred relics, consecrated persons, and hearen- 
descended right, lingering <m throngh all the 
counteracting tendencies of change and time." 

The Sacrarium was formerly hung with cloth 
of arras, or tapestry, representing scenes from 
the Li& of the Confessor. In the time of 
Queen Anne thid was replaced by a wooden 
wainKotting, which completely hid the tombs 
from view. Queen Anne also gave permiarion 
for an altar-piece or reredoa by Inigo Jooet 
to be brought from Hampton Court, and erected 
here. This reredoa was in its torn temoved in 
1824, to make way for a terra-coOa screeo by 
fiernascom. 

The present reredos and altar were erected in 
1867, after a design by Sii Gilbert Scott. The 
statues on the reredos are the work of Mr Arm- 
stead, and the central mosaic, reprctentiDg the 
Last Snpper, was executed by Salviati. 

The fonr larger statu6s represent (beginning 
from the north side) — 

1. Moses, the Lawgiver; placed nearest to 

Statesmen's Comer ; 

2. St Peter, the patron-taint, of West- 

minster i 

3. St Paol 1 
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4. David, tlK Poet and Ptalmin of Iirael,' 
placed next 10 Poet's Corner. 

The emaller itatuet in the upper tier reprewnt 
the four ETangeluta ; tboae in die lower tier the 
ro«r greater Prophets. The frieze above titt 
iBOMic represents aeeats from the life of oar 

The pavdnent within the altar-rails is very in- 
teresting, and is conttdoted to be a fine, specimea 
of the Italian mosaic known as "Opus AJex- 
aadrioun). The design represent* either the 
probable duration of the world, or the prmuat 
mobile, according to the Ptolemaic ■jstem. The 
materials for the mosaic (chieBy porphyry and 
serpentine] were brought irooi Rome by Abbot 
Richard de Ware, aod the pavement was laid 
down by Italian workmen about the year 1268. 
Speaking of Abbot Wue, Fuller says: "This 
Richard gouig to Rome, brought thence certain 
workmen and rich Purphury ... by whom and 
whereof he made the rare Pavement to be seen at 
Westminster, before the Conununion Table, con- 
taining die Discourse of the whole World, which 
i* at this day (seventeenth century) mo«t beauti- 
ful ( a thing of that singutaii^, cariomnesse aaA 
rareness, that England hath not the tike agaiit." 

Abbot Ware, who died io 11S4, lie* buried 
beneath the pavement. Within the altarTails are 
alto buried Abbot Wenlock {d. 1308), Abbot 
Kydyngton (d. 131$), and Abbot Henley, 
(d. 1344). . , 

On the nortbem ude of the Sacrarium are 
three of the finest tombs b the Abbey. It will 

», 
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be observed that ttie^ are all much on the aame 
plan, and it is thought probable that they are all 
the work of one artitt. The general deaigo waa 
no doabt suggested by the hearse and surroucd- 
ing tapers as' they appeared at the fiincxal 
oeremooies, the small fignres round the baaemeot 
representing the rooumera. All three tombs 
were once ricMy adorned with colonr and g^d- 
ing, the two later ones hanng been aibo decorated 
wid) glass enamel. 

The tomb nearest the altar is that of Edmuimd 
Crvuchbati, Earl of Ltmcaittr, second son of 
Henry III., and founder of the famous House 
of Lancaster. His surname of -"Crouchbaclc" 
is said by some to have been giteii him on 
account of a deformity, but it is more probably 
an allusion to the cross or " crouch " he wore as 
a Crusader. Thii prince, when only eight yean 
old, was nominally invested with the kingdoms ot 
Sidly and Apulia by Pope Innocent IV., who 
'*sent a Ring by) one of his Bishops in order 
to invest this Edmund with thoise Dominions." 
The ooly result of this empty htMOur waa that 
the nation was "^obligated for the payment of 
a vast sum in marks (^ silver, extorted by Henry 
III. in order to support his son's claim, and 
sattsly the pq>al demands. 

Edmund was create Earl of Leicester and 
Seneschal of England on the death of Simon de 
MontfotL He acctnnpanied his brother, Edward 
I. on his expedition to the Holy Land, to join 
in the Last Crusade, and the painting which 
once 'adorned ' Uw^ north nde of the lomb is 
88 
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thought to hvft repreaented this cnuadine fut,f, 
Edmund loarried for his, fint wifc^',Aj*aliiie» 
daughter of the Earl of AUwmaile, whose moaiir 
ment will b« deicribed b«low. Hii tecOMl wife 
was BJaoche, Queen of. Navarre;. After thftt 
marriage they lived ht a tine at Proms, 
wbcDce they brought the . red roses which* after* 
wards became the badge of the House of 
Lancaster. TheK rosea are said to have been 
originally planted at Pravins by Crusaders from 
the eait. They ai^, very commonly, but 
wrongly, called " Pfovence roses." 

The mtmuoMBt consists of a fine altar-tomb, 
over which rises a triple canopy, richly sculptured, 
but sadly injured by the preparationt for coroaa- 
tioos, preparauoDB which have wrought sad havoc 
among the Abbey moDiunents . in times past; 
The beautiful effigy represnts Edmund in chain- 
armour, his hands being folded in prayer. Two 
angels support the upper pillow. On either. side 
of the tomb are (en trefuled niches, wUch ctm- 
t^n small, crowned fignres. 

The trefoil in the pediment encloses a smaU 
e<]uestiian figure of the EaiJ, who is' rep'esnited 
\ armed at all points. 

The central tomb is tiM, of Aymtr,.oi 
jfad^tar dc yaimce,. Earl a/* Ftmbroie, sob 
of ^illiaflu de Valenoe,. aod nephew of Hmry 

m. 

Aymer de Valence distioguitbed himself in 
the &<»liih wars.of Edward L and -Edward 
II., Mid fought at fiannockburn. It was hq 
iwbo took Nigel Bruce (brothn* of Robert 
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Bruce) prisoner at the Caitle of Kentire, asd 
banged hiBi, thereby earning an uneDTiable fame. 
Aymer afterward* took a prominent part in the 
ptmiahmeDt of Piers GavestOB, the aoTorthy 
ra*oarite of Edward II. In 1331 he helped 
Edward II. to defeat the coofisderate Bamoa at 
Pootefract, and was ore of the judge* who con- 
demned their leader, Tliomas, Earl of Lancatter, 
to death. 

This Earl of Lancaster, who was the aoo of 
Edmund Crouchback, was venerated almost as 
a saint hj the pei^ie, and it was generally 
believed that the part which Aymer de Valence 
took in this cruel sentence was the means of 
hastening his ova end, for we are told that 
dmrtly after, when he accompanied Queen 
Isabel, wife of Edward II., into France, be was 
"sodenly murdered by the vengeance of God, 
for he contented to the death of St Thomas." 

Aymer it described as " a tall, pale man ; 
henCe the reflection made on him by Ga«e- 
ston, who floutingly cali'd him 'Joseph the 
Jew.' " 

The tomb is very beautiful both in design and 
execution, and closely resembles that of Edmund 
Crouchback. Here agab, however, the figures 
and sculptures are tadly mutilated. Round the 
base of the tomb are small statues <^ various 
kinimen of the Eari. The fine effigy repre- 
sents him in full armour ; at the head are two 
angels, who support the soul of the departed, 
represented as a small figure enveloped in a 
nunde ; at the feet is a lion couchanL On 
90 
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ttie canopy above ia scntptiired the figure of 
the Earl, again in full armour; he nde* hi* 
var-bone. 

This, one of the finest monuments in tbe 
Abbey, was actually in danger of being removed 
to make roam for diat of General Wolfe. Tbe 
Abbey, no doubt, owes the neserratioo of 
Aymer's tomb to theprotest of Horace Walpolc, 
who begged, that if it were removed, he mi^t 
be allowed to " erect and preserre it at Straw- 
berry Hill." The Dean, Dr Zachary Pearce, 
had supposed that Aymer de Valence was one 
of the Knights Templar, " a very wicked set of 
people," and bad consented, partly on tbat ground, 
to the removal of the monument. But oo dis- 
corerifig that the "bight Aymer" was not a 
Templar, he allowed the tomb to remain. 

The tomb nearest the altar-rails is that oi 
jlve&m, daughter of William de Fortibot, Eail 
of Albemarle, and first wife of Edmund Crouch- 
back, Earl of Lancaster. Arelioe was pro- 
bably the first bride ever married in this church. 
She was a celebrated beauty and a great heiress, 
as she inherited, through hrt mother, the earl- 
doms of Devon and the Isle of Wight. In 
1369, Henry III. married her to his second 
son, and we read that "upon the ix daye of 
Apryil enmiynge. Sir Edmunde y< kynges other 
aone, sumamed Crowch Bale, maryed, at West- 
mynater, the dougbter of therle of Aumarlerj 
for solempnyte wherof the kynge kepte there, 
in the gre« halle, a great bonouvble feast, tbe 
Sonday following." 
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AreliBc had no childrcD, and died a ftyi 
years after her marriage. Her euatet werp io- 
herited by her hu^nd, aod thia wealth sobse- 
qiientl^ endowed the House (^ Lancaster. 

Thifr tomb is the simplest of cbc three, but 
is considered' to be the best example of the 
severe and beautifU arcbiteciuiai style of that 
period. The basement is adoroed with six 
niches, each containing a figvrs, now aadjy. de- 
faced. The recumbent eiEgy represents Ar^line 
robed in a long. Sowing mantle, the aipple folds 
being admirably arranged. , She. wears the close, 
mif bead-dress of the timet consisting of a coif 
and wimple. Two angels support tlfe head, and 
at the feet are two dogs biting each other in play. 
The beautiful pointed caaopy, with its crefoiled 
arch, has been much injured, but still shows iaint 
traces of the original colouring. 

On the south side are the fine thirteenth 
century sedilia («r seats for the clergy), which 
rest on King Sebert's tomb. The se^ilia in 
old churches are more frequently of stone, but 
those at Westminster are of wood, and were 
erected in the rjeign of Edward, L . Little now 
remains of the former beauty and s|JeDdour c^ 
these sedilia, but there is enou^ to show that 
they were richly sculptured, and elaborately 
adorned with colour, gilding, and glass mosaic. 
Two 'figures are still visible on ch^ panels, and 
are usually supposed to represent Sebert aod 
Henry III> ^ he^ ligure of an ecclesiastic, ofi 
which ^nt traces can y^t be seen on the panel 
between the two kings, is thought, to be Bi^u^ 
9? 
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Mcllitiu, whose nattie will be remembered in 
conaection with the beaatitiil legend of the firrt 
coDsecratioD of the Abbey by St Peter. 

Mext to the sedilia, westwards, is the large 
ahar-tomb of Anne of Clevei, fourth wife of 
Henry VIII. After her dirorce from the 
Kingi Ao^e Kred quietly in England for rixteeo 
years, and [tiasaged to retain the friendship of 
both her siep-danghters Mary and Elizabeth. 
She appeared at the coronation of Queen Mary, 
riding. )d the same state - carriage with the 
Princess Elizabeth. 

The *'Lady Anne of Clcves," at she was 
called, became a Roman Catlx^c, and died at 
Chelsea in 1557. She was buried in the 
Abbey with great ceremony, in the soatll 
transept, *'at the head of King Sebert," as 
FaHer says, " in a tomb not yet finished ; none 
other of Henry's wires baring any, and this 
Anne hut half a monument." 

The monument consists of a stone altar-tomb, 
with two detached pedestals, and is decorated 
with the arms of Cleves and Juliers, the iniuals 
A. C, and skulls and crosrixtnes, — this last a 
hideous fashion of so-called decoration of which 
Anne's tomb is the easiest example in the 
Abbey. 

Ne^r this tomb hangs the well-known portrait 
of Richard II., the earliest contemporary paint- 
ing of any English sovereign. "That beautiful 
picture of a king sighing, crowned in a ehaire 
of estate, at the upper end of the quire in this 
church, is said to be Richdrd II., which wtt- 
9S 
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DCBvedi how goodlf a cre^re fae was in outward 
lineanwDts '^ (Wcevn). 

This painting, itow carefully r«atored by 
Richmoad, uted to hang on the «outh side 
of the Choir, over the Lord ChancelMi's stall, 
but having been much injured by the wiga of 
the (occ^iTe occspanta, it waa (Qoved to the 
Jenisalein Chamber, where it remained for many 
year*. It wa» placed in ita present poairion by 
Dean Staoley. 

The tapeitry which bangs behind the pictnre 
was brought here from Westminaier School, 
and was no doubt formerly used ip tbe aceaery 
fortbe " WesmuBster Pl^." 

It, will bp noticed that the "ritual Choir" 
occt^ies several baya of tbe nave, after a Gabion 
adopt^ b SpaniA cathet^s. Tbe large apace 
occufued bf tbe shrine and the Confeaaor** 
Chapel . probably necessitated this arrangement 
for the accommodation of the monks when at 

The present stalls and pews are modem, moat 
of them dating from 1848, when they were 
ervcted by Mr Blore, the then Surveyor of the 
Fabric. 

The bl^ck and white marble pavement ia the 
gift of the celebrated Br Bust^, Head-master 
of Westminster School, ia the serenteenth 
century. 

In 1378 the Choir waa the aceoe of a murder 
which recalls that of Becket in Canterbury 
cathedral. 

Two knights, named Schakell and Hawl^ 
94 
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who had foaght imder the Black Priace id 
Spain, bad taken priMDer a Spanidb Count. 
The Count returned to Spain for hii ramom, 
leaTing hia son as a hottage. The ransom did 
not come, and the young Count renuined in 
captivity, bebg compelled to perfonn the dutiei 
of a valet. John of Gaunt, who claimed the 
crown of Caatile in right of hia wife, demanded 
the releaie of thii young Spanish nobleman. 
The knighti refuted to give him up, and were 
imprisoned in the Tower by John of Gaunt. 
They escaped, and fled into laDctuary at Weit- 
minater. Thither tbe^ were punued by Alan 
Boxhall, Conatable of'^lhe Tower, and by Sir 
Ralph Ferrers, with fifty armed men. For 
grater aafety the knightt took refuge in the 
Choir itaelf, where Hi^ Mau waa being cele- 
brated, but juK a> the deacon had read the 
words in the gospel for the day, " if the good- 
man of the houae had known what time the 
thief would appear," the porauers burst in. 
Schakell escaped, but Hawle was assailed as 
he fled round and round the Chdr, and finally 
fell dead in front of die prior't stall, pierced 
with twelve wonoda. His servant and one of 
the monk* were slain with him. After this 
viidatioo of sanctuary, the Abbey waa closed 
for four montha ; the two chief ataatlanta were 
excommnnicated, and Parliament was impended, 
lest it should be polluted by Mtting within tiie 
precincts thus pronaed. 
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, "We p?!8 ; the path that eacli man lrb4 
Is dim, or will be dim, with weeds ; 
Wblt finiie U leFt fbr human deeds 
' lii>ei>dU<B age2 It-rasu wicti Cod." 

Tlfe Cik^ofSl BmitdUt Caltc. eoBedlhe^Deaa't 
Ghaptl). .■ 

jA EiJOINING the South Transept, just at the 
"^ '^trsoce tO' the jAmbulacory, ia the little 
Ghapd dedicated to St Benedict, founder of the 
crettt Order to which'^ the WeitniiiMter monlu 
Delonged. The Benadictina Order waafiraaded 
at Mraite Cauino id a.d; 519, and'themoautcry 
W3t baih, tike the traditiooaL. church of Ladiu 
at ThoMeyi onthe aite of 3 Temple of Apollo. 
St Benedict'a rule, which directed that maoual 
labour and mstructioa of the young should be 
added to the religious exercises of the mmksi 
9<S 
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erentually bec^ame the model of all weiu 



It hu already been mentioned that the head 
of St Benedict was presented to the Abbey as 
3 preciout lelic by Edward HI., vho is said to 
have brought it from the Abbey of Fleury in 
France. 

In the centre of the Chapel is the fine altar- 
tomb of Liiinel CranjUld, Earl of Mid^ia^ 
and Lord High Treasurer in the reign of James 
L, d< 1645. The monument of the efEgiei 
were erected by Anoe, his aecoad wife, who is 
buried beride him, in " the cahn haven which he 
has reached after the normy passage of his long 
life." 

On the south side is "a monument fixed to 
the wall, whereon is represented an antient 
Clergyman kneeling," being the monumeDt of 
Dr Gabriel Goaiirnan, d> 1601, Dean of West-' 
minster for forty years during the reigo of Queen 
EKzabeth. " Goodman was his name, and good- 
ness was his nature," says Fuller, who also men- 
tions that Dean Goodman cau«ed the Bible to be 
nanslued into Welsh at his own cost, that he 
founded a " Schoole - house " and "Almei- 
house" at Ruthin, his birthpkce, and that he 
"purchased a fair House with Land diereunio 
at Chiswick in Middlesex" in order that the 
masten and scholars of Westminster scliool 
iiught go there *' in the heat of Summer, or 
any rime of InfeciiOD." 

It vras under Dean Goodman that the Pro- 
testant services were finally arranged. 
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Id the place or^aally occupied by the albur 
stands the large Elizabethan tomb of Franeet, 
Ceunieit of Hertford, dRughtcr-in-iaw of Pro- 
tector Somertet, and Bister of Lord Howard of 
Effingham, the Lord High Admiral who repulsed 
dte Spanish Armada. 

Abbot Cttrllingtoa, A. 1333, the lirst penoD 
buried in thte Chapel, ties before the altar. The 
brass and the ioscripuon have disappeared. 

Next to the ambnlatory is the tomb of SimtK 
/.oRf^iini, Abbot of Westminster 1 349- 1 362, aitd 
who was in turn Lord Treasurer, Lord Chancellor, 
Bishop of Ely, ArchtHshep of Canterbury, aod 
Cai>duud' Bishop of Fncneate. 

Langham is described as "odc of great capacity, 
rery wise and very eloquent; to which we may 
add, that he was both by spirit and temper ex- 
tremely well ajuaMed for budneis ; of a generous 
nature, of great humanity to those under him, 
and that he never forgot the pkce where be had 
his redncation, and laid the foundation of hu 
greatness." 

Archbishop Langham may be counted antoog 
the chief bene&ctors of the Abbey, for not only 
did he preeetrt g^fts of books, plate and vestmcMa 
during his lifetime, bat he also bequeadied to the 
Aiibey a sum equal to about ^100,000 of our 
money for the completion of the fabric. 

The king (Edward III.) was much di». 
pleased at Langham's acceptatKe of a cardinal'a 
hat, and the archbishop finally left England uul 
went to the papal court. He died at AvigDon 
in 1376, and was £rst buried in the Carthunan 
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church Dear that f>Iace. He wa« afterwaidi 
intened at Weatimnster, ai he had deaircd. 
The tomb and etGgy are of alabaater, widi 
Purbeck slabB above and beoettli. The tomb 
is adorned with <iuatrefoiU coDtaining (bieldt 
with the arms of the kingi of England, West- 
miniter Abbey and the sees of Canterbury and 
Ely. Th6 brass inscription round tbe verge has 
abnoat disappeared ; the wooden canopy was 
destroyed at George l.'s coronatioB, and nooe 
of it DOW remaint. 

A low altar-tomb commeoioratet I}r Wiltam 
Bill, d. 1 j6i, first Dean of Westminster after 
Queen Elizabeth cstabli^ied the Abbey a* a Col- 
legiate Church in 1560. Od the tomb *'i» en- 
graved on a Brass Plate, the Image of an andeot 
Man, in a Doctor's Habit, with an Ii»criprian 
in Latin." In tlus Dean's time the Mats was 
abolished, and the Gnglidi service established. 

Dr Wil&am Fitutnl, Ocan of Westaniottcr, 
d. i8i;, lies in this chapel. A blue slab 
marks his burial-place. 

John SpBtttiviiMdc, Archbishopof St Andrews, 
d. 1639, is buried in this chapel. He wrote 
the " History of the Scottish Church," at the 
command of James I., and he alio crowned 
Charles I. King of Scotland; at Edinburgh^ : 

Three treibiled arches of the beauufoi walt- 
ircade are still riaible uoder the window of this 
chapel, and the old doorway, now blocked ytp, 
may be seOa, close to Dean Goodman's moira- 
ment. The chapel is closed to the pubUc^ but ilie 
mmiunieDts can be seen from the loutb traosept. 
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The AnAuiatarj 

On the kit, ai we para through the gates, is 
the tomb of King Sebert, already detcribed in 
an earlier chapter. 

On the right, between the chapels of St 
Edmnnd and St Benedict, is a tmall altar-tomb 
under an arch in the wall. This is the monn- 
menl of Kaibtrine, daughter of Henry III., 
who died in I2;7, aged Stc years, — the little 
princess of whom Matthew Paris says, that she 
was " dumb, and fit for nothing, though possesrinE 
great beauty." We are Cold that the queen fell 
ill of grief at her death, and that the king also 
fell ill, partly on account of his wuuccesifid war 
with the Wehh, and partly of grief at the illness 
of the queen and the loss of his daughter. 

The Furbeck marble tomb is of simple design, 
but was originally q)lendidly decorated with 
inlud marbles and motdca, poseibly the remains 
of those brought from Italy iw St Edward's 
shrine. There were also two images, one of 
bronze and one of nlver, this last probably 
Fraresenting St Katherine. Three other children 
of Henry III. were buried here, and four 
children of Edward I. The four kneeling 
figures painted at the back of the recess are 
tlraught to represent either the Princess Katherine 
and her brothers, or the four children of Edward 
I. The whole of the arcade and the segmental 
arch above the tomb were originally adorned 
with colour and gilding. 

Stoiws In the pavement mark the graTct of 
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Theiaai BiboH, B!ihop of Wiochetter, d. 1616, 
"a deep and profoaad scholar, excelleittly 
well read in tbe Fathers . . . who carried pK- 
lature io his Tcry aspect." 

Sir Jvim G^fre, d. 1396, Mid to hare 
been the first hudiand of Fhilippa, Duchea of 
York. He vas ambattador to the French court 
in the time of Richard II., by whote comnuiDd 
be wa« buried here. 

Reierl Taunim, Dean of WeitnuDtter aod 
Bishop of Salisbury, d. 1621. It was Dean 
TouDson who went lo pray with Sir Walter 
Raleigh be&re his execution, when Raleigh was 
imprisoned in the " Gatehouse," tbe old prison 
of the monastery. The Dean was ttartled by 
the courage and even gaiety with which the 
condemned man faced death ; but Raleigh's 
utlerances showed that hia cheerfulness was not 
the result of carelessness, but of a deep religious 

Sir Henry Sptiauin, d. 1641, a great anti- 
quaTy, buried with much pomp at the entramce 
of St Nicholas's Chapel, hv order of Charles I. 

Close to the steps of Henry VII.'s Chapel 
lies jihbot Strhjng, d. 1246. First buried 
before the altar of tbe old Lady Chapel, which 
building was begun at his instigation. Abbot 
Berkyng was one of the witaesdes to Magna 
Charta, and held several high offices in the 
atate. He obtained from Henry III. some 
important grants and charters for the Abbey. 
The brass figure and. inscription which marked 
his grave have disappeared. 
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Near Qnem Plulippa'a tomb is a fine butt of 
Sir Robert Aylon, ^e poet, secretary to Qucm 
Anne of OeDmork and Queen Henrietta Maria 
Bucceasively. 

On the oppOMte wall are moDUnKnts to Sir 
ThamoM Ingram^ d. 1 67 1, Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaater, and Richard Tufton, d. 
1631, brothei to the lirat Eail of Thanet, who 
gave hit name to Tufton Street, Weitminater. 

Chi^l of Si Edmmd 

The firit chapel (on the right) after entering 
the gates, ia that dedicated to St EdmuDd, 
King of Eait-Anglia, martyred by the Danea 
io A.D. 870, for refoting to renounce Christianity. 
He "purchased an etnnal kingdom by putting 
olf this mortal life." 

The etatoe of King Edmund appear* twice 
in Henry VII. 's chapel beside that of Edward 
the Confessor, and he is also represented in 
Henry V.'s chantry. The Chapel (tf St Edmund 
was regarded as next in sanctity to that of the 
Confessor, and was used as a burial-place for 
royal pertons, or for those related to the royal 
family. A fine old wooden screen divides the 
clupel from the ambulatory. 

In the centre are three low altar tombs. 
The one furthest from the entrance is the tomb 
of Rt^trt dt Walddy, Ardibiihop of York, 
d. 1397, the learned friend of the Buck Prince, 
and the tutor of Richard IL ** He grew aa 
excellent Proficient in Languages, Natural and 
Moral Philosophy, Fhystc)^ and the CaniKni> 
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Lum, an ekiouent Mao, and an adminble 
Preacher." He ii "in the Abbey the firat 
repreaentadre of literature, at Waltham it of 
aUtcMcaDBhip." The braaa rapresenta the Arcb- 
biahop in robes aod mitre, with bi« right hand 
raiaed in benediction. His left hand hold* a 
crom. The figare nands within a canopy, a>d 
an iiMcription nini round tbe verge of the tomb. 

The central tomb is that of EitMer dt 
BohtKiA. 1)99, wife of ThomaaofWoodatock, 
I>uke of Glouceffier, wbo was murdered at 
the ianigatioD of hia nephew, Richard II. 
(see CoBfetaor'a Chapri). "This Lady wm 
the greateM heireaa in England, and brongbt 
tbe earldoms of Herefind, Egiex, and Noith- 
ampton to her husband." She apmt her 
widowhood in tbe nunnery at Buking. T^e 
braas, which is the most beaotiful in tbe Abbey, 
represents Eleanor in her widow's dress, under a 
triple canopy. An inscription, iot^spened with 
heraldic dcncea, runs round the edge of the tomb. 

The third tomb It that of Mary, Coumeii if 
Sh^rd, d. 1693-4, a lineid descendant oif 
Eleanor de Bobun. and wife of tbe Viscoont 
StaAbrd who was executed for' alleged treason 
under Charles II. Mary was created Coantett 
in her own nght after her husband's death. 
Cloie to these tombs lies Dr Henry Fenu, 
Bishop of Chester, d. i66t. He attended 
Charles I. durisg his imprisonment. 

Making the crcuit of the chapel to the right 

we find, first, tte tomb of IVilRam dt Faltnet, 

Earl of Pemtriie, d. 1196, half-brother of 
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Henry III., being the ton of Qneen Isabella, 
widow of King John, by her second marriage 
with the Earl of March and Foictiers. William 
and his brotbert were Bent to England in 1147, 
and the &Tonr shown them by Henry III. was 
one of the causes of that popular discoateot 
which mded in the revolt of the Barons. 

Matthew Paris says : " Although the insolence 
of all the said brothers of the king, and the 
other PoiteviDS, was inttderaUe, yet William de 
Valence exceeded them all in insoteoce and 
aodadty." Dart mentions that " He was no 
■mall Actor against Simon de Montioit and the 
disaffected Barons." William was sent 00 an 
expedition to Bayonne with his nephew Edmnnd 
Crouchb^k, and there he died or was killed. 

The tomb, erected by William's sod, Aymer 
de Valence, consists of a stone altar-tomb, upon 
which ia placed a wooden chest, once plated 
with gilt and enamelled copper. On this 
" Chest of Wainscot " rests the effigy, which is 
of French deugn and workmanship, and which 
was oDoe richly decorated with Limoges enamel 
work. Most of thia Limoges enamel has now 
disappeared, none being left on the oak chest. 
PortiotM of it still remain on the pillow, on 
the armour, and on the shield, which is in very 
good preservation. The arms of De Valence, 
with their harry of azure and argent, allude to 
the rushbg stream of the Rhone, on which the 
town of Valence, William's birthplace, stands. 

The stone tomh is adorned with quatrefoiU, 

cootUDiog the aroH of England and De Valence 
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alternately. An inddgcDce of oDehuDclredda^ 
was granted to tbote who prayed " for the dooI 
of th)« Valence at hit tomb. 

Sdward Taliet, Earl of Shrewtbury, d. 
1617, and Jant hii wife. A fine Elizabethao 
tomb, with recumbent effigies. A little daoghtsr 
kneels at her mother't iect. 

Sir Richard Ptektail, d. rjyi, Master of 
the Buckhonodi ro Queen Elizabeth) and his 
two wives. A mural monument with kneeling 
effigies. The four small figures below the 
inscription represent Sir Richard's four daughters 
by hia first marriage. 

Sir Bernard Broau, A. 1396, Chamberlain 
to Queen Anne of Bohemia, and father of the Sir 
Bernard Brocas who was beheaded for conspiring 
to reinstate Richard II. He diitinguisbed him- 
sdf in the wars with the Moors, and won as his 
crest a crowned Moor's head. This no doubt 
gave rise to the later story mentioned by Addison, 
who tells us that Sir Roger de Corerley was 
" very attentive " to thf account the guide gave 
tbem " of the lord who had cut off the King of 
Morocco's bead." ' The tomb and effigy are of 
stone, and were no doubt originally coloured and 
gilt. The ligure is thought possibly to be a 
restoration. The inscription, of which remaiot 
may be seen round the edge of the tomb, ia a 
very good example of black letter. 

Sir Richard Pecksall, whose monument has 
just been mentioned, inherited his office at court 
through bis mother, who was the faeireia (^ the 
Brocas femily. 

los 
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Sir Him^rey Bourcl>ier, d. 1471, wn of 
Lord Bemeri, killed when fitting on the 
YorktM side at the Battle of Bamet. Hi« iob, 
another Lord Berners, was the first tramlotor 
of Frmssart'a Chrooiclea. The low altar-tomb 
origiBally bore a braie figure of the knight, bat 
that has disappeared, and ooly the helmet, crest, 
coats of arnw, and other d«COTabODi lemain. 

A stone in the pavenieat marks the grave of 
Eihaard Bahutr-Lylfon, Lord Lyiton, A. 187), 
the DOTeliit. Hi* btst-known works are " The 
Caxtons," "Rienzi," and "The Last Days of 
Pompeii." 

John, Lord RiuuU, A. 1584, son of the 
second Earl of Bedford. The effigy represents 
Lord Russell in his robes, leaning on his elbov, 
and feeing the spectator. At kis feet liea a 
little figure of Us son Francis. His virtaes are 
commemorated in Latin, French and English 
inscriptions, writton by bia leanwd wife, who 
was the daitgheer of Sir Anthony Cook, and 
sister of Lady Bnrleigh.. 

E&Kob^ RuMiS, d. 1601, daughter of John, 
Lord Rnssell, and god-daoghter to Qneen 
Elizabeth. She was bom in a house within 
the precincts, and was christened ia the Abbey, 
tbc Countess of Warwick represrating the Qoeeo. 
Elizabeth afterwards became maid of bonoar to 
her royal godmother. She died of conaumptioa 
when about twenty-sixL The moaument con- 
aint of an elaborate pedestal, on ^rttich " is aet 
the Statue of this young Lady, reposing herself in 
a curious wrought Osier Chair." Her attitiide, 
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as «lie polota to the ikoU at her feet, gave riae 
to the mxaj that ihe " died of the Mick of a 
needle." Adduon ipeaki of Sir Roger de 
Coverley being shown the monninent of *' that 
martyr to good hoiuewifery>" 

Lady Jant Seymour, d. i {60, daughter of 
Protector Someriet, and firat coiuin of Edward 
VI. A mural tablet; the firat of its kind in 
the Abbey. 

Lady Katirriiu KnaSyi, d. I $66, daughter 
of 'Wlliam Carey and hia wife, Mary Bt^n, 
and siater of Lord Hnnsdoo. She RtmaiDed 
with her aunt, Queen Anne Boleyn, duiiog ber 
imprisonment, and attended her on the ac^ld. 
A mural tablet. 

Franeii Helleif d. 1612, ^ed eighteen, third 
aatt of John, Earl of Clare. He died oa hia 
return from the Flemish campaign. The monu- 
ment consists of a pedeMal, with a seated figare 
IB Roman annour. 

The epitaph is curious— 



(Nicholas Stone, sculpt.) 

Frances Grey, Ducbeii of St40i)ik, d. 15$9, 
mother of Lady Jane Grey. She WM the 
daughter of Charles Brandon, "the fine and 
gay Duke of Suffolk," 1^ " Mary the French 
Queen," daughter of Henry VII. She 
married, first, Henry Grey, Marquis of Dorset, 
created Duke of Suffolk, and secondly, Adrian 
Stokea. The Duchess fell into disgrace and 
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po*eny duriag the reign of tAuy Tudor, partly, 
DO diMibt, <* for being a Very great espouser 
of die RefonnatioD in Edward VI. 's time." 
Slw retonied to favonr' under Queen Elizabeth, 
who had "a great Love and Regard to this 

The beautiiitl monunieDt, with its line recum- 
beiit eiligy, wa« erected by the Duchera's second 
buiband, Adrian Stoltes, and her funeral service 
w»8 one of the very first — if not actually the 
first — Protettant services held id the Abbey after 
tite final restoration of Protestant worship by 
Queen Elizabeth. 

The buy alop-tomb which stands next to this 
mODument commemorates Wiirtam of Wmdtm' aioA 
Blanche lie la Tour, d, 1 3 40, two infant children 
of Edward III., surnamed from their birthplaces. 
The effigies are only twenty inches long, but are 
interesting illnstradoos of the dress of die p«iod. 
The girl wears a horned head-drest like her 
mother Philippa, "of which frightful dress 
great complaint was made." The inscription 
and smaller figures which once adorned the 
tomb have disappeared. 

Nuholiu Moat, Bishop of Hereford, d. 1 66 1 , 
brother of the femous General Monk. It was 
^e bi«hop'who first suggested the idea of the 
Restoradon to his brother. An ugly monomrat 
in the form of a pyramid, 

A tablet in the corner commemorates ^o&t 
Pasl Howard, d. 1761, last Earl of Stafford. 

Opposite die tomb of William de Valence 
stands die beautifUI monument of Priace Jabn 
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of Ebham, second sod of Edward II., boTD at 
Eltham 1316, created Earl of CwDwall 1328, 
died 1336. Prince Joho was three times 
Regent of the Kingdom during the absence 
of his brother, Edward III. He commanded 
the 6r8t division of the English army at the 
battle of Halidon Hill in 13331 and defeated 
the Scots ID IJ3S) when they made a raid 
into Redesdale. In that same year he was 
made Warden of the Marches of Northumber- 
land, and a commissioner to rec«ve the sub- 
mission of the Scots. He died at Perth. " A 
spritely gendeman," says FvDer, " and who 
would hare given greater evidence of abilities, 
if not prevented by death in the prime of bis 
age." 

The monument is exceedingly interesting, on 
account of its great beauty, and as a valuable 
illustration of the details of plate-armour; The 
alabaster effigy rests on an altar-tomb, round the 
sides of which are email crowned figures of the 
Prince's relatives. Many of these are now sadly 
mutilated. The efligy represents the Prince in 
full armour, and ia " an exceeding curious and 
valuable specimen of military costume." Two 
angels aupport the head, while the feet rest on 
a lion. ' The shield bears the British lions, with 
the French fleur-de-lys in the border. The 
coronet, composed of large and small trefoil 
leaves alternated, is the eariiest known exam[de 
of a dncal coronet. 

Fuller mentions that "this John of ^tham 

was the last son of an English king who dyed 
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a plain Ekrt The dde of Duke coming after- 
wards into faihion." 

The torob wai originally surmounted by an 
exquinte triple canopy, but this was unhappily 
destroyed in the uproar which tool^ place at t^ 
fimeral of the Duchess of Northumberland in 
1776, and was afterwards entirely removed. 

Chapel of St Nicholas 

This Chanel is dedicated to St Nicholas, 
Bishop of Myra, the patron-saint of Children, 
and ranlu next in honour to the Chapels of St 
Edward and St Edmund. Queen Eleanor, 
wife of Edward I., presented a finger and other 
relics of the Saint to the Abbey. A line stone 
sorecD, probably of the time of Henry IV., 
(tivides the cb^l from the Ambulatory. The 
•creen is in the Perpoidicular style, ud hat a 
frieze adorned with shields and roses. 

In the centre of the Chapel is the fine altar- 
tomb of 5ir George VUttert, d. 1605, vdA Mary 
Bemmtoat, his sectmd wife, d. 1632, the parents 
of the bmous Duke of Buckingham. Lady 
Villiere was, at her son's request, created 
Countess of Buckingham in her own right, by 
James I. in 1616. "Each of the two stately 
figures which lie on that tomb, carved by the 
hand of the famous sculptor, Nicholas Stone, 
lives in the pages of Clarendon." Clarendon 
relates bow shortly before his son's assaasina- 
tioD, the ghoK of Sir George Villiers sppeued 
at the bedside of an old servant at Wiadsor, 
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and bade him warn tba I>uke of Buckn^uun 
"that if he did not do MMnewhat lo in^vtiate 
hmuelf to the people, or at leaac to atnte dip 
extreme malice they bad against faim, lie woald 
be •nfTered to live but a abort time." 

Lady BuckiDgham bad also *o virid a pre^ 
sentiment of her eon't death, that she received 
the news of hii marder with do autpriaet 
aidiough ahe had not long before parted with liim 
"in the liighen agony imaginable." The tomb 
was erected by the CoBDttM a year before hef 
death. 

Making the cirenit of the Chapel to thrrigh^ 
we KB, firai, the " antient decayed Ttnnb " of 
PhUiffa, Duebiit of York, d. 1431 or I^^3» 
daughter of John, last - Lord MbhHii. The 
Duchess was tJitice married { tint, to Sir John 
Goitre, secondly, to Edward, second Duke of 
York, uid lastly, to Lord Fitzwaher. After 
the death of tbe Duke of York at the battle of 
Agincourt, the lordship of the Isle of Wight 
was gruited to the Duchess for life. She re- 
aided at Caritbrooke Cattlfr, where ahe died, 
and whence ber body- was brought in itatfe to 
Westminster. 

TUa tomb b the earlieat in the Chapd, and 
formerly stood in the centre. . Oier it was* 
fine wooden canopy, "curkiusly |>aiiued with 
Azure, and decknl with Stars of G<dd, with 
oar Sanotir on the Cross." 

The next mmuiment is that of E&B^>ab, 
Ducheu bJ Northumberland^ d. 1776^ "in her 
own right Bkttooels Peniyf Lucy, Foyatngi, 
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FitzpajiK, Bryan and Ladmer, sole beirew of 
Algeraon Duke of Sometaet, and of the aadent 
Ewls of Northumberlaod." The Percy htmly 
sdll maiDtaiD the tight of batia] in thii ChapcL 
In the riot which took place at the Ducheu of 
Nortbamberiand't funeral, the canopy over Prince 
John of Ehham's tomb waa deatroyed. 

Wimjredf Marthimctt of Wmcbetier, d. 1586. 
She married, first. Sir Richard Sackville, by 
whom »he became the mother of Lord Buck- 
hnrn the poet, and Mcondly, John Paulet, 
Marquis of WiocheMer. A small Elizabethan 
monument io coloured marUea. 

Abore this is a portion of a monument with 
**lhe Image of a woman at full proportion, 
leaabg on ha left Arm, in a Cypress vail, 
dl of a mouldering stone." This is the effigy 
of EJhaieli Ctdi, usually called Lady Ron, 
d. 1591- She was daughter and heiress of the 
Earl of Rutland, and married Sir William Cecil, 
grandcoa of the great Lord Burleigh. 

IFiiiiimi Dudlty, Dean of Windsor and BisIk^ 
of Durham, d. 1^83. A fine altar-tomb with 
a Gothic canopy. The txass figure and in- 
scription have been torn away. Dart tellt us 
that the Kshop was "Uncle to that blood- 
sucking Dudley, Heury VII. 's creature." 

A vase, which rests on a pyramid, of black 
and white marble, contains the heart of Atuu 
Sefhia, d. 1605, infant daughter of Cotuit 
Bellainoote, ambassador from the Ficncb Couit 
to James I. 

On the sontb side is the lofty Corinthkn 
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moDninem erected by the great Lord Btulet^ 
to hia -mSt^ MUdrtJ Ctal, d. 1589, and th«c 
daughter, jimu Vere, Cauotett of Oxford, d. 
ijS8. The tnacriptioff* are wnttcn by Loid 
Bttrle^[h himself^ and leil th^ spectator how 
" his eyet were dim with tears for those wbo 
were dear to him. beyond the whole race of 
womaDlund." Lord Burleigh is reprewnted 
on the nppcr part of the tomb — -"a veDersUe 
grey-headed dd man, kaeejing "-—id \a» robe* 
of StBte. We read that Sir Roger de Coverley 
was "well pkased to see the Btatesman Cec3 a& 
his koees." Below are the cffi^e* of hi» irift 
and dsQghter. At Lady Burle^h's £nt kasBli 
her son, Robert Cecil, and at her head, her 
three grand-daughters, Elizabeth, Bridget, abd 
Susannah, childivn of the Connteai of Oxibrd. 
Lady Burleigh was well known both for bet 
learBtBg and benofolence. Lord Burlei^'s 
body lay in state in tbe Abbey for six days, 
but he is buried at Stamford. 

J!rr George *nd Lady Pant, d. 1616, k mural 
moDUmeM with ^EneetiDg figures. 

Nicholat, Lord Cariw, and Margaret, his wife, 
d. 1470. A plnn altar-tomb of grey marble. 
The brass decoradoos ue gone. 

Nicbalai Bageoali, an infant of two month* 
old, d. 1667-8. The v^uxfh tells vm that 
he was "by his nors unibrtunafely orerlayd." 
The monument consists of a pedestal wuh i 
black pyramid and um. \ 

A stately Elizabethan moDument, twenty-four 
feet high, occupies the place of the former attar, 
H 113 
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and 'Comraemoratn i/fww Scynmur, Dnebeu <f 
Somtrutf d. 1,587, widow of Protector Somer- 
Kt, dster-u-law of Queen Jane Seymoar, and 
aont by marriage to Edward VI, " A maonirii, 
or rather a devilnh womaa, for xaj impeifecu* 
biHties intolnable, but for pride moiutron«, 
exceeding subtle and TioleDt," says Sir John 
Hayward* The Duchess died at the age of 
ninety. "The Earl of Hertford, Edward lier 
ddut «on, in this doleiiil duty careful and 
diligent, doth conKcrate this monument to hia 
dead Parent, not for her Honour, wherewith 
liting the did abound, and now departed^ 
flouiisheth, but for the datifii] . Love he b^reth 
her, and for hie last Testification thereof" 

pitaph.) 

l/aiella Siuaiuiah, d. iSiz, wife of Algeraon 
Peicy, Earl of Beverley. 

Lady Jam C&fford, A. 1679, great grand- 
daughter of Protector Somerset. An oddly 
shaped sarcophagus, Jike a square tun. 

Ehioheth Cecil, d. 1591, wife of Sir Robert 
Cecil, afterwards Earl of Salisbury, son of the 
great Lord Burleigh. An altar-tomb. 
■ In the pavement, just below this monument, 
is " a plated grave-stone of grey marble, where- 
on the efEgies of a Kaight in Armour is lively 
engraven, wkfa an t{>t^h, and at each Comer 
a Coat of Arms." This is the grave of Sir 
Humphrey Sktnlcyt d. 1505, who ' fought for 
Henry VII. at Bosworth, and was knighted by 
him on the field of battle. 
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CHAPTER VII 



pROM the eaitem nid of the Abbey 4 fine 
flight of HepB ascendito the spleDdid Lady 
Ch«pel of Henry VII. 

The main architectui^ features of thia 
"Wonder of the World" {criit mirmaJuM)^ 
a» it WM called, hare been pointed out in an 
earlier chapter,, uid. Boed not be < dwelt opoti 
foFther. As we have ahea^ Men, thia CHapel 
Maodi OD the.tite of Heniylll.'t Lady Ch^l, 
which was pulled down to make room' for tba 
present buildiog, aa were aho a amall Chapel 
dedicated to :St Eiasmus, builc t^ Elizabetk 
Woodrille, and an old houie, called the.Whht 
Rose Tavern. The house in which Chaucn 
lived is also suppoied toba^e (tood on this site. 
The hiBtory of this Chapel is curioua and 
intecestiDg, as illustrattDg. the mixture of super- 
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Mjuon, political scumen, and paniroooy, in Heniy 
VII.'» character. 

He wished to atone, at it were, for his doubt- 
ful claim to the throne by some magaiGceot 
expreatioD of religious devotion, and at the Kune 
time he desired the aggraodisemeDt of the House 
of Lancaster by the canonization of his " Uocle 
of blessed memorie. King Henry VI.," whose 
"bodie and reliqnes" he proposed to translate 
from Windsor to WeitminBter. 

Henry VII. accordingly applied to Pope 
Julius tl. for the canonization of Henry VI., 
who was already venerated as a saint, miracles 
being sajd to take place at his tomb. The papal 
court finally gianted the request, but demuided 
so Urge a sum in return that the panimonioui 
king fek himself nnprepsred to pay it. 

The project thembrc fell to the groundi and 
Henry VI. B body remained at Windsor, although 
the Pope had granted a licnooe tor its removal, 
and the Abbey had paid a large sum towards the 
etpcnsei. An altar to Henry VI.'s memory waa 
afterwards erecCedin this Ch^l. 

Meanwhile the -building went forward, " bat 
it became the Chapel, not of Henry VI., but of 
HenryVJl.^' 

*• The iChapel . was to be dedicated to tbe 
Virgin 'Maiy, to whom Henry had a special 
derotibn. Her *in all hia necenitiea he bad 
made bis continual refuge- ' ; and ber figure, 
accordingly, looks down upon hia grave from 
the east rad, between tbe apostolic patrons of 
the Abbey, Peter atad Paid, with 'the boly 
■ 16 
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company of heaven — tbit U to tajt, angels, 
xrctaangeb, pauiaTchs,' prophets, ^>oid«, cnogd- 
utB, martyrs, confeMors aad vitgiiM' to 'wboM 
UDgnlar mediabon and prarere be ain tratted,' 
HacTiKling the royaJ SatDta cf Britaia, St Edward, 
St Edmund, St OswaId,'St Margaret of Scot- 
land, who stand, aa he diiccted, tciilptnrcd, tier 
above tier, on every tide of the Chapri ,- some 
reuioed from the- ancient Lady Ctnpct; tbe 
greater part the worit of Us own age." 

Further, the Clnpel had a «^rate fbundatiaB 
of ita own, which was to include three chantty 
monks, who were to be Doetori or Bachelon 
of Dirinity; two convecaDt or lay brethren, 
and '*thre Mookea Scholar*," who were to 
have ExhibitioiM at the UoiTenity, bnd " take 
Begre at th' AbboU ' ooais." MauM were 
to be said daily for tlie king's isoal, wtd ^ 
the souls of his wifi> and chUdren. 

There waa also to be an alnsbonic for 
"thr^etene poor men," : to be (railed the Klig's 
Alniamen or Bedesmen, and there Were to be 
"threpoor women" to attend upon them. 

Henry obtained from tht Pope^ permiMion t« 
dissolve certain religioiu honaea and devote tlieir 
(cvenuei to the maintenance of this new foQndB4- 
tioo. He also bequeathed craciftxes aad costly 
serrices o£ plate for the varioiHi ai^un >!■ tHe 
Chapel, together ;witb rich draperiev and. odier 
adormnena, so that the whole efftcv with die 
atained glaea windows add ^geons decoranoDj 
molt indeed have been of choiacteriacic niedicnl 
spleidonr. ! ' .',-.'■,. 

up 
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The Bpe bronze gates at the entrance deserve 
special study, not only for the beauty of theh- 
worlcmaDshi[), but. also he the historical mterest 
of their design, in which the Tarioiis badges and 
dav'icct of Henry VII. appear; It should be 
noticed that these bad^s which are, in truth, 
aoi many allusions to Henry's claim to die 
throng are used B» decorations in every part of 
the Chapd. ' 

" Sixfold was Kiiig Henry's title to the 
crown," says Fnller; "Firet, conqoest; secondly, 
miUtaiy sleotion— ^the soldiars crfing out ioi the 
6e]d, ' King Henry I King Henry ! ' thirdly, 
psriumaitary anthority, vhich settled t^ crown 
lom him and his heirs i ' fourth^, papal conlinm- 
tibn; lifthl y, descent fromthe House of Lancaster ^ 
sixthly, marriage with King Edward's daught^i 
Ufc first and last being worth all the rest." " 

We see, accordingly, among the badges which 
a^m the gates and the Cliagiel itself, the roses 
of Lancaster and York ; the Uons of England ; 
the- flenr-deiUsrof -'France; the portcnilis ' of 
the House of Peaufott surmoHnted by a crown ; 
Che imtids H. K. housd together by v chain 
viA a'crown abore ; a crown caught in a bush, 
iniallotion to Henry's rceronatiDn on iBoswimk 
field) the Dragon ol' CadwilJader, the last 
British king, from whom Henry claimed descent 
throu^ Owen Tudor'; the TOot' of dainei,.iii 
allusion to his mother's iname^— 'Margaret; the 
greyhound of the NevilleSi.aaaestorBof'EUzabeth 
of' Ybrk tfaroitgh her grandmsther ; and'^'falcwi 
in an open fetter-lock, a badge of Edward IV. 
,.8 
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To the pottculliB of the fieanfom, Henry 
added the motto "Altera Securitas," implyiag 
that his descent through his mother gave addi^ 
umial Kcurity to his other titles, evea as the: 
pCKtcullis lent greater safety to the gate. 

The stalls are oot all of the same date. 
Origioally they only filled three bays od each 
side, the later ooe* haviog beea added whea the 
Ch^l was arruged for the iostallatkni of the 
Knights of the Bath. The Order of the Bath, 
fboiided by Richard II., was tecoMstJUCted io 
1735 by GecHTge I., when this Chapel w« 
fomtally appointed as the. palace <^ ioiuUatioD, 
aad the Deans, of Westminster were created 
perpetual De^s of the Order. 

The banner of each knight hangs over bis 
stall ; on the back of the stalls are copper platea 
emblazoned with the arms of the knights. The 
lower row of stalls is resetred for the eM]uircfl, 
whose arms are aimilarly emblazoned at the back 
of the seats. These lower stalls are the so-called 
"misereres" or " misericordes " of the mooks, 
and are decorated with qoaiDt acnlptures, most 
of the subjects being satirical, as was the custom 
of the time. 

The black and white marble paTcment was 
presented by Dr Henry Kilhgrev), prebendary 
of this church, who died in 1699. A brass 
plate OQ the floor, north of Henry VII.'s tomb, 
conmemorates the gift. 

The centre of the Chapel eaitwaida ii occupied 
l^ the splendid tomb of Nenry VI J. and his wife, 
EliMieth »f Tori. 
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Elizabeth of York, ddeit daughter of Edward 
IV., vaa married to Henry VII., in i486, and 
died in the Tower 1502-3, very ihortly after 
the foundadoD Kone of this chapel had been laid. 
She was temporarily boned in one of the aide 
chapelt, QDtil such time at her grave could be 
made in the sull unfiniibed Lady Chapel. 

Elizabeth's funeral wat conducted with ^eat 
magnificeoce. At her death '^it wa« ordained 
through tH the Realm, that is CoUedgce, Pariah 
■Churches, and other Reli^ons Houses, especially 
within the City of London, Solemn Dirges and 
Massee sbould be performed, with ringing <rf' 
bells, and' such like ceremonies." The em- 
balmed body rested first in the Cbapel of the 
Tower, and wa« brought to Westminiter on a 
fiuieral car draped with black velvet, "with a 
cross of whit« doth of gold well Ringed . , . 
and an Effigies in Robes laid on it, with a 
Crown, and the Hair dishevel'd, a Scepter in 
her Hand, and Rings on her Fingers." The 
funeral car was followed by eight ladies of 
honour on w^iite horses. The Abbots of West- 
minster and Bermoodaey met the procession at 
Charing Cross, and escorted it to the Abbey, 
where the Bishop of Rochester preached the 
iiiDera] tennoa. 

Henry VII. died at Richmond in 1 $09, and 
was likewise buried with great magnificence. 
In his will, the king expresses his desire that 
the funeral . service dull be directed by the 
" Sup'visours and executours " of his Testament, 
" wherein we wol thei have a ^'ial respect aod 



jkCoo^Ic 



HENRY VIL'S CHAPEL' 

cotuidemioa «f the Uuadt tmi pnutng «f G«d, 
the welth of our wide, and Mmewhat to our 
dignhie Roial ; eTUaag ^waiet dimpnaUe pompe 
and outeragioM mp'fluiuea." Ten thodtand 
masNt were to be uid iimnedialely alter the 
lung^B death for " the leminion of hb kdi, >ad 
the veal of hit loul." < 

The body was brought in great nate from 
Richmond to WMtraiBster, whore it reMed, in 
tliii same Cbipd, on a goi^eoog heane, and was 
watched all oight. The oext day, three mawei 
haviag been ning, ''the taid Corpa wm hid into 
the Taught with gmt icrerence, bytJuUobk 
Queene Elizabeth his wyje, whomeinctntineiil 
all the Aichebiufao{^, Biuheppa and Attbottai 
setting their CTotses upon the taid Cotf*, 
uaoiled in moat solempa mana,' nyiog this 
Collett, 'Absolrimua't w^ daw, the > uid 
Arcbcbiishopp did cMt eaich uppon the and 
Corps; and then my Lord TTtsunrer and ny 
Lord Steward did brake their autre*, nid did 
cast them into the faaght, and the. ocUer hcd 
otHcen did cast their stavea in all v^tole, w^ 
done the vanght was cloaei^ aad a goodlier fkih 
P^l of clothe of gold laidenpmi the iaid hetie. 
And inconUnent did all the hetalds did of (take 
off) their cote-ar^o', and did hapge tbe« npfod 
the raylra of the helset crying laBcntahty H 
ffrenche ' The noUe King Hepry the SereMb ■• 
dead,' and asaoone u they had so dow, eierie 
herald put on hiscote-armo' againe, Midr cryed 
with a londe Tioyee i ' Vtra le n^Le &aj 
Henry le yiij.,' w*^ is to aay-in Enghsfac tongc 



]K Google 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

'God •end the noble Kyng Heoiy the eight 
bngl^i' Amen." — (Grafton.) 

The aplcDdid black marble tomb, the viotk 
oi' the FloimtiDe artitt Torrigioao, is u the 
Italian Renascence ttjle, and is adorned vith a 
fikdyovred baod or 'jatcis* of white marblei 
and medallions in gilt bronze, representing tht 
Vi^n . and raiioua saints. Upon' the tomb 
rest the bcaucifal efBgics of the king and 
quee^ alto in gilt broiue, and said to be good 



'rHemy left many directions as to his tomb, of 
vihioh the (diginaJ design was no doubt in the 
Ootbic style. He desires that the tabernacles 
rinuld be filled with " Ymages, gp'isidf of our 
taki avoories (patran*sainu) of coper and gilte." 
Theee;i'g(Budlu):SBints, to whom Henry "calls 
and cries,", are the. Virgin Mary, St John the 
Baptiit, St John the EvBagelist, St Michael, St 
Oeorge, St Anthony, St Christopher, St Vincent, 
St Edward the ConfiMsor, . St Anne, St Mary 
M^daleae, and St Barbara. The king also 
directs' in 'his will that " a grate, in maner of a 
domiratofi coper and: gike," be made round his 
tomb; bod this work, which we now see, was 
pardy executed' dudi^ Henry's lifetime. This 
beo^tifal grating, or " closure," is the work of 
English: .artisans. It is, ahs, sadly injured ; the 
statues 'haTc disappeared, as hu also moat of the 
upper part,' or parapet. Some of Henry VIL'« 
trndges' rcappoRT among the deooralioDr of the 
gruiiig^ and an inscripdon in ribbon blick-letter 
ntns rotuid the so-een. . . 
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WitWa the "dotote," v the foot 'of i the 
tomb, ttotA originally a splendid ihar. f Toll3)>t 
altar wett prucDtbdyias t«lic8, '*a.^%te.pec^ of 
the holie Crosse" emciued ia gold, abd wtrwiili 
pearls and precioui kobsi, md VoODbfi'thfc Irggi 
of St George," which wat lnought from MUia^ 
The bi^ .ahiTj called "OunLadjt Aultre," 
stood at the western end oftfae'tomih';': '1 / ^ 
' la tbe' Mme Tank 'with iHe«y iVjI. .nod 
Elisabinh'of York lies Janur /., vhose redtipgr- 
place was re<-diioQvere(l ty Dtbai Sttaiiey in 
1869, a&erhjiTiiig bceiiilong&tgattcirj'- .i- :,-> 

Janxe I.^ ion o£ Mirj ^^ueen c^ Scots 'add 
Henry, Lord Darnlejr, succeeded hii oon^ 
EltzabethiD >6o3,aDd:wiscro^t'iRdibfitlitt'bew 
thle of " King of >G^at : Bntaw, >FrBn4e bb4 
Ireland.".. , ,..-■-/ I' .:; - rL- ; -jn; ■ 1 

His fcweral toak'pUcc' in' tbdiAbbefiwitli 
great Boteh»it3P,'"ilis 'lii^I^, statue, being. |h«n 
seated on a-inugDifibent heatie.f.' rQhavlca E 
att^Kled in^person.' The -sermmiytaa^readied 
by Deao ' WiUiatDs, ' Who 'tonfsrednitlui- d^ 
king to Solornoo'initeniparticulaM.. I ■ .■ ■ 1 
.Beneath the present, ahar, at' the bfcadr' c^ 
Jienry VII.'s tombt is the grave ot:Bdwar)d, Vi. 
the SOD of Henry V-IHiiand Jooe Sejinoiir,<wJbo 
died b 1 553, ^ed .ifxteen, "fall of M.-mudll 
worth as the model of his age could holdt -Nd 
^n paasethby bimrwtthbui.fralKng hiTn,'th»ligh 
none praiaing hini tO'hi8>fuil<De«Brt&?' I ..ni' 

Queen.'Mary allowed tbr.iiSnglislii! Btlrial 

serrtoo'lo be iMod ather -fartithn'tiilunti^ittlie 

first ocoatton'tld wluphitbis.aer«iGei4m a^d.^rck: 

?»8 
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D Engliih aonreigo. Mirr heraelf tttended a 
Han of Requiem " in the Tower Clupel. 
Edward'* body wu brought from Whitehall 



die nieht befiire the fiaienj " without crcmt or 
light," and "the greateK moaa ww made for 
luin ai ever wai bwd or teen." 

Abote hU grare atood the beaitiiiil altar made 
by Torrigiano, irinch bore a wonderfid terra- 
cotta figure of the dead Chrin nrronDded by 
■ngek. Thii wai deitroyed by the Puntana in 
le^t, aod it' bu been remarked that thia ahar, 
uuially iiqtpoaed to be the momimeiit td the first 
Proteatant king, wai the only royal monanieDt 
mjured by Protettant zeal. ' 

The delicately tcnlptured marble iiieze ia a 
part of the original altar, and was found buried 
in the Taolt below. Two of the pillars had been 
preicrred in the Aahmdean Mraeam at Oxford, 
and were reatored to the Abbey by the UniTerKy. 
lb the ilab of the rctable are inierted three 
cnriooa fragmtott:— a piece of atoac frCHB an 
Almaii^D Bkar, broaght from Magdala in 
1808 ; a piece of moiaic from the Greek 
Oiurcli in DaraaaciK, deitroyed during the 
mauacre of the Chivtiaas in i860, and a firag> 
meat of jaaper from die old Norman high ahar at 
Canterbury, deitroyed when the cathedral waa 
bimit in 117^ 

In the tirtt of the five amall cb^telt which 
aorronnd the apae (beginaing on the aouth nde) 
ia the huge monument of LoJovic Sluart, Duke 
of RichmoBd and Lennox, d. 1613-4, cotuin to 
Jame«I. aodfaiiwife, d. 1639. Then 
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occted by the J>ichcM in memory of her kuibiBdt 
nearly fills the little cbapeL Enormous broaar 
figures of Faith, Hope, Prud^wc aad Chait^ 
support the caaopf . 

Against tbe east wall ataada a pyramid to black 
marble, (ornioaDted by an urn, which couain* 
the heart ctf E^me Stuart, Duke of Richmond 
aad Lennox, wfao died in infancy, 1661, In 
the same vault lies Franeu Therua, d. 1763, 
widow of the mxth aifd last Duke of RichoKrad 
and Lennox, " la belle Stuart," as sbe was called 
at Charles II .'a court. 

Ob the eictioctioii of the family, the title was , 
bestowed by Charles II. upon his natural son 
^ the Duchess of Pommoo^ Cbarkt, created 
Ijuke pf Richmond and Lennox, d. 1733, 
buried in this vault. 

. In the next, the sonth-eastem chapel, is the 
tomb ol jintome- Philippe, Due de Msntpenner^ 
brother to Louis Philippe, who was aftcrwarda 
king of the Preach. The duke died in exile 
in England in 1807. " This is the only dmao- 
meot placed in the Abbey for two centaries 
which is in accordance with the taste in which 
it was built." In the same radt rested for a 
time the remains ni Lomte of Savoy, Queen of 
Looia XVIII., who died in exile at Hartwell 
in 1810. Her body waa removed to Sardinia 

In this safne chapel lie Arthur Ptnrk^ SteaJty, 
late Dean of Westminster, d. 1881, and his wifo, 
ZjOitf jiuguita S/atlty, d. 1876, daughter of the 
scYMith Earl of Elgin, both of them peculiarly 
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idtMiS«4 with' thOoAt^iey and all ita rwwi 
ivusetta. "Tbfr moiiunKin of the Deao, with in 
beautiful reoumtimt <ti}igy,,is by Boehm. The 
window above was erected Ut t^ memory of 
Lady Augusta StBiiley by her husband. In the 
ifpJM^ (»artib« R[ffeBerLt«d eceneffirom tbe history 
of'tbt Btuoe family {teginni*! wtth Robert 
B^uca watcking die I'tpider),' «^ile ibe lower 
part repreeente Lady Aagiuta Stanley in the sis 
%tlritB of iliet-cy. ■ 

A slab a the -floor of the central eastern 
chapel marks the original burial-place of Oliver 
. Ortrm'tteili'VancliM'Meniberi of his family, and of 
some'of'tiie leaders of- the great -ParlianientiaTy 
^r^. These we^e all exrhumed at the- time <^ 
the ReBtoracionj-thiebodiesi of Cromwell, Ireton 
and Bradshaw were hanged- at - Tyburn, and 
afttrwards.briiesdeO, the headt being set on the 
top of WestmiaUer Hall. The other bodies 
Wet*"' inferred in the "oorth green" outside 
the Abbfeyi' M^abeth Oiaypolif, Cromwell's 
bvowlta daaghter, was'aloiie left nDdistorbed 
tn<h0r-TesttB^pl»£eon the north side of Henry 
Vir.'« iBombkJ The principal intwrments in thn 
taalt wei« as follows'i' — 

" - OSmer Cramtvtil, Lord Protector of the Realm, 
bbra at Huntin£d'oo 1599, died id^gjand boried, 
itrHg«ly enough, in tbie peculiarly Royal chapeL 
The funeral was very splendid and costly, " there 
was a Aiighty train of alack assistants ; the hearse 
WlB-'magaiiiceDt, the idol crowned ;— briefly, a- 
gi^t show, aad ^et, a&«r all this, but an ill 
•i^hti" ' Dart, who rat^Croni well the " ArDh> 
ii6 
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Kebel," adds that "hii burial ihewwu at such 
expence, that the tecond- ihadaw of him; hii tbb 
Richard, could nevn ditcharge it." 

Evelyn, in hit diary, telU n« " it wa« die joy- 
fulleet fuaeral that ever I taw, for there were 
none that cried hot dogt, Diiich the aoldien 
hooted away with as barbaroui Doite, drinldBV 
and I talung tobacco to the street) u they west. 
These words, howcwr, record the iieetiogi of 
Royalists, and seem to foreshadow the coming 
re-accion in men's nriodi. A more impartial 
judge would probably have gathered a very 
dtfterent impression from that solemn cerenonial, 
a nation's tribute to one of her greateK MWs. - 

General Henry Irthm, d. 1650, OromweU'i 

John Bradshatv, A. 1659, Pt««ident of the 
court 'which condemned Charies I. " He was 
a dark, melancholy mtecreant," says that aocom- 
promiiing Royalist, Dart, " and as well qualified 
to kill his Prince or his Father'in private,- as its- 
give judgment in Publick." j . ■ 1 

Bradshaw died at the Dcaneryv vriiich bad 
been granted to him on lease as a tuideDcnii^ 
Tradition says that he was wont to <XttMftom 
the Deanery l^ a winding stair 'to "woom small 
chamber " in the saoth-weatem tower, and the 
Westminster beys tued to believe that < his ^o«t 
haunted the adjacent triforium gallery.. • '^Ttili 
melancholy wretch," says Dart once more, " it 
said to have ended his course in the blackest 
desperation ; but diat a Choroh-Roaf was the 
BCtt of tnoh an andean Bird I have not heard. 
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.: . . Yet it ii Mt impntbable diat in •ome of tut 
Fits he might retire to a. Place very well niited 
to ancb a Temper." 

Eliaaiai Crmimidl,' ma^ka of the Protector, 
d.i6s,. 
' JoBf Dubom^h, niter of the Protector) d. 

Aivu Flettwoad, probably grand-dangltter of 
the Protector. 

Coharl Rkhard Deane, A. t6;3. 

CoIontJ //mmphrty Maekworik, 4. i654> 

Sir IVHRam ContlabU, d. 16$;. 

Admiral, RAtrt Bhia, d. i6;7, the great 
ttaval cMinmider, who died at bis «hip ww 
eoteriog Flyntouth Harbour aftef bis rictory 
over the Spaniarda otT the Caoary Islaodft. 

Dmwt B<md,d. 1658.. 

Mary Bradihaui, Wife of John Bradshaw. 

After tbcw bodies were rema?ed at the 
RcttontiiKi, the ncant vault was Died aa the 
burial-place of Jama Sutler, Duke df Ormonde 
(d. 168S), and all his lamily. Several other 
Ei^ah Disblemen were internid here, aod tdao 
■ewAl of Chailea II.'s Ul^iiiinaC^ <lncefidaata, 
iadudiag — 

Chariti, Ear! »f Dauaittr, d. 1673-4, aon 
of the Duke of Monnioutb. 

Cbarlt4 FUkimj, Duke of ClereUnd and 
SouthemjitoB, d. 1730. 

CbarJt* Ftt»Cbarlttt Earl of Plynwutb, d. 
■ 681. 

In this nuk are also buried— 
. iyWiam Bentmei, Earl nf Portlaad, d. 1 709, 
i>8 
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the faithful friegd of William III., and the 
secopd Ouit <^ Sfhontberg, d. i7i9> The re- 
3>atiis of the great Duke of Marlboroi^h were 
interred here with great pomp on Auguat 9th, 
\^^^■^ they were removed to the chapel at 
Blenheim in 1746. . 

The chief feature in the Borth-eaatem chapel 
is the large and uDpleasing manumeU of Jahu 
ShegUld, Duie of Buciingbamjhire, d. 1721. 

The Duke was dinioguiihed botli a* a politiqian 
and a soldier in the reigns of Charles II. and 
James II., and was created Marquis of Normaoby 
aod Puke of Bnckinghamshiie by, William and 
Mary. He was also kjiowo as a mu) of letters, 
the ftieitd of F^pe and of Dryden, to whom he 
erecte4 tJie monument now in Poets* Comet, 
The oft-quoted Latin epitaph, written by him- 
self) closes with the striking words, thus giTra in 
a c(Hitempot'ary tranilatioli, "I lived doubtful 
but not dissolute ; I died unresolved, not nnr»- 
itgBed. Ignorance and error are incident tA 
human nature; I trust in an Almighty and All- 
good Qq^ Oh thou Being of. Bcines, havo 
compoanen on mel" The words "Cfaristura 
Advenerot" originaJW stood beibre "Deo Con- 
fido," but were enaced by order of Dean 
Atterbury, who considered that "adveneror" 
was inadequate as. applied to Christ." 
. The monument was erected by the Duke'i 
widowi Catherine, Dltcbett' of BuciinghaKuhi$'e, 
d. 1743, iUe^timate daughter of James 11. by: 
Catherine Sedley* who is aW buried here. Thtt 
atrarige lady was so proud of her royal d«8cent> 
1 H9 
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diat on the annivenary of the " nunyrdom of 
bergrandfaCher, Charted.," (he "recnved Lord 
Herrey in the great dTawing-room of Buckin^am 
House, »eated in a chair of state, attended bj 
her women in like weeds, in memory of the 
royal martyr." She even made her ladies 
promise that if, on her deathbed, ahe became 
miconsdoue, they would nevertheleH stand op 
in her presence until ahe was actually dead. 
Five children of the Dake and Dncheae are 
buried in the same vauh. 

On the monument, the Duke is repreaeoted 
in Roman armour, while the Docbesa wears the 
Enelish costume of the time. 

The old pulpit which stands opposite ihn 
monument is said to be that from which Cranmer 
preached at the coronation and funeral of his 
godson, Edward VI. 

Id this same chapel, alone in a spadou* vault, 
Kes Amie of Denmark, d. 1618-19, Queen of 
James I., daughter of Frederick II., King of 
Denmark and Norway. She died at Hampton 
Court, [Mvfessing herself *'free ftora Popery." 
Her body lay in state for some wedta at 
Somerset House, ^riience it was convejred to 
Westminster. 

The {fth and la«t of the small chapeh is 
occupied by the large , monument of George 
f^tOeri, Duh ^ Sucihgham, d, 1618, the 
&vourite of James I. and Cbarit« I. He Was 
the foonh son erf Sir George Villiers, a Leictiter- 
shiresqure. Follerape^sof himas "oneof the 
complMteat Courtiers in Christendom, hit body 
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aod befaanonr motuallf fft/nng one MWther." 
"Bat," he add*, "it is geaerally gi»Mi to bin 
who is the 'little God at the Court ' to be ' the 
great Devil ' in the coUDtry. The Comnoioky 
hated bini wi^ a perfect haaed, and all naa- 
carriages in Church and State, at Hnnev Atmiad, 
at Sea and Land, were chained on bit want of 
Wisdom, Valour, or Loyalty." The Dulie was 
on tbc ere of his departure l» reliere La Rochelle, 
when he waB assassiaated at Portsmouth by Joba 
Feltmi, "a melancholy malecoateated geotle- 
iiMD, and a sallen aouldier," whO' beliered that 
"he should do God service if he killed the 
Duke." 

The raonunent was erected by tbe Ducheat, 
d. 164.3, who is buried beside her hnsbaDd, 
together with tome of their chddren, amoog 

LlrJ Fraui, rtUUr,, d. 1648— killed in a 
skirmish with the Parliamentary troops near 
Kingston-OD-Thamet. 

George yUlitrt, aecoad and list Duke of 
Buduogham, d. 1667 — the " Ziniri " of 
Dryden's " Abtalom and Acliitophel." 

In the centre of the oare, just at the head of 
Edward VL's yaolt, lie George JL, A., l^fto, 
and his wife, CaraUm of ^ntftub, d> I737> 
George II. (the last eovereigD buried at Weat>- 
tniniter) desired that his. duat tiiduld ntmgle 
with that of his wife, to whom he 'was greatly 
attached. The coffioa are .iberefore placed in 
one large black tnarble sarcophagus) one tide- ol 
eacb t^ka being !wtthdrawQrao that. the.reiDaint 
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rett together. Wilpole, in hii well-known 
detcripdon of George II.'s fanera], *peaki of 
hariog gone « to the burjrug t'other night; I 
had BCTcr teen a royal fbo«^ ; nay, I walked 
a* a rag of quality, which I found would be, 
and «o U wa*, the eanen way of seeing it. It 
is abwtntely a noble dght." — " [t was very 
theatric," he remarks, **to look down into the 
vault, where the coffin lay, attended by inoumen 
wid) light!." 

At the funeral of Queen Caroline, Haodel't 
newly-compoied antbeni, " When the ear heard 
her, then it bleased her," wai sung. Readers of 
Sir Walter Scott will remember Queen Cw-oline 
ai the QuccD of the " Heart of Midlothian." 

Serera) other member* of the Royal Honae 
of Hanover are buried here, naraety — 

mUiam Augiutut, Duki of CunAerlan^ d. 
1765, third MD of George II., — the " butcher " 
of Cnlloden. 

CaroSiu ESxaieth, d. 1757, and jfmeSa SopUa 
Eleiwora, d. 1 786, unmairied daughters of 
George II. 

Frederick Limit, Prhui of WiJti, d. 1750-t 
(the father of George HI.), and his wife, 
jiugatfa, Princeu if WaUt, d. 177a. 

Five of their children are buried near them, 
namely, 

Edward jiuguttut, Duke «f Tork, their aecoml 
•on, who died at Monaco in 1767. 

Henr, Frtdtrkk, Duke of CumlerlamJ, their 
fourth ion, d. 1 790. 

Fndtritk IViUitim, their fifth ion, d. 1765. 
13* 
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E^tsabclb Carolina, their (econd dsughtn-, <L 
1759. 

Ltnuta finite, their third dai^htcr, d. 176S. 

He North jIuU 

A Bmall door on the left hand as we &ce the 
entrance to the Chapel lead* ioto the DWth 
aiale. The small enclosure near the door wu 
jHobably uied as a aacri«ty or nstry by the 
prieMs who seryed Hwiry VII. 's chapel. 

Id the centre of the aisle, eastward«i i( the 
stately white marble torab of Qiutn £/i»aitlh, 
erected by James I. over the viudt where die 
lies buried. 

Queen Elizabeth, " the mirror of her sex and 
age," was bom at Greenwich in 1533) crowped 
in the Abbey amid the rejoicings of hat people 
in 1559, aad died at Richmond in 1603. 
Elizabeth's coronation was the last performed 
according to the Roitian Catholic rites. 

Her iiinera] was conducted with the usual 
poam, the body being conveyed from Richmond 
to Whitehall by river, and thence through the 
streets to Westnunster. 

" The 18 day of Aprill, being her funerall day, 
at which time the cittie of Westminster was 
■urcharged with multitudes of all sorts of people 
in their ttreetes, bouses, windows, leads and 
gutters, that came to see the obsequie, and when 
they beheld her statue or pictare lying appon the 
cotnn set forth in Royal Robeo, having a Crowne 
upon the head thereof, and a ball and sceptre in 
.'33 
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^tierbuKl, there vas nich a gnendl Hghiog, 
groning aod weeping as the like hath not beene 
Meoe or kaowM id the meisorie of man, 
neyther doth aoy Historic mcDtioD any people, 
time, or state, to make like UmentatioD for the 
death of their Soueraygoe." 

The moaument cohsists 4if a batement nip- 
parted by lions, on which lies the effigy^ of the 
great Queen. She is represented aa an aged 
woman, and Wears her royal robee, and a cIok 
coif. The crown has disappeared. Orer the 
figure ri«ei a lofty cbnopy, sustained by ten 
Corinthian piHaia. The long Latin ^itaph re- 
calls Elizabeth's greBtcrets, and the cMef Tories 
of her rngo. A fine iron railing once snr- 
rouaded the tonib, bufwas removed in 1832. 
{Maximilian Powtrain and John de Critz.) 

Fntler mendons the cnrioiM fact that a so- 
dalled "monument" to Elizabeth was aet ap b 
fdl the principa] London churches, "and no 
wonder, wbeb each loyal subject erected a 
moumfUl mooumwrt for her in his heart." 

In the same barrow vault with Elizabeth lie* 
her sister, the unhappy Qkioi Mary, who died 
in 1558. The corpse was "right honourabUe 
conreied'^ from 6t James's Palace to the Abbey, 
where "a fHa Herse" was prepared, " adorned 
with Aogel« of Wax, the VklcDce fringed and 
adorned #ith Gscocheons, and wittna the Garter, 
• Dieu et moil droit.' " 

An effigy of the Queen was laid on tJie 
coffin, '' apparelled in bir roiall robes, with a 
crowoe of gold set on the head thereof." The 
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body lettcd in the Abbey all nigbt, and dw 
next dov was " carried to the Chappel of King 
Hcary VII., her grandfitthcr, appoitted for hei 
Burial, and interred on tbe north side thereof, 
without an; Momuncot or other Kemembraace." 

In 1561, by a ftiange irony, the stonea trom 
the demolished sltan in Henry VII.'i Chapel 
mre heaped orer the place where Mary by 
bnried. 

Funeral aennon* were preached for her in 
the Abbey by the Biahop of Wiftcbeater and 
Abbot Feekenham, and Futter qwiotly reDaarlci 
that " the beat ii, the ProteManU of that age 
cared aot how many (to be it fiiamtl) aennoni 
were preached for her. The dotiiig worda o( 
the inacriptioa are very atriking : " Contorta 
both in tfarone and grave, heere reA we twa 
aiatera, Elizabeth and Mary, in hope of one 



To the eaitern cad of thia aiole the Dane 
"Inaocems' Comer" hai bccti preo. 

Againat tbe centre of the eaatem wait uanda 
the rocnninieDt elected by Cbarlea II. in 1674, 
in memory of Edvuira V. and fail brother 
Richard, Dule ef Toph, who an generally 
nippoaed (o have been murdered by their uncle, 
aftnwards King Richard III., in 1485. 

Tbe urn oontanu the bone* belteved to be 
thoae oS the two young pnncea, which were 
found at the foot of a aCaircaae in the Tower. 

Edward V, waa really a WettminBter cbild„ 
for he waa bom in the Mnctuary, when hit 
mother, Elizabeth Woodville. took refiige here 
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ID 1470. "Hta Birth waa in TrouUe, and 
hi* End answeiabJe." The infant prince wu 
cbristcfled in the Ahbej,' "'without pompe, 
— whoK g[>dBidere were y" abbot and priour 
of xhc sayd place, and the iady Scrope god- 
When the unfortunate Eliabeth Woodviile 
fled again into sanctuary, after the death of 
her hiKband, King Edward IV., in i+8j, her 
second eon; Richard Duke of York, wa» ^vith 
her, and it wu with the greatest difficulty that 
«ke could be persuaded to give up the boy when 
his unel^ sent for him. "God knoweth when 
we shall kiase together againe," (aid the poor 
mother, as she finally bade her child finrwell. 

On the right, as we &ce east, is the tomb 
of the Kttle Princett Mary, daugiiter' of Jamea 
I., who died in 1 607, aged two years and a half. 
Of this child the Protestant King James used 
**^ea*aDtly to say, (hat be would not pray to the 
Virgin Mary, hot for the Virgin Mary, meaning 
hia own daughter." The funeral sermon tooch- 
ingly deacribes how, on her death-bedi the litde 
girl kept repeating, "I go, I go, away I go," 
aad again the third time, <* I go, I go." 

The monument is a tmall altar*^mb, on 
which rests the effigy oi tbe child, reclining 
on her elbow, and wearing the quaint costume 
of the time. 

On the left is a charming little moDuroent 

representing an infant in ber cradle, that of the 

baby princess Sofbia, daughter of James I., who 

died m 1606, when only three days old. She 

iJ6 
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U the fint Sophia of Englisb hiitory, named 
after her grandmother, Sophia of Deomark, and 
bequeathing her name to her niece, Sophia, 
Electreu of Haoorer. 

" This Royal Bahe is repreeeoted alening in 
her Cradle, wherewith vulgar eyea, etpecialljr of 
the weaker e^ are more affected (as lerehto 
their cognizance, more capable of what ia wetty 
than what ii pompous) than with all the 
magnificent moDumeott of We«tmin»ter." 

At the head of Qaeen Elizabeth'a tomb ia 
a targe vault containing the remains of General 
Moni, Date of jUbemarle, d. 1670, and lerenl 
of hit family. General Monk took a very 
active part in the Reucwation of the Stoarta, 
and waa buried here by command of Charlc* 
II., who attended the funeral in person. The 
monument to Monk ia. in the aoulh aide, bat 
hit efligy used iorroerly to Mand near bia grave. 

Among others buried here, are Jotefh jtJditnt, 
the poet and eagayisC, d. 1 7 1 9, whose n 
is in Poets' Comer. 

Jamet Craggi, d. 17201, who I 
Addison a« Secretary of State. Hb n 
stands at the west end of the Abbey. Speaking 
of Addison's funeral, Macaulay say*; "Hit 
body lay in state in the Jenualem Cliamber, 
and was borne thence to the Abbe; at dead 
of night. The choir lang a liineral hymn. 
Bishop Atterbury, one of those Tories who 
had loved and honoured the most acccMDpliabed 
of the Whigs, met tfae corpse and led tlw pn>- 
cession by torchlight, round the ahrine or St 
137 
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Edward and the giaves of die Pbnti^ 
to the Chapel of HeDr; the Sefemh. 
north sde of that chapel, in ihe vault of the 
house of Albemarle, the coffin of AddiMn lies 
next to the coffin of Montagu. Yet a few 
moDths, and the lame mourncra pasted again 
aloDg the same ai^. The .tame sad. anthem 
was again chanted. The aame raidt was again 
opened ; and the cotSn of Cragga was placed 
close to the coffin of Adt^son." 

Charles Montagu, Bail of H^ifaK, d. 1715, 
diatiiiguiBfaed as a statcimui and fioancier. He 
Was the great patron of. the literary men of hji 
day — '^the second great Mzcenas " — and was 
the friend and supporter of Addison. His 
monument is on the ssuth wall. 

Editaard Montaga, Earl of Sandwich, d. 
1671, who.tDok an active- part in the RestoratitM. 
He was a distingniahed naval commander, and 
was blown up with his riiip when in acdon 
against the Dutch, 

George Savile, Marquis of Halifax, d. 169;, 
who earned the tkle of "the trimmer." He 
was Lord Privy Seat io the reigns of three 
Kings— Charles JI., James II., and Willima 
III. "He was a man of a very great and 
ready wit ; full of life, and vwy pleasant, much 

turned to satire But with reUtioa to the 

public, he went backwards aod forwards, and 
changed sides so often, that in conolusi^ no 
(me truOcd him."' This mooiimeitt is also on 
the sonth wall. 

'(ItanMt's "HlMOTjrof hisOwmTime.") 

■18 
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Tht South Aiih 

-A door on th« tight at we ascend the atejw 
leads ioto the Miitb awle of the Chapel. Three 
beautiful tomb* occupy the central space of the 
aiale. The tint ii that of Margaret, Coumuu 
of Lennox, A. 1576, danghMr 4^ Margaret 
Todor, widow of Jamei IV. of Scotland, by 
her second marriage with the Earl of Angiu. 
The CouDteM of Lennox was thai first cousin 
to Queen Elizabeth. In her youth thia tadj 
had been very beautiful, and Lord Thomas 
Howard was imprisoned in the Tower by 
Henry VIII., mi a charge of high treason, 
for having Tentured to propose marriage to her 
without the king's consent. On the death of 
Lord Thomas Howard, Margaret married 
Matthe« Stuut, Earl of Lennox. The roiuph 
states that she "had to her great-grandfatber. 
King Edward IV,; to her grandfather. King 
Henry VII. ; to her uncle. King Henry VIIL ; 
10 her couain-german, King Edward VI. ; to 
her brotl)er, King James V. of Scotland ; to 
her son (Damley), King Henry I. of Scot- 
land ; to her grandchild. King James VI. (of 
ScotlBod) and L (of England)." 

The Countess died in poverty at Hackney, 
and was buried here in great state by Queen 
Eliaabedu The tomb is of alabaeter. Upon 
it rests the effigy <A Margaret in robca of states 
wearing a close coif with a coronet o*er 'm 
On either side of the tomb are the effigies of 
her children, fonr sons and four daughters. 
139 



; Cookie 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

Among them is the figure of Lord Darnley, 
which atill hat the broken remaina of a crown 
above its head. Next to him is r^esented 
tite second ton, CharUt Stuari, Earl of LamnK, 
A. 15.76, lather of Lady Arabella Stuart. He 
is buried with his mother in the vault below. 

The aext roonumeni, which towers up almost 
to the roof, ts that of Mary, Quern of Scott, 
daughter of James V. of Scotland and Mary 
of Guise, bduaded at Fotherin^y Castle in 
1586-7. A&er the execution, Que«i Eliza- 
beth "order'd the corps to be solemnly buried 
in the C^edral of Peterborough, . . . where 
she rested, and had a somptuotia hearse erected 
to her." James I. afterwarda commanded that 
his mother's remuns should be removed to 
Westminster, so that the "like hoooar might 
be dom to the body of his dearest mother and 
the like monument be extaat of her that had 
been does to others .and to his dear sitter the 
kte Queee Elizabeth." 

The monument erected to Mary is in feet 
much more splendid and costly than that of 
Elizabeth. The fine elEgy rests on a large 
sarcophagus, and is covered by a lofty and 
elaborate canopy. The queen is represented 
with the clear-cut, delicate features ^miliar to 
us in her picttu'et. She wears a close coif, a 
heed ruff, and a long mantle fastened with % 
jewelled brooch. At her feet sits the crowned 
lion of Scotland. 

" Her elaborate epitaph is closed by the 

words from St Peter, recommending the 

,140 
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Saviour's example of patient safl&ring. Her 
tomb waa revered by devout Scots as the 
ihrine of a caDOoized taint." Her burial- 
place is «aid to have been *' resplendent with 
miracles," and Dean Stanley mncludes : " This 
probably is the latest instance of a miraole- 
working tomb in England, and it invests the 
qnesdon of Queen Mary's character with a 
theological as well as an historical ineerest.'' 
(The monument is the work of Cornelius 
Core.) 

In the tame vault with their famous ancestress 
lie many other members of the Stuart family. 
Among these are Hinrj Frederitk, Prince of 
IfaUi, who died in 1612 "in the rage of a 
malicious extraordinary burning fever. He 
was a prince of great promise, " in whose grave 
were buried the hopes of the Puritan party." 

Arabtlla Sluarl, A. i6i;,daughter of Charles, 
Earl of Lennox, and 6rst cousin to James L 
This nnhappy lady was always regarded with 
suspicion as a possible claimaot of the throne, 
and after her marriage in 1610 with Sir William 
Seymour, a representative of the Suffolk brindi 
of the royal family, she was imprisoned in the 
Tower, where she finally lost her reason. 

CharUt, eldest child of Charles I., who died 
an infant in 16*9, Fuller tells us how " The 
Popish priests beWging to the Queen stood 
ready, watching to snatch the Ro^l Babe to 
their superstitious Bapusroe ; but the tender 
care, of King Charles did outs-viril th«ir watch- 
fiilness, commanding Doctot Web, his next 
I4« 
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ctuylaJD in atteiuiance, to cbriaten it according 
to the Church of Englaod. TUi done, within 
few honrM he expired \ and lyes buried at 
WestminMcr," 

Antu, daughter of Char]e> I. id. 1640 — "a 
wety pregnant little lady above her age, and died 
in^ her in&ncy when Dot full four yean old. 
Beiag minded by thoae about her to call upon 
God eren when the paogt of Death were upon 
her ; ' I am not able ' saith she, * H> say my long 
prayer (meaning the Lord's prayer) ; but I will 
■ay my ihort one, Lighten mine eyes, O Lord, 
lest I deep the aleep of death.' This done, the 
little lamb gave up the gho«" — (Fuller). 

Henry, Duie of Ghautter, d. 1660, the 
yonogM son of- Charle* I. — the boy who 
pnMtuted bis father that he would be torn in 
pieces rather than be made king in bia elder 
brother's place. He died of amall-pox at 
Wbitehall shortly after the RestoratioD. " The 
king {Charles II.) was never known to grieve 
HO much upon any other occasion." 

Mary, Pnitctii of Orange, d, 1660, daughter 
of Cbarlee I., wife of Wdltam of Orange, and 
mother of William III. of England. *'This 
peerteSB Princes* — rich in piety and wiadom . . . 
caibe over to congratulate tbe happincm of her 
brother's miraculous restitution ; whcmi behoMi 
sickneaa aiTCits this Royd Princeu, nO bail 
beiog found by physick to defer the executitMi 
of her death. On tbe jiit of December follow- 
ing d>e was h<Hioutsbl)' (thoi^ private^) io- 
tm«d at WtsUninner, . . . iaod ao ^e w dry 
<4* 
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but willingly adbcded a Mar to bemoan the Ion 
of 80 worthy a priacess " — (Fuller). 

ES7iairt/>, Qtum 9f Bobania, i. i66i-2,dde« 
daugbcei of Jamea I., aad. wife of Frederick, 
Elector Palatine, called the " Winter King " of 
fiohemia. After the viciHitodes of her tronbled 
life, the resta here amoog her own kindred. 
Through her daughter Sophia, Electicei of 
Haoover, Elizabeth became the aacenrew of 
the preKDt Royal House. 

Prka Ruprn, d. i6ljz, (oa of the Queen 
of Bobemiai &mou« (or the valour with which 
be fought for hii uode, Charles L, in the Civil 
Wan. 

jlnHe Hydt, Duchesi of York, d. 1671, 
daughter of the Eail of Clarendoa, first wife of 
Jatnes 11., and mother of the ti^o qt^eeo), Mary 
11. and Anne. "A woman of excellent mdm^ 
and a loul niiCed to ber high station." 

In t^iM vault lie alio ten children of James II., 
and eighteen children of Queen Anne. One only 
of Anne's children, William, Duke 6f Glouceiter, 
survived in&icy. He died in i )oo, aged elerea, 
"of a fever occanoned byncbceiive dancing on 
his binhday "—(Dart). 

The third tomb i« that of the aobie and 
veaenable Margaret Btaufort, CounttM of 
Richmond and Deri>y, di 1509, great-sraod- 
daughter of John of Gtiunt,- and mother of King 
Henry VII. bf her fint hneband, Edmund 
Tudor, Earl of Richmond, son of Owen Tudor 
and Queen Katherine de Vabis. Maigaret 
married for her ! Ncoad husbdnd.Sir Heoiy 
»*8 
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SuSord, yotmger sod of the Duke of BuclciDg- 
ham t and for her third, Thomaa, Lord Stanley, 
who crowned Heory VII. on Boawoith Field, 
and was by htm created £arl of Derby. This 
u the "Lady Margaret" who "founded two 
coUegei, one to Chiut, and the other to St Jobo, 
His diaciple" at Cambiidge, and! who also 
founded a Chair of Dinni^ at both Uoivertitin. 
" Her outward existrace, sayt Dean Stanlejf, 
" belonged to the medixval pan. She lived 
almost the life, in death ifae alrooat wears the 
^rb, of an Abbeu. Even her marriage with 
Edmund Tudor was the remit of a vinbn of St 
Nicholas. The last English sigh for the crusades 
went up from those lips. She would often say, 
that if the princes of Chrittendom would combine 
thHoselve^ and march gainst the common 
enemy, the Turk, she would most wilUo^y 
attend, them, and be their laundress in the camp. 
The bread and meat dcded out Co the poor of 
Westminster in the College Hall is the remnant 
of the old monastic charity which she founded 
in the almonry." 

It is curious and intereetiDg to remembra that 
this "last mediseval Princess" Vol a "great 
encom^ger of Printing," and a special patrooets 
of Caxton, whose printing-press was set up in the 
Abbey almonry. She is thus directly connected 
with one of the great forces of our modem life. 

Margaret died at fiarldng Abbey a few day« 

after the coronation of her grandson, Henry 

VIII, Her friend and confessor. Bishop Fisber, 

who preached her fiineral sennoo, said of ber : 

»4+ 
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" Every one that knew her loved her, 2nd evdy^ 
thing that the said or did bocuie her." 

The tomb is the work of Torrigiano, aod 
greatly reieaiblef that of Henry VIL in general 
deiign. It is of black muble, while the beauti- 
ful efligy, the little canopy, and the coat* of 
arms endoaed in flowered wreaths, are in gik 
bronze. The portrait efligy repreaeitfa Margaret 
in her old age, wearing a widow's dros. The 
witJiered hands raised in prayer are wooderfttUy 
characteristic. Round the verge of the monn- 
roent is mscribed an epitaph composed . by 
Erasmus, the Reformer. 

At the eastern end of the Chapel, inacr^ont 
in die pavement record the burial of — 

CW/« //., d. 1685. 

Quetti Mary II., d. 1694. 

mi&m III., d. not. 

Prinei George ef Denmark, d. 1 708. 

Qu«B Aane, d. 17 14. 

None of thete Mvereigns had any monument 
erected to them. The wax effigy of Charles II., 
hawcTcr, stood near his grave for many years. 

Charles II. was "obscurely buried at night 
without any manner of pomp, and soon forgotten 
after all his vanity." 

The funeral of Mary II. was marked by the 
attendance of both Houses of Parliament, " the 
Lords robed in scarlet and ermine, the Commons 
in long black mantles. No preceding Sovereign 
had ever been attended to the grave by a Parlia- 
ment ; for, till then, the Parliament had always 
expired with the Sovereign. . . . On the gorgeous 
" 145 
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coffin of purple aod gdd were Iwd the crown 
and sceptre of the reabn. The day was well 
iuited to nicb a ceremony. The tky was dark 
and troubled, aod a few ghastly Hakee of mow 
fell OB the bUck plumet of the funeral car. 
Within the Abbey, nare, choir, aod traoaept 
were in a blaze with innumerable wax lights "-r- 
(Macaolay). 

The funeral of William LI I. was veiy simple, 
and no -special spleodqur aeemt to have marked 
that of Queen Anne. 

Close to the graces of these Stuart soTerngnt 
is the monument of General Monk, buried, at 
wc have seen, in the opposite aisle. The monu- 
ment was erected abont 1717. — (Kent des: 
Scheemakers, sculptor.) 

Against the north wall, next to the monument 
of Monk, is the statue erected by Horace 
Walpole in memory of his mother, Catherine 
Shorter, Lady Walpole, d. 1737, first wife of the 
great Whig Minister, Sir R. Walpole, after- 
wards Earl of Orford. The figure is a copy 
of the famous statue of ** Modesty " at Rome. 
The epitaph is by Horace Walpole. (Valori, 
scolptor.) 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE NORTH AMBULATOKV AND CHATELS 



The North Amhulalorj 

'TURNING into the north ambulatorv. we 
^ liad, at the foot of tlie ttept leading to 
Henry VII. 'g Chapel, a atone marlong the gra?e 
of Edviard Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, d. 1674, 
the famous historian of " The Great RebelUon," 
grandfather of Queen Mary II. and Queen Aitne. 
He died in exile at Rouen, having been impeached 
for high treaaon. The inscription waa not cut 
until 1867. 

Beyond, on the right, are the monunieoti of — 

mlliam Ptilienty, Earl of Bath, d. 1674, 

•47 
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" Patriot Pulteoey," at he was called. He 
is buried id the Islip Chapel, and his funeral 
was the occasion of a tumult, daring which 
the canopy of Edward I.'s tomb was broken 
down. — (Wilton, sculpt.) 

Admiral Holma, d. 1761, Commander-in- 
Chief of the Beet at Jamaica. — (Wilton, sculpt.) 

Close to the entrance of the Chapel of St John 
the Baptiat are the graves of— 

Sir John IVmdtore, d. 1414, nephew of the 
famous William of Windsore, who was Lord 
Lieutenant of Irdand to Edward III.'s time. 
"This John . . . had been a soldier in his 
youth, and was a great commander in the wars 
in Ireland, and the battle of Shrewsbury with 
Henry IV., but, repenting him of his bloodshed, 
finished his life in piety." 

A brass plate with a LalJn rhyming inscrip- 
tion remains on the graTestone. 

John Pym, leader of the popular party in the 
Long Parliament, d. 1643. He was "buried 
with wonderful pomp and magnificence in that 
place where the bones of our English kings and 
princes are committed to their rest." His body 
was disinterred in 1661, and thrown into a pit 
just outside the Abbey, with those of most of 
the Parliamentary magnates. Pym'i pown- and 
influence led the Royalitts to nickaame htm 
" King Pym," and Cluendon says of him, " he 
seemed to all men to have the greatest influence 
upon the House of Commons of any man j and 
in truth, I think he was at that time ( 1640) and 
for some months after, the most popular man, 
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and the most ■Ue to do hurt, that bath lived at 
any time." 

H^iirtam Stredt, i. 164$, (we of the five 
memberB demanded by Chaiiei I., when he 
entered the Houte of Gommooe with an armed 
force in 1641-2. Clarendon 8|ieakB of Strode'* 
Tinilence 'and maiice, and aye he wa* "one of 
thoac . . . who mo*t avowed the curbing and 
flippreaiing of majetty/' 

Biihop Briaa D^ppa, d. 1662. Dean of 
Christ Church, Oxford) and Bishop of Cbi- 
cbester, Salisbury, and Wincbeater auccessiTely. 
He was tutor to Charles II., who had so great 
rererence for hini, "that the day before his 
death that Prince came to Richmond, and at the 
bedside aiked his blessing on his bended kneea." 

The Bishop " was a coonderi^le fiene&ctor 
to Christ Church College and that of All Souls 
m Oxford, founded a Hospital at Greenwich, 
where he was bom, with this inscription over 
the door : ' A poore Bishop T»w'd this House^ 
\»a. a great and wealthy o*e built it.' " 

During the " troublesoiBe times " Bidiop 
Duppa retired to Richmond, where he died. 

Earl Z-igenier, d. 1770, aged ninety-two. 
He fou^t under MaHboraugh,.aod was pre- 
fent at die batde of Blenheim, and afterwards 
became one of Queen Anne's generals. — (Moore, 
sculpt.) 

At the entrance of the Chapel of St John the 

Evangelist is the gigantic movUDKnt erqcted by 

the King and Parliament to General J^me* 

Wo^e, killed at Qnebec in 17J9, aged only 
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tfairtythree. Wolfc'* victory over the French 
at Quebec, and the capture of that town, finally 
won the province of Canada for England. 

-Walpole describes Wolfe's death as "noble 
indeed, and tells how *■ fast as life ebbed out, 
his whole anxiety centred on the fbnune of the 
day. He begged to be borne nearer to cfie action } 
but his sight being dimmed by the approadi of 
death, be entreat^ to be told what diey who 
supported him saw. He was answered that the 
enemy gave ground. He eagerly repeated the 
quettioD, heard the enemy was totally routed, 
cried ' I am satisfied,' and expired." 

It has already been meotinned that Dean 
Zachary Pearce gravely considered a proposal 
to remove the beautiful tomb of Aymer de 
Valence in order to make room for this monu- 
ment, a piece of vandalism prevented by the 
remonstrances of Horace WalpoJe. As it is, 
the screen of St John the Evangelist's Chapel 
has been sacrificed, and the torobs of Abbot 
Esteney and Sir John Harpedon moved from 
their original poaition into the Ambulatory. 

The monument, which was the first public 
work of Joseph Wilton, is an imaginary repre- 
sentation of Wolfe's death. On &e basement, 
below the group <rf figures, is a bronze bas-reiief 
by Capizzoldi, which depicts the landing of the 
Bridsh troops, and their ascent of the Heights 
of Abraham. 

WoHe is buried at Greenwich, in his Other's 
grave. 

Sir Join Harpedon, d. 1457, a knight of 
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Henry V., and fifth hinband of the celelvated 
KcDtish heiKM, Joan de la Pole, Lady Cob- 
bam, whow fourth huaband was Sir Johx 
Oldcaitle, the "good Lord Cobhim." 

Thit tomb, once raued four feet from the 
floor, formed pan {^the sorecn of St Joba 
the ETaneeliat't Chapel, at did al»o the tomb 
of Abbot Esteney. 

The braiR represents a Icni^t fiilly armed, 
with his feet resting on a lion, wd hit head 
on a helmet. On the helmet is the crett, a 
hind's head iasiting from a crown. 

Join £jlenef,d. 1498, Abbot of WenminitR 
from 1474 until his deacb. In Esteney's time, 
the vaulting of the west end of the . chnrch was 
completed, and the great wen window «et up: 
He is also remanbn^ as the patron of Caxton, 
whose printing-press was set tip in the Alrooaiy 
in 14.77, ^"d who dates some of his books from 
"the Abbeyof Westminster." Esteney also did 
good serTJce to his Abbey by persuading the Papal 
Court to remit the obligation for each Abbot to 
go to Rome to be confirmed by the Pope, which 
journey was a heavy charge on the revenues. 

Like his predecessor. Abbot Millyng, Esteney 
had charge of Queen Elizabeth WoodviUe when 
ahe took sanctuary at Westminster. 

The brass effigy on the low altar-tomb re- 
presents the Abbot in " Mass Habits," with one 
hand raised in b«)ediction, the other holding 
a crazter. From the mouth proceeds a label 
with the words -■ *' Exultabo in Dm Jhu Meo." 
The figure is surmounted by a triple canopy. 
'5' 
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The tomb vat qsened in 1706, and again in 
1772. Dart telle u« that the Abbot's body waa 
found entire, "tying in a Chest quilted with 
yellow Sateen ; be bad on a gown of Crimson 
Silk girded to him with a black girdle ; on his 
Legs were white ailk stockings ; and on hit Face, 
which was black, a clean napkin doubled np 
and laid comer-wise; the Legs and other Farts 
of the Body firm and plump." 

Two gravestones, once cootaiDing brasses, 
mark the resiing-places of Thomat Brown and 
Hampbrey Raitrti, d. 1508, two monks of the 
Abbey, who lie beneath one slab ; and Sir Tbcmai 
Parry, d. 1 560, Treasurer of the Household and 
Master of the Couru and Liveries to Quera 
Elizabeth, who lies beneath the other. 

(Observe the beauty and stateliness of Henry 
Ill.'t tomb aa seen from the Ambulatory side. 
It here appears biple, and much of the original 
decoration remuna.) 

Chapel of St Paul 

The first of the northern chapels (on the 
right as we descend from Henry VII. 's Chapel) 
is dedicated to St Paul. 

Relics of the Saint were once placed here, 
and among them, the tloth in which his bead 
was wrapped after execuUoD, presented t^ 
Edward the Confessor. 

The western half of the screen which divided 
the ct»pel from the ambulatory was destroyed 
to make way lor Pulteoey'a monument, while 
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the eastern half now forme part of Lndtfrick 
Robierc'a tomb. 

In the centre of the Chapel ataDds the fine 
ahar-tomb of Sir Giltt Daubing, d. 1 507, and 
hit wife Elizabeth, d. ISOO. He wm Lord 
Lieutenant of Calait, aitd Chamberlain to Henry 
VIL, and wai railed to the Peerage in 1480 
for his services during Henry VII. 'a exile. 

The tomb ia of Pnrbeck marble, with alabaster 
effigies in the costume of the period. Sir Giles 
wears plate annoar, and the fiill insignia of the 
Order of the Garter. On the sotes of his shoes 
are little figures of friars who hold rosiriee. 
The original gilding and colour has all but dis- 
appeared, as the tomb has been repainted. 

Close to this tomb stands **the stapid Colosso*, 
whose introduction here is the most crying 
evidence of the want of tast« in our generation " 
— the monument of Jantei lVatt,A. 1819, the 
improver of the steam-engine, who is buried near 
Birmingham. 

This giganric roonoment was erected with 
much difficulty, as part of it had to be dragged 
in over Robwrt's tomb, and the statue oould 
hardly be gM through the door. The paremeDt 
gave way benestb the immense weight, laving 
bare " rows upoo rows of gilded coffias " berowi 
and had tiot timely precaution been taken, 
" workmen and wotk must inevitably hare fallm 
in and joined the dead in the chamber of death " 
— (Cunntagbam). 

The statue is by Chantrey, the inscription by 
Lord Brougham. 
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Goiog round the Chape) to the right, we Gad 
the monuments of — 

Ludnmch Rohierty d. 1 43 1 ■ and hie wife) Eliza- 
beth, daughter and heiren of Sir Bartboloinew 
Bouichier. Robaeit was a nadve of Hainaolt, 
and wa* created Lord Bourchier after hit marriage. 
He was made the King** Standard Bearer ai a 
leward for hit exploits on the field of Agioconrt ; 
he was attached to the personal household of 
Katherine de Valois, and afterwards became 
Chamberlain to Henry VI. 

The monument forms part of the screen of 
the Chapel, and ts, from an architectural point 
of view, one of the most remarkaUe in the 
Abbey. The whole was once richly coloured 
and gilt, the upper part being covered with coats 
of arms and mottoes. The inscriptions are now 
nearly e&ced, but on the top cornice the words 
"Non nobis Dne non nobis sed Kni tuo da 
Glortam " are still Tisible. 

Tradition connects Robsert with "Geofiirey 
Chaucer, oar poet," and Dart tells us that he 
found Chaucer s aims among those on the screen. 

Fraac'u, Lord CottingtOH, of Hanworth, d. 
165*, Lord Treasurer in Charles I. 'a reign, 
and thrice ambassador to Spain (under Jaiaet 
I.. Charles I., and Charles II.). who "for his 
&ithfull adherence to ye crowne (ye usyrpert 
prerayling) was forc't to fly his country." He 
died at Valladolid, during his embassy to Spain. 

Clarendon describes Lord Cotiington as "a 
Tery wise man," and as " master of an incompar- 
able temper, . . . which was not liable to any 
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transport of avgti or any other paacian." — " He 
never uted ao^xidy ill, but used many very well 
for whom he had no regard ; hia greatest iault 
was, that he could disten^le, aod nuke men 
believe that he loved them very well when he 
cared not for them. . . . He waa heartily weary 
of the world, and no man was more willing to 
die; which is an vgument that he had peace 
of conBcience. He left behind him a greater 
esteem of his parts than love to his person." 

" He raised himself by hU natural strength," 
says Fuller, ■* without any artificial advantage ; 
having his parts above his learning, his experi- 
ence above his parts, his industry above bii 
experience, and (some will say) his success 
above all." 

The monument was erected by his nephew, 
and is of black and white marble, with a reclin- 
ing effigy. — (Fanelli, sculpt.) 

Above, is a line bust of his wi&, jlntie. Lady 
Cottmgton, d. 1633-4. Her monument was 
raised to her by her husband, and is the work 
of Hubert le Sffiur. 

The place of St Paul's altar is occvpied by 
the fine Renaissance tomb of Fraata Sidney, 
Countess of Sussex, aunt to Sir Philip Sidney, 
and wife of the Earl of Sussex who rivalled 
Leicester in Elizabeth's favovr. It may be 
noticed that several ladies of the Elizabethan 
Court have thus, by the position of their moaa- 
ments, "trampled on the ancient altars in tkeir 
reapective chapels." 

Frances Sidney was the foundress of Sidney 
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Sunex College at Cambridge, "a woemaH whyle 
■he tyved adorned with many and most rare ^fu 
both of mynde and bodye, towards God tnjy 
uid zeloiuly reJigiout, to her fitad» and kins- 
foulke mo«c liberal, to the poore pHiooen, to 
the Mioiaten of the Worde of God, alwaiet 
moat chariuble." The recumbent ^gy is a 
good Ulustratioa of Elizabethan costume. The 
feet rest on a porcupine, the Sidney crett. 

DuJUy Carlttom, Viscount Dorchester, d. 
1631-2, Sectetary of State under Charles I., 
educated at Westminster School and Christ 
Church, Oxford. " He was die last English 
Deputy who tat on the States-General of the 
Netherlands, i6i5-i636,a privilege the Eoglish 
Crown had possessed from the middle of EUza- 
betl)** reign." Clarendon says of him that he 
« understood all that related to foreign employ- 
ment, and the coodttioD of other princes and 
nations, very well ; but was utterly unaegoainted 
with the goremment, laws and customs of his 
own country, and the nature of the peoide." 

The moDument, erected in 164.9, Uby Nicholas 
Stone, who received ;£loo ibr it. Carleton's 
wife, Anne Garrord, who died a lew years before 
him, is buried in the same grave. 

Sir Tbomat BramUy, d. 1 587. He succeeded 
Sir Nicholas Bacon as Lord Keeper, and presided 
at the trial and sentence of Mary, Queen of Scots. 
Dart describes tbe monument as " a magoificeot 
monument of Aiabuter, with Pillan of mitrUe 
and Lydian, ^It, on which is the Effigy of an 
ancient Penon in a Chancelior*! gomi, with 
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eight ChitdrcD imeeliog at his Feet." At the 
back appears the official pnrset and above an 
figures of Fame and Immortality. 

Sir Jamet FulltiiBn, A. 1630-1, and his wife. 
He was Firit Gentleman of the Bedchamber to 
Charles I. " He died Fuller of Faith then «f 
Feares ; Fuller of Resoluc'on then of Paieoes ; 
Fuller of Honour then of DayeB." A marble 
altar-tomb with alabaster etSgies. The wife 
wears a miniature of her husband fiutened to 
her girdle. 

Just below this monnment lies jfreUUbop 
Uiiber, d. i6;5-6, buried here in state by Crom- 
well's desire, and at lus expense, although the 
Archbishop had been a friend of Charles I. 
This funeral was the only litur^cal serrice 
held in the Abbey during the Commonwealth. 

Sir John Puckering, d. 1596, who prosecuted 
Miry, Queen of Scots, and her secretary, Davison. 
He succeeded Sir Christopher Hatton as Keeper 
of the Great Sealin Elizabeth's time. Thetomb 
was erected by his widow, who added her own 
statue. It is in the Renaissance style, and of 
various kinds of marble. The effigies and the 
statues of the eight children are of alabaster. 

Sir Henry Bdtuyie of Branc«)eth, d. 1717, 
Lieutenant- General of William III.'s forces io 
Flandera, " lineally descended from Belasius, one 
of the Norman generals who came into England 
with William the Conqueror and was knighted 
by him." — (Scheemakers, sculpt.) 

On one side of this tomb is a host of Sir 

Rowland Hill, d. 1870, the originator ctf the 
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penny postage. The bust is by W. D. 
Keyworth. 

The baanera which hang ia this chapel are 
those carried at the fiinerais of the old North- 
ambrian family of Delaral, who were buried 
here about a ceotury ago. 

Chapel of St Eraimui 

lie littli 
the ii 

now serves as the entrance to the Chapel of St 
Ji^Q the. Baptist. It b thought that when the 
chantry chapel dedicated to St Erasmus by 
Elizabeth' Woodville was demolished, together 
with other baildiDgs, in order to make room for 
Henry Vll.'a new Lady Chapel, the Saint'« 
altar was temporarily placed here. 

Over the beautiful fourteenth century door- 
way are the words " Sanctus Erasmus," painted 
there by order of Abbot lalip ; above, again, is 
a fine sculptured niche with a moulding of vine 
leaves. This niche is now disfigured by the in- 



seen, and also the hole in the roof through which 
the lamp was suspended. St Erasmus was Bishop 
of Campania ; he was martyred under Diocletian, 
and, according to the Golden Legend, was "ledde 
through the heyght of Heven into the upper- 
most place, where he stondeth wyth God wyth 
all the hooly companye." 

Close to this entnnce are two cnrioua litde 
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iDonnnientB. Od the eastern nde, Jmtt Crewe, ' 
wife of Sir Ciippeaby Crewe, d. 1639 ; on the 
westero side, Juliana Crewe, d. 162 1,' daughter 
of a Sir Randolph Crewe who wa< Lord Chief 
Jtutice of the Queen'* Bench ia Elizabeth'* 
reign. 

Cbi^el of St John the Bapi'ut 

This Chapel, entered through that of St 
Erasmus, had otiginally a, wooden icreen, with 
a doorway in the centre. It ii now divided 
from the ambulatory by a line of tombs. 

In the centre is the stately ahar-tomb of 
Thomat Cecil, d. 1622-3, Earl of Exeter, eldest 
son of Lord Burleigh, and hi* lirst wife, Dorothy 
Nevill, d. 1608. Queen Elizabeth made him 
Governor of Hull as a reward for his serHces 
in the Low Countries, and in the tuppreaaion of 
the Northern Rebellion of 1569. 

The tomb is of black and white marble, with 
recnmbent effigea. A space ii left for the effigy 
oi the Earl's second wife, Frances Brydgei, bnt 
the refiieed to allow her effigy to be placed on 
the. left aide, and is buried at Winchester, though 
the inscription slates that she is buried here. 

As we go round the Chapel to the right, we 
find the monuments of — 

George Fascet, Abbot of Westminster from 
1498 until his death in ijoo. Ao altar-tomb 
in the Perpendicular style, with a stone canopy. 
On the panels are the arms of Fascet and of the 
Abbey ; on the frieze ia the Abbot's name in a 
cipher. The effigy has disappeared, and in its 
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Mod an aatieiit stmic coffin rnU on the tomb. 
Tins : coffin it genenlty auppoted to cootaia tiie 
bones of^ 

Tbomai Millyng, A. 1 4.93, Abbot of West- 
minster from 1 469-7+. Abbot MiUyag stood 
godfather to Edward V, when he was bapdsed 
in the Abbey, and was made Bishop of Here- 
ford by Edward IV. as a reward for his pro- 
tectibn of Elizabeth WoodviUe ivhile she 
vnt' in sanctuary at Weftmioster. Millyng 
tvas first interred in the centre of the chapel, 
but, bis coffin was retnovedas the tbuIib became 
filled up. 

Thomai Ralia//, d. 1513. Bishop of Duriiam, 
private secretary to Henry VII., and made a 
Privy Counciiior by Henry VIII. He died of 
" ch^rin at his imprudence " in sending to Henry 
VIII^ by mistake, an inventory of his own vast 
wealth instead of a volume of State papers. 
The error was discovered by Wolsey, who 
pointed out to the kiog that " he knew where a 
man of money was in case he needed it." '< As 
toon as the Bistu^ understood his own .Error, 
the coqceit thereof touched him so near, as 
widiia a very skort Time after be died." The 
tomb and effigy are of fteestooe, and much 
decayed. Only a few fragments of the canopy 

Sjdiard Harwtdea (or HaroondeD), Abbot t£ 
Westminster from about 1420-40, is buried in 
this chapel. > 

WU&am de CoUhatcr^ d.'.i+ao. Abbot fA 
Weotmintter from 1586 until' hit death. He 
160 
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was sent on KTcral important embauiei l^ 
Richard 11., Henry IV., and Henry V., and ^ 
attended the Council of CoDHance in 14I4 !>; 
one of the king's ambaHadori. " la the lattM' 
part of thiB man's time," tays Widmore, " the 
rebuilding of the west part of the Abbey wm 
carried on with great application." It ie related 
of this abbot that he took a leading part id a 
conspiracy to restore Richard II. One chronicle 
says that he " highly fe*ced " his eo-coispirators, 
and that *'when the! had well dined, thei all 
withdrew themsel&s into a seciel chamber and 
Mt down to countail. . . . The Abbot of W«st- 
miniter, in whose house this traiterous confederacy 
was conspired, faearjnig that the chefetains of tus 
felowshippe were espied, taken, and executed, 
going lietween his monasterie and mannon, for 
thoughte fell in a todainc pal«ey, and ahortely 
after without any speche ended his life." This 
Mory i* followed by Shakespeare, who writes m 
« Richard II." (Act V. Sc. vi.)— 

'■ The grand conspirator. Abbot of Weitminicer, 
With cIoK of conacience and tour melancholy 
Hath fielded up hit body Co the grave." 

The Abbot, however, li«d twenty years after 
the alleged conspiracy. 

The altar-tomb and recumbent portrah-etGgy 
are of freestone, once painted, and now much 
decayed. Some colour rentaina on the elfigy, 
wluch is robed in^ Bplendid vastn»ntSL The 
- canopy has long since disaftpeared. 

Above Cotchester's tomb is a t^ec 'to the 
L i6t 
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gallant Lteuteiuul-Coloiul Mackod, who feU at 
the nege of Badajoi in 1811. 

The spot vbere the altar once stood is dow 
occopied by the monumeBt of Henry Cory, Lard 
Huttsdon, d. 1 596, first «ourin to Queen Eliza- 
beth, his mother being Mary Bol^n, stUer of 
Queen Anne Boleyn. Lud Hunadon vai 
Lord Chamberlain to Qneen EUzabeth, to whom 
he was also a most faithful and deirited friend. 
He waa Governor of Berwick, and "suppressed 
the notthera commotioa " {in 1570) for which 
he receired a letter of thanks from Elizabeth 
with a pottscript in faer own writing t '* I donbt 
much, my Harry, whether the victDry given me 
more joyed me, or that you were by God ap^Med 
'the Imtruraent of my Glory." Hunsdon had 
also a special charge M thcQueen's person during 
the alann of the Spaush Armada. "He wat a 
&st man to hia Piioce, and firm to his Friends and 
Servants. . . . As he lived in a raughling Udk, 
so he loved sword and buckler-men, and auch 
as oar fathers were wont to call 'men of their 
hands.'" Fuller calls him "a valiant man , . . 
very chplerick, but not malicioua." He isaaidto 
have, died of disappoictment at the delay in his 
long expected elevation to the earldom of Wilt- 
riiire. "When he lay 00 hia death-bed the 
Qneen gave hira a gracious visit, causing the 
Patent Ux the said Earldom to be drawn, hia 
Robes to be mack) and both to be laid down 
upon his bed; but this lord (who, could dis- 
semble nntfaer weU nor sick )i 'Madam,' said h^, 
*aeeing fM coiinW me not wonhy of thi* 
■fiz 



;oogk 



THE NORTH AMBULATORY 

hoDOur whilst I wm Itring, I count mj^BcIf un- 
worthy of it now I am dying.' " 

The mDtiuRKnt,which is thirty-six feet high(the 
loftieit in the AHwy), w«» erected by his son. 
It is of marble and ahbaAer, gilt and painted, 
with decorations of Italian design. Tudor roses 
adorn the soffit d! the >rch, and on Aie tomb is 
"other flory and fruit-work, very pleasant and 
delightful to behold." The Gary coat of arms 
may be seen in the centre, and on the top a swan, 
the Cary badge. 

In Lord Hnnadon's vault h buried Laify 
Alice Vaughan, d. 1689, xlaughter of the Earl of 
Bridgewauer, an incident in whose youth anggeated 
to MikoD die idea of ** Comus." 

A small grey Parbeck marble tomb close to 
the wall is soppoved to be that of Hagh and 
Mary de Bofmn, d. about k acio, children of 
Humphrey de Bohnn, Earl of Hereford, and 
Elizabeth, fourth daughter of Edward t. It is 
eaid that this tomb was moved Attm the Con- 
fessor's Chapel by Richard II., to make room 
for the tomb of Anne of Bohemia. 

Tbamai Cary, d. 1648-9, Gentleman of the 
Bedchamber to Chules I., and said to have died 
of grief at the king's £ite. The mention of 
Charles I. on this monument is his only memorial 
in Weitminster. 

Close by :re the ancient aDmbries where the 
sacramental plate was kept. 

Cohntl Edvntrd Popiiam, d. 1651, Btid Atau, 

\m wife. ChrendoB dAcifbes him as "a 

firincipa) (rfficef of the Pfllbment m thetf fleets 
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at sea, and of a pataiooate and vinileDt temper, 
of the lodependent party." Buried in Henry 
VII.'s Chapel and disinterred at the ReetoraUon. 
His frieodB, however, were allowed to lake the 
body away, and the monumeQC was permitted to re- 
main, on condition that the inscription was erased. 

SirThomai faugbaniA. I483, private treasurer 
to Edward IV,, and chamberlain to Edward V. 
Beheaded at Pontefract by order of Richard IIL 
A grey Purbeck marble tomb with a brass efSgy 
of a knight in plate armour, hie hands joined is 
prayer. The brass is much mutilated, and little 
of the inscription remains. 

A stone in the floor marks the burial-place of 
Robert DevcriUK, Ear! of Esiik, d. 1646, soD 
of Queen Elizabeth's fatoorite. After serving 
Charles I., hp took the popular side in the Long 
Parliament, and in 164I became General-in- 
Chief of the Parliamentary forces. His body 
was npf disinterred at the Restoration. The 

Eesent inacription was placed over his grave by 
ean Stanley. 

The IiSp Chapel and Wax EJi^tt 

The next small chapel (westward, oa the 
right) was fitted .up by Abbot Islip in the 
sixteenth century, and is called by his B^ne. 
Observe on the walla aod on the frieze, the 
nanje and rebus of the abbot — an eye with a 
haod holding a slip or branch, and a man sl^]Hng 
from the branch of a tree — " I — slip." These 
desi^ formerly appeared on the window alto. 
,ifi4 
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The chapcj is eeparated from the Ambulatory' 
by a'line itone screen, and u now uaed as a 
rotxng-room for bishops who are cobaecrated 
hi the Abbey. 

^Bot Islip (called after his birthplace in 
Oxfordshire) died in 1532, and was buried io 
hra own chapel " aAcr a very pompous manner." 
He was one of the great builders of the Abbey, 
In his dme Henry VII.'s Chapel was built, 
the western tower* were carried op as fer as 
the roof, rooms were added to the "Abbot's 
lodgings," and the gallery in the nave known 
as the "Abbot's Pew" was erected. Islip'* 
monument originally stood in the ceptre of the 
chapel, and conusted of two slabs of black 
marble, the appcir one carried on brass pilasters, 
and forming a kind of canopy. Beneath, upon 
the lower slab, lay an alabaster figure of the 
abbot in his robes, or, as some say, "a. Skeleton 
IB his Shrowd, curiously inculpt." The remain! 
of the tomb now form a table by the window- 
In this chapel, in a nameless grave, lies jimu 
Mowbray, daughter and heiress of the Duke of 
Norfolk, married in her childhood {'477) to 
Richard Duke of York, son of Edward IV. 
* Against the eastern wall, in the place of one 
of the former altars, is the monument of Sir 
Chriitopber Halton, d. 1619, nephew and heir of 
the faipous Lord Chancellor of the same name. 

A flight of modern stairs leads up to the. 
chantry chapel above, where the curious wax 
effigies are now preserved — the " Ragged 
Regiment," as' they were called. These 
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effigies recall an ancient cuitoin, wbiclt dateg 
from the funeral of Heniy V., namely, the 
cuatom of carrying a representation of MvereigDa 
and other great personages at their &neraia. 
Up to Henry V.'s time, the embalmed body of 
the sovereign was borne on the funeral car, with 
the face exposed. Royal effigies existed and 
were placed in the Abbey before this date, but 
were apparently not carried in the funeral pro- 
ceasiona. After the burial, the effigy osually 
remained for some time under the " herse," or 
temporary monoment, which was a wooden 
plauorm draped with blaclt hangings, and other- 
wise adorned according to the taste of the 
period. Thu "herse," with the effigy, was 
left in the Abbey for about a month after the 
funeral, and in the case of aoTereigne, for longer. 

The older effigies were not made of wax, but 
of wood, with heads, hands, and feet of plaster. 
Henry V.'s was made off cuir bouilli," ("boyled 
hides."] The^aodyremainsofthemoreancieot 
effi^es are wisely withdrawn from view, and 
k;ept in a closed cupboard. 

In the 'seventeenth century tlie figures of 
Edw^ i. and Eleanw, Edward III. aitd 
Philniui, Henry V. and Katherine, Henry VII. 
and Elizabeth of York, James I. and Aone of 
Denmark, and Henry, Prince of Walts, could 
still be identified. Dart (writing in the eigh- 
teenth century) says : " there are many of thrai, 
but sadly mangled, some with tbeii faces brok^ 
others broken in sunder, and Aiost of them 
stripped of their robes, I suppose by the late 
t66 
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rebels. I obMrre the ancietfett ban . eaqiped 
ben, I Hu{^>ow by reauiD that their eloatht were 
too «ld for booty." 

EJeven wax eSgiea now renuia. The oklest 
u that of Charlti II., which long «tood beside 
bit grare id Henry VII. 's Chapel. He weara 
the blue aod red velvet robe* of the Garter, 
with ct^r and lufilea of reJ point lace. The 
&ce is no doubt a coatemporary portrait, 
modelled at the time of death. 

The eiHgy of E/itaieti is a reuoration bjr 
the Cb^tcr in 1760, the ori^nal figure beiqg 
quite worn out in 1708. She wean the kind 
of dress so ^miliar to us in her picture*) but 
the face has a weird and profoundly sad ex-^ 
preMioo. 

Next to Elizabeth stands ITdSam III. and 
Mary II., wboK fi^pires are placed together to 
one large case. Mary's tall and stately pers<n 
is robed ia purple velvet over a brocaded ski^t. 
She wears imitation pa«t« and pearl ornaioeot* 
and beautiful lace. William III., much shorter 
than his wife, stands on a footstool, so that the 
didereoce of height is not too perceptible I, 
These sovereipis have .the crown between them, 
and each carries aa orb and sceptre. 

Q}um ApBt is arrayed in brocaded silk \ she 
wears the crown over her flowing haiT) and 
carctes the orb and sceptre like her sister. 

Close to' Queen Anne stands the dilapidated 
figure of Gaaral Monk, in armour. The cap be 
woreisimmortaHiedio the " Ingolds^Legeads," 
and in Gold»mich's " Citizen of the World." : It 
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appeart to hare b«en a great feature in the 
"Ragged Regiment'' show, the chief duty of 
the yititor being to " put tummat id." Monk'g 
effigy stood for many years beside his graTe in 
the north aisle of Henry VII.'s Chapel. 

The next figure it that of Fraiuct, Duchett 
of Richmmd, " La belle Stuart," *'in the Ytrj 
robes her Grace wore at the coronation of 
Queen Anne." Her parrot perches bewde her. 
This lady is said to have sat for the figure of 
Britannia on the coins. She left orders that 
her effigy, "as well done in wax as can be," 
should be placed by her grare, "under crown 
glass and none other " (v. Henry Vll.'g 
Chuel]. 

Next to "La belle Stuait" stand CatHerine, 
Ducbtti of Bucimghanuiirc (v, Henry VII.'s 
Chapel) and her little son, the Marquis of 
Normanby, who died when a child. ' The 
Duchess is dressed in the brocaded robes she 
wore at George II. 's coronation. She " settled 
her own fimertj with the Garter King-at-Arms, 
on her death-bed, and 'feared dying before the 
pomp should come home.' < Why don't they 
•end the canopy for me to see? Let them aetid 
it, though all the tassels are not finished.'" 

The glass case in the centre of the chantry 
contains the figure of her last surviving soo, 
EAmtnd Sheffitld, last Duie of Btatinghamthire, 
who died at Rome in 1735, aged nineteen, 
(Buried in Henry Vll.'sChapel.) This effigy, 
which formerly lay in the ConfesBor's Chapel, 
ie the last that was carried at a funeral. The 
168 
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DuchcH of Backinghamahire wiihed to borrow 
the great Duke of Maiibomugh'i funeral car for 
her ion's remaina, but the haughty Sarah repUe^ i 
" It carried my Lord Marlborough, and shall 
ne»er be pioGued by any other corpse." "I 
have conralted the undertaker," retorted the 
Duches* of Bucktnghamihire, "and he telli 
me I may hare a fiuer for twenty pounds." 

The two remaining figures, those of Lord 
Chatham and of NcImd, were erected merely 
as a means of attracting sight-seers. 

The effigy of Nelson was in fact set up as a 
counter-attraction to hit tomb in St Panl'i, 
which drew thidier such crowds of risitort. 
It is said to be copied from a smaller effigy, 
for which Nelson sat. With the exception 
of the coat, the dress was really his own, and 
was worn by him. " There is convincing proof 
that the hat also belonged to the Admiral, for 
when Maclise painted * The Death of Nelson,' 
be borrowed it to copy, and found the eye- 
patch still attached to die inner lining, and the 
stamp, always found in old bats of that period, 
in the crown. The makers were obliged to 
put it in to show that the ' hat tax ' had been 
paid " — (Deanery Grade). 

Ciaftlt of Si John iht EvmgeSit, St Michael, 
and St AnJrevi 

These three Chapels were formerly separate, 
and were dMded from each other aod from the 
traneepi by fine wooden scrcpin, having door- 
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waya opening into the ndrdi trant^. Th« 
Kmna have been DUlilated and reniDved M 
make roam for variouB rooaumente. Abbot- 
Eneney erected the BCreen whieih ctinded Sc 
Ji^n'e Chap^ from: Che aint>uUtory, and whick 
3to«d until about i }72. It is said to have been 
" made and sdonwd with lereral carnDgs and 
coUs of arms." A fragment, induiiUeg the 
doorway, rematoa next the trantepty, but with 
06 trades of the original ccJour and gildiag. 

The screen of St Andrew'a Chapel waa 
« richly adorned with «tirioiiB caning and 
ifiganagtt and oidtcr laagray work of Birdi, 
Flowwt, Chtsubtms, Dericea, Mottoes, and 
Coetaof Amu of fliaity> of the chief nobility 
paioted thoraoQ, at the charge and coat oJF 
Edmund Kyrton, Abbot at Weattninater.'' 
Thia aoreenhas beea eutinly demolished. 

The Cbafeswr presented to the Abbey the 
bones of St Aodrev* and part of hia croM, 
00 whii::h he waa said to hare bcea crucified 
in Achaia. 

The " good Qaeen M«id," wife of Heonr 
h, gave relics of the oell .and gwrneats of St 
John the Evaogriist. 

In the Stnam' umet the Lowec HoiUe of 
CoDvocation sat in this part of the Church, 
while the Upper House sac in Henry , VII.'s 
Chapel. 

St John's Chape/ 

The firk Mmb on the right aa we eqter the 
Chapel is that of Sir Fraucit Veri, d. 1609) a 
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gnat avUier >d EUaabeth't reigB. He conv- 
maoded tbc Engluh fercet in the Netherlands, 
aod distinguished hinudf ^>ecially at the bottle 
of Nieuportin 1600. He was " of that ancient 
aod of the most noUe extract of the Karls of 
Oxford ... yet be brot^ht awre glocy to the 
name (^ Veit, than he took of blood icon the 
femily. . . . To speak much of him were the 
way to leave out somewhat that imght add ta hit 
prase, and to forget more that would make to 
bis honour . . . when be died, no man had more 
of the qiieen's fatOHt, and ikhk lew envied." — 
(N....O..) 

Dart speaks of Vere as "a geatlemaa of 
singular character both for aims and letten." 
. The DoUenwnument was erected by his widvw, 
and is said to be copied from chat of Count 
EngeUu«cbt II. of Nauau at Breda. The 
effigy, repfesentcd as wiafped ia a cloak or iMse 
gown, lies on a slab of black marble, aod abore 
it is a second slab borne as a canopy by four 
kneeling knights. On this canopy rests Vere'a 
armour, an allusion to his having died in his bed, 
and not on the Geld of battle. The inscription 
has disappeared. The oitp-quoted epita]^ front 
Petti^w'a collection must do duty fot it — 

■■When Vere aouzlit death, arm'd with the iword 
and ihieU, 
Death wai afraid to meet him In the field. 
Bat when hii weapoai he had laid aiide, 
Death, like a coward, unote him, and he died." 

A well-known story relates how the French 

sculptor Roubiliac, who was niperintending the 
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erecuoi) of die ^ihdogale moontiintt, wu 
fonnd ODC day by Gaybae, the Abbey maioe, 
gazing intently on the figtire of one of the koed- 
ing knights who sopport Vcre's canopy. "Ai 
Gayfere approacbetl, the enthutiastic Frenchman 
laid hi* hand on hia arm, pointed to the figure, and 
Mid in a whiiper : ' Hush, hush ! be vil speak 
presently ' "—(Cunningham'* Handbook). 

jiuhvy it rtre, d. 1701-3, twentieth utd 
last Earl of Oxford of that name, Lieutenanl- 
GeDeral of the fbrcea nnder William III. and 
Anne, is buried, with hia family, in a Tault just 
north of Sir Francis Vere's tomb. 

Making the drcnit of the walls to the right, 
we fied the tnonumeats of — 

C^ain Edtaard Cooie, d. 1799, who cap- 
tured a Freiach frigate in the Bay of Bengal, and 
died of the woaads received in the action. A 
relief by Bacon, Jan., erected by the East India 
CmnpaDy. 

Clement Saundcrt, d. 1695, carver-in-ordinary 
to Chariea II., James IT., and William III. 
Buried id the Abbey at his own special desire. 

Sir George Holies, A. 1616, brother of John, 
Earl of Clare, who erected thi« monument. 
Holies was Major-General of the forces in the 
Netherlands, and served under his uncle, Sir 
Francis Verc. 

The statue occupies the site of St John the 
Erangelist's altar, and is the first in the Abbey 
that stands erect, and the first to be "altogether 
titmitured Kke a Roman hero." Small weeping 
figures of Bellona and Pallas rest on the pedestal, 
»7* 



THE NORTH AMBULATORY 

" with owk, the embtenu of aagacity and rigil- 
ance, standing by them." The jight eye of the 
statue u coloured sable, probably in alluHob to 
•ome defect or wound. On the ba«e ia a lelief 
Kpresentirg the batde of Nieupwt, in «4)ich 
HoUe* dittinguished himtelf. (Nidtoloa Stone, 
sculpt.) 

Grai:e Scat, d. 1645-6, whose iathef and 
husband were both among Charles l.'a judges. 
Colooel Scott was executed at the ReMwatioD. 
The epitaph runt thus — 

" Hee that will give my Grace but what U Hen, 
Mntt Baylier Death hath not 
Made only her dears Scot 
But Vertue, Worth, and Sweotnene Wldowen.!' 

Sir George Pecoei, d. 1793. A monuineRt 
by John Bacou. with a figure of Britannia 

Close to the entrance on the Irft is the monu- 
ment to Sir John Franitin, the Arctic explorer, 
lost with his crew in it:t47i while engaged on 
the discovery of the North-west Passage. ' 

Bust by Noble. Epitaph by Tennyson. 

St Micbatri Chapel 
Catberint Dormer, LaJy Si John, d. 1614-lp. 
maid of .honour to Queen Elizabeth. A r stiff 
Elizabethan effigy, restored in 1 879 to its original 
position, whence it had been moved to St Nich^a's 
Chapel to make room for the Nightingale monu- 

TieoJoiu Pha&ibgB; d. 1644, who claimed 
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deKCDt from the laM Cfarutian emperora of 
ConsuotiDOple, the Palzdbgi. 

Lady EFtKabah Nighimgaic, A, i73i,daDghter 
of Earl Ferrers, siiter of the famous "Comten 
of Hontingiioii, and wife of Jo*eph Gaicoigne 
Nightingale of Mamhead in Devon. The 
mooumeot, " more theatric than Bepulchral," 
was «Ycted b^ her Bon in 1761, aad is the 
work of RonUliac. Death, repreteated as a 
ikeletoD, emerges as it were ftasa the grave, 
and aims his dart at the lady. She shnakt 
back ioto the arms of her huabaod, who vaioly 
tries to ward off the ^tal blow. This monu- 
ment is perhaps the most popular io die Abbey, 
and Mras greaiJy admired at the time of its erection. 
Several famous vintors, such as Burke and Wealey, 
allude to it when speaking of a visit here. 

It is said that a robber who had broken into 
the Abbey hy night was so terrified at seeing 
the figure of Death gleaming in the moonlight 
that he fled, leaving bis crowbar behind him 00 
the pavement. The sculptor himself, while he 
was working at the figure, startled the boy who 
was waiting on him at dinner, by suddenly 
dropping his knife and fork, and darting for- 
ward with an expression of intense fear on hit 
&ce. 

Sarab, DmAut af Semersel, A. 169X, daughter 
of the fioDou physician. Sir Edirafd Alston. 
Remembend for her liberality to colleges at 
Oxfbrd and Cambridge, and for her cbuidcs 
in Westminster and Wiltshire. Two weeping 
chati^-boya are represented on lite moovment. 
174. 
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The tomb ttaadt oh the nte of St Michiel's 
dtar, and behind it are some of the arches of 
the anctCDt reredoe. The altar ilab wot fooDd 
io the Soor of the nonh trmsept in 1871, and 
[Jaced hereiD 1876. 

Admim! Kemptufih, drawed in the Royal 
George off Spithead in 1783. Hi*' body wu 
washed ashrae and biuied :8t Alveiu^e, Bear 
GoipoTt. — (Bacoo, jun., icmipt.) 

A large roomDnem on the -weitera side Of the 
Ch^»d commeoionteB the Emri and Cauntitt ^ 
Mmmiratb, — (Joae^ Wilton, icalft.) 

St Andrtw'i Chafxh 

The pillar on the left, at the eotratice ^f (fail 
Chapel, ha* two Purbeck shafta, which, haTJng 
been protected by a ftcreen, have retuMd the 
origiiul Gokmr and polish A^j bad iu the 
thirteenth ceaeorf, and gm inne idea of the 
fint glories of the bailding. 

Id the ceotra of the Chapel is the Iwgc 
CorbthiaB tomb of Hmtj, Lotd h/erru, d. 
1601, nd his wife, Margaret, daoghter of 
Lord Williams of Thaitie, and heiress «f Rycote 
m OxfordshtM. Lord Norris was the son of 
that Sir Heory Nerrir who perished on the 
scaffold with Anne Boleyo, protesting her 
innocence. Lady Morris's fuher had been 
" keeper of Qocsd Gliiabetb whilest ia restraint 
under her sistori and cM unn her in those 
dangerous dayes. . . . Thus Queen Elizabeth 
beheld then both, not one>ywilh gradOM'but 
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gruefiil eyea." Elizabeth u«ed to call Ladjr 
Norris " my own crow," either from her dark 
canplexioa, or, more probably, from the Nonis 
CTMt, a raren. She created Henry Norris a 
fiaroD, and sent him as ambassador to France. 

The moDaraent, erected to the Norrises by 
their kindred, a* a tribute n " their noble act^ 
tnie ralour, and high worth," ia of coloured 
marbles, with elEgiea and figures of alabatter. 
The lo^y canopy is borne on .colunuu ; beneath 
it lie the effigies of Lord and Lady Norris, and 
round the tomb kneel their six boiu, William, 
John, Thomas, Henry, Maximilian, and Edward, 
" a brood of martial-^iriced men, as the Nether- 
lands, Portugal, Little Bretagne, and Ireland can 
tenify^" ** The Norriaes were all 'Maitis pulli,' 
men of the sword," says Fuller, "and never out 
of military employment." Fonr of them died in 
butle. John died of disamniotment at losing 
the Lord-Lieut«nai)cy of Irdaod, and Queen 
Elizabeth, who had harshly passed him orer, 
tried U> repair her neglect by wriUng one of her 
4tate]y letters to console Lady Nonis for ber 
son's death. " Now, though nothing more con- 
solatory and pathetical could be written from a 
Prince, yet his death went so near to the heart 
of the Lordi his ancient Father, that he dyed 
soon after." 

The sons are represented in plate-armonr, 
with trunk-breeches. They wear no helmets. 
They kneel with their hands Joined in prayer. 
Edward, I^ one surrLVQr.of his ^her and 
bipdum^ is In a different atticudc, and looks 
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hopefully upward. The faces are piobabiy 
portraits. 

Against the wall, doae to the Nonii tonii, 
is an odd Uttle taUet to Mrt Amu Kirioa, d. 
1603. Tears drDp:all over the tablet from an 
eyeabore. (The e3re itadf is mnr defaced.) 

Od the DOrtb of the Norris tomb, begiowig 
from the right, we find the moDDHieiiti of-'- 

Join KembU, d. 1 6z Jt the actor. Represoited 
as Cato in a statae dntgned by Flmman. 

Dr Toaag, d. 1629, distiagDished for his 
studies in Egyptian bteroglyphici. E^iapk by 
Hudscn Guroey. MadaUion by Chsotrey. 

Sir Jamet Tming SmpitM, d. 187a, who 
introduced the use of ohlort^rok Boned at 
Ediobuirgh.— ( Brodie, acnipt. ) 

.Sarab SiJJaiu,-d. 1631, the great actrets. A 
statue by CbaDti^* erected chiefly at the expense 
of Macready. The figure i« after Reynolds's 
picture of Mrs Siddons as the Tragic Muse- 
Sir Hun^rey Davy, d. 1819, famous for his 
discoveries in chemistry, and for faii invention of 
the safetv'lamp for use in mines which beara bis 
name. Buried at Geneva. 

Dr Matthew Baillie, d. 1823, the eminent 
anatomist, physician to George III., and brother 
of Joanna Baiilie, the poetess. A bust by 
Chaotrey. 

Thcrnai Td/ord, d. 1834, engineer of the 
Menai Bridge, and the Caledonian Canal. Buried 
in the nave near Stephenson. A huge monument, 
with a statue by E. H. Baily. 

On the floor, close to Lord Norrit's tomh. 
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ii a itone to the mntiary of Edntmtd Kjrtoa, 
d. 1466, Abbot of WeMminuer from. 1440 to 
1461. Before his electimi ae abbot, Kyrton 
WW prior of GlouceMer HaU, how Worceiter 
College, Oxford, which was at that time a college 
for Benedictine scholars. " He was esteemed a 
good dirine, and is aald to have preached before 
Pope Martin V. with ap;HobatioD." 

His "plain grey marble tomb," originally 
raised from the floor, formed part of the screen 
of St Andrew's Chapel, which screen the abbot 
bad decorated. The tomb had a brass resembling 
Abbot Eiteney's. Crowned eagles snpported 
the feet, and on labels at the sides were the 
words : " Jhu, mercy on them." 

Other monuments in Uiis chapel commemorate — 

Rear-Admtral Totty, A, 1702. 

Eari and Countess of Kerry, d. 1799, and 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE NORTH TRANSEPt 



■■ Give thy servant iherefore an under* can ding heart 
to judge thy people, that I may diacern between good 
and erll ; lor who Is able to 'judge chii thy great 



'ITH 



pHE Great Nmth Door and " Sobnmiii'a 
Porch " have alreadjr been allndcid t!o in ' 
aB earlier chapter. Entsriog the Abber by tUs 
door, we fiod ounelveB in ifae North Tranaqx, 
which, nnce Lord Chatham's burial thcrc^ ha* 
become" Statesmen's Aiale," ahhoagh, iaiaong 
the monuinentB to atatenneb, there ane mtcmI 
commemorating great loldieri and Hili>n.'i 

It has been well said that nowheie in. the 

Abbey it- the decline in artiatre taste more re- 

mftrkable tbao in thit tiantept, «rttere tMeipase 
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between the arcbei u blocked by " huge monu- 
ments groaning under pagan Bcnlpturea of ofTennTe 
enormity." The cause of these moDuments, 
among others, is, however, eloquently pleaded by 
Dean Stanley, who, while admit^ng that "the 
incongruity of their construction, the caprice of 
their erection, the false taste or biae feeling of 
their inscriptions and their sculptures haveproyoked 
the attacks of each succeeding generation," yet 
pdots out that an interest attaches even to the 
worst and humblest of them " as a record of the 
vicissitudes of an," — addii^ that " we thus dis- 
cern the evanescent phases of the judgments of 
taste, which ought to make the artists and critics of 
each successive age,if not sceptical, at least modest, 
as to the immortality of their own reputations." 

It is with this part of the church that the 
rebuilding of 1 145 is usually supposed to have 
begun) in order tiiat the choir, in which the 
services were held, .might be left as long as 
possible undisturbed. 

Among the monuments in the central aisle of the 
tranaept we see.on the light as we enter, those df — 

Ifmm Pill, Ewl of Ciathdm, A. 1778, 
the girsat Btatesroao, whose fatal seizure in the 
House 'Of Xuxds after his impasaioaed speech 
against I the severance of the American calonws 
: is toil remembered iiji.all. Lord Chatham wu 
' tcmperaidly boned, at Hayes, in Kent, until 
Parlianaent decided lon tlm.>-fittH)g resting-rplaee 
"near to the dust of kings." Speaking of this 
montuncnt, Maeoulay says: "High over those 
veneraUe grams towaia *he. otately monumeu «f 
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Chatham, and irotn above, his efligy, graTcn by 
a cunniDg hand, iwini Btifl, With eagle fiax and 
outstretched arm, to bid' England be of good 
cheer, and to hurl' defiance at het foe*i Tbt 
generatton which reared that memorial of him 
has disappeared. And history, while, for i^ 
warning of vehemmt, high, and daring ' natures, 
she notes his many errors, wiH yet deliberately 
pronounce that, among the eminent men Whose 
bones lie near his, scarcely oae has left a more 
BtainlesB, and none a more splendid- name." 
John Bacon, the sculptor, also wrote the in- 
scription. George III., although approyihg i^ 
added, "Now Bacon, mind- you don't turn 
author, but stick to your chisel." 

Astoneattheheadof the graveof Charles James. 
Fox marks the resting-place of Henry Grattan,' 
A, 1820, the eloquent defender ai (he rights of- 
Ireland. He -had first wished to be buried in 
hia natiTe country, but at' last consented- lo be 
laid in the Abb^. 

Henry John Temple, Vtimunt Palmerilon, d. 
186;. Twice Prime Mintiter. A Matoe by 
Jackson, erected by Parliament as a public- 
tribute to his memory. 

" The Three Captains," WiUiam Sayne, 
WiUiatn BLur, and Lord Robert Mamtere, -vho 
fell in 1782, in Admiral Rodney's victorions en- 
^gnnenta with the French is the West Indt^. 
The ugly, colossal monument is by Nolleken>,: 
and was erected by the King md' Parliitmeht'. ' 

Roherl, Fuaiunt CatHereagh, secood-'Kf ar<]uivof 

LondondMry„Whodit!dbyhiaaWi< hmdib l»«iJ 

181 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

.The. funeral waa theoccxioo of a fearful liot, 
DO doubt caused by Ca«tle[eagh'i unpopularity 
bflfk ID England and Iixland. " Through the 
ra^Dg mob) and amidM shrieks and execrationi, 
lite fnournere literaUy fought (h^r way into the 
church I and it was nqt till the, procession had 
effected its entrance, and the doore.were cloKd, 
that' a. stillness succeeded within the building, 
the more atfeciipg and solenia frnn the tumult 
which preceded it." 

A statue by Thomas. 

, HyUam Murray, Slarl of Maiufield, A. 1 793, 
l^ord C^ief Justice (175,6)— r" a character above 
all praise— the oracle of law, the standard of 
eloquence, and tjie pattern of all virtue, both in 
puiUic and private life." Macaulay says that, 
"In the house of Peers, Chatham's utmost 
vehem^ace and pathos produced less eFect dian 
the moderation, the rea^nableness, the luminous 
ordefr Md the serene dignity, which characterized 
the speeches of Lord Mansfield." 
.. The stUue was designed by Flaxmaa from a 
portnit by Sir Jpstiua Reynolds. The inscrrp- 
tioR states that Lord > Mansfield is buried here 
"from the lore which he. bore to. the place of 
his early educ^twn.". 

•Str.^^i/fidM/s&f/, d.- 184;, attoiwy-general. 
y^. and X^rd Mansfield " are the sole repre- 
a9a(atiTes in, the Abbey of the Modem legal 
prpfwion."-:-(Behi»es, sculpt.) 

Ojqwsite to these is t^e statue af Sir Rohert 

P,fti, d. i9$Qt duiios whose last adnuninradon 

(1841-6) th«Cwn taws weterepcaUd. The 

i8» 



I., Google 



THE NORTH TRANSEPT 

statue iflr by Gibton, and reprMentt the great 
statesman io a Roman toga. 

AioDg the easterD . side of the aisle are tbe 
iDODumeiita o£- — 

Admrai Sir PtUr WarrtH, d. 1 7 51. He 
dutinguiBhed himself in acUMi with two French . 
aquadroDB in the ChaaneJ, aftd was created a 
Kni^hc of the Bath in recognition of his •ervicc*. 

The moDumeot ia by Roubiliac, and repreaents 
Hercules pUcing'the buM of the deceased upon a 
pedestal, while Navigation prepares to crown it 
with laurel. The iace is actually portrayed as ' 
marked with small-pox ! 

Ba^amin Ditratii, Earl of Beaeotufieid, d. 
1881. Twice Prime Muister. Buried at 
Hughenden. Statue by Boehm. 

.Near Lord Beacooifield'g statue is the gran of 
his great ^itical riTal IVil&am Eivart GUuhtatu, 
d. 1S9S. He was four times Prime Minister. 
His burial was the first state fiuieral in the Abbey 
since that of Pitt.' In Juue 1900V Mrs Glad- 
stone was interred in the same giare with hei 
hosband. 

Sir Joha Malcolm, d. 18331 one. of the first 
founders of our Indian vmpire. Statue by 
Chantrey. 

Wilttam Ca-ocn£tb, first Duke of Newcastle, 
d. 1676, and his aeaond wife, MargartI Lueat, 
d. 1673. He was called the ^' Loj^l Doke of 
Newcastle " on account of his adherence to 
Charles I., in whose cause be lost ^^941,309. 
Claretxlon says of him that he was " a very fine 
gentleman, active andfiill of coniagn; and jnost 
■»3 
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accoiii[duhed iD' tluwe arU of hor*«i>aosbip, 
dancing) and fencing which accompany a good 
bncding. He Wed nonarchy, as it waa the 
foundation and support of hii own greatoett ; 
and the Church, aa it wss well constituted for 
the splendour and security of the Crown ; and 
religion, as it cherished and nuiaiained that 
Older and obedieaee that wa« necessary to both." 
Tbie Duke was a gcnerons patron of literary 
meny and himself an author, ' having written 
sercral toIuidcs od hmsemanthip. He was 
exiled dnring the CommoDwealth, and lived for 
a time in great poverty, but returned at the 
Restoration. He' designed his tomb, and wrote 
fait wifc^* epit^ih, describing her as. " Sistra' of 
Lord Lucas of Colchester — a noble family, for 
all the brothers were valiant, and all the sisters 
idrmous." The DncheBS wai a most voluminQue 
wricerv and Walpole calls her "a fertile pedait, 
wiA an unbounded passion for acriUiliDg." 
Her aneDdant ladies had to be ready at any 
how, d^ ornqht, "to take down her Graors 
conceptions." The effigy represents her with 
an open book, a pea case, and inUiorn^ in 
allnsioa to her -bvoonte occupation. 

Next to this large tomb stands an interesting 



SirOtJhrd Canning, Fuioimt Stratford de Rid- 
c&fft, d. i8Sp, for fi^ years English ambassador 
in the East. The epitaph is by Tennyson. — 
(Statue by Boehra.) 

Cbarlet, Earl Canmt^, d, iSfii, Viceroy of 
IdAi.— (StatDC by Foley^.) 
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Gtorge Canning, d. 18S7, ttatcsman sod 
OTMor. He filled acnral important oScea m 
tfae Kate, and finatiy became PHne MimMcrj 
His natuci by ChBDtrey, staada cImc to that 
of fail ton, Eari Canning. Thef both Ee in the 
aanae vanh, east of Pitt. 

John Holieit Earl of Clare, A. tfi i, ai«aie4 
Duke of Newcaatic oh his marri^ with the 
grand-dapghter of tlie *' Lo^ll Dnke,** who 
reita new him. He filled feveral 'pnbKc ofiOea 
dnring the rdgn of Queen Anne, and wat 
regarded la *'the richeat aubjsct that had been 
in tfae kingdom fer aome a^t." He it-tniried' 
in St John'a Chapel, where his kimnin. Sir 
Francii Vere and Sir George Hollea tlao' reat. 
The monument waa deaigoed b^ Gibbat the 
Mttueiibjr Bird. 

On the rig^t of the north door ia the 
monument of jiduurai Ftnam, d.> 1757) hfnant- 
for hia capture of Portobello (in 1739) widi 
raly aix ahipi. Six yeara later be wia £ami«M 
from the aerrico fdr expoaing the afaaaea of the 
navy in Parliament.' — (Rysbiackv iculpt.) 

Ob the left of the doot ia the monoment of 
jidmiml Sir CharJei UTager, A. [743.— (Scher>J 
makera, acvlpt.)- 

ffeitcm jStli if the North Troiiept ■' 

Making the drnak it> th* rigHt^.w Mclthfe' 
raoaumenta -of — ■,/■'.[ ■. 

Gcdrge G&tlam, ta»nh Earl af '^iAtrdea, d.i 
1-866. PnOr Miniiter. A hm. by NAUe. 
i«5 
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Mri Warrm, d. 1816, widav of Jolin 
WaTfeo,' Biihop of Bangor, wbote monument 
stands a|ainit die oppoMte wall The monu- 
meaU of BUbop Warren and lus wife are both 
by-Sir -Ricbard Westmacott. Mn Warren's 
many charities are typified by the beau^ful figofe 
<& tbe be^ar-pri iiolding a baby, considered to 
be one of Weatmacott's bestworkt. 

Sir Gforgt Ceratnaail Lewii, d. 1863, Chan^ 
ceUi>r of the Excbe(}uer and Secretary of State. 
A butt by Wcckes. 

Gaiiral Sir Ejre Ctoit, d. 1 783, who expelled 
the French from tbe Coromaodel coasts, and 
defeated Hyder AJi in the Carnatic. A huge 
monument by TliooraB Banks, erected by the 
Em IndUa CcHnpanyi 

Franeu Homer, d. 1817, " fiiunder of 
our- modem 'economical and financial policy." 
Epit^ by Sir H«h7 Englefield. Statue, by 
Chantrey, 
' GharU* Butler, d. 1 84.8, " iJie genial advocate 
of onr etdonial interests:" £pita]^ by Lord 
Houghton. Bust by We^es. 

Br^atSar-General- Hope,A. 1789. Lieutenaat- 
Govemar of,Qnebec. — (Bacon, sculpt.) 

Warren Hmiingt, d. 1 8 1 8, Gorenrar-Gcneral 
of Bengal. Educated at Westminster School, 
where he was the contenworary of the poet 
Cowper. He is buried at his ancestral home at 
Ddylesferd, although^ in Macaulay's well-known 
words, " with all his faults, and they were neither 
few nor small, only one cemetery was worthy to 
contain hn remains. In that TmiiAe of nhnce 
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and McoDcUiation viKtfe tlic «iiiuties of twenty 
generatioDs lie buried^ in the great Abbey whidi 
has during maoy iagea afforded a quiet re«ingR. 
jJace to those whose nunds and bodies base been 
sbatteied by the contestioai o£;tbe great Hally- 
the diMt of die illoKrious accused, should hare 
mingled with' tbeduAt of the UkathDusacGUKn." ' 
The iDonumeDt it by Bacon, jun. 

JoBiu . Han'ojay, A. 1786, phitinthn^jf^ and 
traveller, "the friend and father of the foflr,'' 
founder of the Marine Society for poor bojis tritin- 
iog for the sea, and of thp Magdalen HospiuL 

Hanway wrote an interesting account oJTMme 
tiaTels in the East, and afterwards pftUidhed a 
dull journal tii an English tour, Which, caused 
Dr Johnson to reniarkL cha^" Jonas acquired, 
some r^Mitition by trarelliog abroad, ^t.,loet it 
all by traTelling at home." 

" Hanway," says PeDei: Cunninghao, " Wat the 
first man who ventured to walk the streets of 
London with aa umbrella over his., head. After 
carrying one near thirty years, be saw them c«hie 
into general use.'' Monument by J. F: and'Jv 
Moore. ■ , ; 

Hubard Goijen, d. i8£i$ridiBtinguifhed.l^his 
successful eSims ibr thq repeal of the Colin Laws,' 
and for his e<]iully . successtiil champioaship. of 
free-trade. Buried at West Laribglon. A bust 
by Wooloer. .','.■ 

Lieut.-GenerOl Sir Herierl Edwardet, A. 

1868, Who distinguished himsdlf greatly in the 

Punjab in 1848, and nitMe^ueotly : during the 

Indian Mutiny in 1857^ Aibuft.bjl ThMd> - 

187. 
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Gmrge Modern Dml, Eatl if Halfaa, A. 
■ 771* after wbooi Hollfiix, the capiul c^Nora 
Scotia, U Darned. He wai fint Lord of the 
Admiralty, Secretary of State, and Lord Lin- 
tctuni of Irdnid. He *■ contribated to largely 
to the commerce and spleDdonr of Amerio* as to 
be (tyled * Father of the CotMue*.*" — (Bocod, 

Sir Htttry Miwu, d. 1888. Medallion by 
Boefanv 

A hideon roomiment, which diiEgnrea the 
beaut^ arcade above the doOTW^, commemo- 
nwt t^f^Jmirai Ciarltt Wattoa, d. 1 7^7, who 
rescued the priMDcra from the Black Hole of Cal- 
cutta, aod helped Clive to reduce Chaodanagore, 
the lasC French itrODghold in ttw Pcoiiuula. 
The momiment ia the w<h^ of ScbtemakeTa, 
aod waa erected by the Etut India Company. 

Sir IVilUitm Sanderjen, d. 1676, the hiatorian of 
Mary Queen of Scots, Jamea I., and Chories 1., 
and' Gentleman of the Bedchamber to Charlea L 

In the same grave rests DamM Bridgtt, bia 
wife, "Mother of the maids of honour ra the 
Queen-mother and to her that now is." 

Uau.-Gtnerai Gvetl, d. 1747, who defended 
Edinburgh against ttw nbeh in 1745- He is 
buried in ttw east clmner. Monument and 
b«M by R. Taylor. 

Admrai Sir Join Bakhen, d. 174+, Coro- 
mander-in- Chief of the united Eoglisb and 
Dutch* fleets. He was lo«t with his ship, the 
Viclerji, daring a wdent stran in the ClnimeJ. 
— (Scbeemakvs, sci^pt)- 
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Lord Aubrey Beateltrk, d. 1I74O, Ulled in a 
naval sngBgemeM under Adwral Venum, ofF 
Cartagena. The e]HUph is said ts ibe liy 
Thomson, the poeU — (Scheemakeft, Kolpt.) 

L.ieut.-Gtitiral Ptrty Kiri,.di 1740-L1 aon nf 
that Commander Eiric whcMc cruelly 40' the 
pardaasK of the DuLe of MoonuNUhiDBUHd tbe 
people to nickname his soldiers " Kirk's Lambai" 
A manument by ScheemakHs. 

Sir Bkhard Kane, d. 1 7 36. didii^ihed in 
the wart <^ Wiliiam III. and Anne. He de- 
fended Gibraltar for GoHge I., aid mm made 
eOTemor of Minorca b^ Getn^ IL as a reward 
for hu servient. BuriedinMinoiica.— (Ry^aclCf 
sculpt. ) 

Sama^ Bradford, d. 1731, Bean of Wett- 
mintter and Bitbop of Rocbester. Ue «ss 
appointed tn toccxed Atterbory white the latter 
was sdll inqtrisoRcd in the Tower. He was the 
lim Dean of the Order of the Atth.— (C^k, 
acolpt.) 

at^b SotJier, d. 174*, Bish^ of Bristol, 
" tranilated to the ArchlHahapiic, of Amngbt 
I7»j, and ithence to heaven." — (Cheere, 
scvdpt.) 

Til North Aiikoftht Choir 

We now turn tp the rigbt* aod enter cbe 
north aiale of the choir, frequently -called the 
"Musicians' Aigle," nnce the burial here «f 
Puicell and Blow. 

AnoDg the iinoninner.ta (on the south wall) 
are those of— 
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Sit- Thdma* Fi>vtlS3uichm, d. 1845, remem- 
bertd for the put he pki^ in the abolition ot 
Ae sIaT«-trade, oa also for hia effbrU on behalf 
of improved priMM-diicipliiie and dte supprcMion 
of tiittce ift India. . - A statue by Thnipp. 

miUam Edward Fortttr, d. 1886, natesman, 
Chief Seoretuy for Ireland. A ne<lal!ioa por- 
tnat by PiBkor. 

Sir Thomai Htiitti, d. 1 60;, an emincat 
lai^r io Elizabotb'a reign. "A maa as of 
deep acquaintance with the Law, m> of meular 
i&tegrity-of Life^i" A 'fioe monofaeat with the 
figure of "a geotiem:^ lying at fitll length in a 
tu&ed gowD)" undar' a canopy, coloured and gilt. 
The monument waa erected by the widow, Jnlinn, 
Lady H«Biwu, whoae figure, kneeling at a desk, 
«u fortnerlpre^Hvaentedonthebase^the tomb. 

/lugA' Cimn&irieii, d. 17>S, an eminent 
phyeician. The rooDument, executed by Schee- 
wakera.and D^JTaux, waa erected by Edmund 
Sheflield, laat Duke x>f Buckinghamshire. The 
epiuph is hy Attsrbary, whom Chamberien 
mtca'during htaimfiTiBOBment in the Tower. 

' Sir Stam/^d Ri0ti, A. iSi6, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Java, which island was ruled by 
England for, fiye years (1811-1816). Sir 
Stamford Raffles founded the cotony and city 
of Skigapore, and "to him England owes the 
ertaUi^ment of British influence io the Malay 
Archipelago, then extinct since the snrrender of 
Java." — (W. Frewen Loid, "The Lost 
PoUeasions of England.*') After hia retum to 
this country, Sir Stamford Raffles established 
190 
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the Zoological Society of Loodon, of iriacbhc 
became the firat Preddeot. Statue by Cbantrejt. 

jiliaerictu de CoureytLto'd Kmtalt,i. 1719-10, 
who conmaBded a troop of hone aader- James 
II. Since the reign of Kiog John, Lord 
Kinaale's ifamily had cajoyed the " extraordinary 
priTiJcge" of remaioing covered in the preaeice 
of Royalty, and it ii aaid that KtBaale once 
aaaerted. his right, and wore hia hat in the 
pveaeoce of William III., probably to eiti[^aaize 
his Jacolxte coonctioDs. 

WUUam IViibaforce, d. 1833, the phiUtt- 
thrt^iM, " whose name will erer be specialfy 
identified with those exertioDs, which, by the 
blessing of God, remored from England the 
guilt of the African slave-trade." He was 
buried in the north transept at the reqoisitiea 
of Lord Brougham, and was carried to his gran 
" by the Peers and Comnwos of England, with 
die Lord Chancellor and Speaker at their head." 
A statue by Joseph, not inaptly described by 
CunniBgham as ''rather moie m the spirit of 
caricature than of scu^tvc." 

Sir Thomat Duppa, d. 1694, irtib aerred 
Charles II. when Prince of Wales, and Was 
made Usher of the Kack Rod after the Reatore- 
tton. He was probably rdated to Bishop Duppa, 
tutor to ChariesII. (o. TheNorth Ambulatory). 

Lord John Tbjimt, d. 1 8813, Canon of West- 
minster for fifty years, during forty-nx of which 
he was Sub-Deaa. A recumbent figore by 
Armstead. ' 

Above this monnroem hang a bronze medaHton 
191 
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cbKiiieniorating dar/a Dv^m (v. The NaTc), 
.a >tabkt ia Tnemory of Jamtt: Pnictu Jemie, a. 
. 1689) XiDd.^ medallion of. John Couch Adami, d. 
iS9a, the.artronanKr'WiM disconeced the planet 
lltratune. 

A liiaM in die loor loarki the grave of i>r 
Jtfam(,< d. iS$9r Bishop of Gloucester 'knd 
Brutal, fsrniedy Caaon of WeitmioBter. 
I. Againu the nonh wall are ^e moaumenti.of — 

■S»'G*<afge LuMord. Staimten, d. 1801, a di«- 
tinguiahed diplomatiat, one. of the fMindera of 
-«at : Indian einpire, having .(wen among the 
CmwiiBstenen.whD CQsoitKled the treaty with 
TippOo Sahib io L784. — (Chantiey, sculpt.) 

^Tmfb tVeiti-A. *757, Viije-Admiral of the 
.White, son-id-law «f Admiral Balcbea, and 
'&mou« for bis -victoriea over .the French. A 
bust attd tablet. / 

MuliartiJCi Neva, ardifUngoidied n^val officer) 
kJUed in aa «i^ageanbiM with ^tbe Butch in 
1673.1 - ■ ■ ' 

Dr Ptter fftySit,d. 1662, Canoo and Sub- 
Dean of Weatmin^ivautiwr of MwraltlKologioB], 
!p<^itical,. and bi»tori<^ woriu, and of a valuable 
Ufe of Laud* whoae chaplain he was. Heylio 
was a deterraiDed adierau}' of Dean Willianu, 
.aqd. during Williams's imprisonment he became 
the chief authority in the Abbey. Ma waa de- 
lved of.ikis'^t during .the C»nimaitwealth, 
and wM obliged to fae.in hiding, but retonted at 
Che RaatorauoD. He is buoed Qadiix the Stih- 
Dean's stall, in accordance with a dream he bad 
Che >night beiore he waa aeioed wiih hie kit iUneas, 
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in wfiicfa dmm he saw '^his' latt M^etty " 
(Chftrlei I.), who aaid to him "Peter, i will 
have you buried Under your seat ia church, for 
yon are rarely Ken bat there or acyoor stlndy.'* 

Charlci Agar, Earl of Nomumton and Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, d. 1809. — (Bacon, KOlpt.) 

The moDtanenU ta mDaiciatu in thia aide are 
at fbllowi : — On the »ut*i wall — 

Mkh^ Watuim Balfc, A. 1870, the weU<- 
known composer. A medatllon by Malleinpre. 

Dr Samuel Arnold, A. 1S02, organitt of the 
Chapel Royal, and afterwBrcb <4 thfc Abbey; 
where fae succeeded Dr Cooke in 1793.- Hk 
was tub-director of the great Handel Com- 
memcffaQon in- the Ahfaey b 1784. Bvried' in 
tlih aisle. (AtablM.) 

Harry Ptn-ctl/t d. 1695, the greatest of Engliah 
compowra, oi^auiit of the Abbey from 1680 
tfntil'hit death, which took place ''nearly M 'the 
nxoc early age which was' fatal ' to Mozart, 
Schubert, and MeDddtw^n." He wae buried 
here with great solemnity,' and at hia funeral' Was 
smg Ae anthem -he had shortly befora cMnppaed 
for the fnneral of Queen Mary, 
■ Aatone^ in the paTement mark* hit graiw,- 
aHid 'abore it a tablet erected by his patmneat, 
Lady Elizabeth Howard, wife of I^^den. Thtf 
e]Hta|ifa it ascribed to Dryden, and runs ad 
follows ; " Here lyes Henry Fureell, EBq.i 
who left this life, and is gone to that blesMd p^tce. 
Where only his Harmony <^ be excedded. ' 

On Ui^ north- wall— 

Dr Jcbu Mliiui,' di 1706, orgaDiaf'-of' th« 
»93 
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Chapd Ro^ compoaer in oniiawy to Jamei 
£1., and organiM of the Abbey. He icm^hJ 
tua pott aa Abbey organist ito broai of his pupil 
PiirtJeU, and mumed it after Purcall's djeath. 
Tbe uoiy is toM bf Biow, tjiat " cfa^eoged 
by, Jamei II. to malce an antJsem aa good as 
that of one of iht king's Italiso composen, 
Blow by the mu Sunday produoed ' I beheld, 
and )o a {leat multitude ! ' The king sent: tbe 
Jerait, Father Pfltrvt to acquaint him that be 
was well pleaaed with it: <buti' added Fetre, 
' I myself think it too long.' ' That^' replied 
Blow, ^ is the opioiOD of but one Awli aad I 
heed it not,"' Beneath the tablet ia carved a 
oaooo ia four parte compowd by Dr Blow> 

Dr Cbarla Bumej, d. 1614, author of tbe 
well-known "History of Mudc," and organist 
of Chelsea College. He was an indmate friead 
ofDrJehntoa. Th« e]Htaph is written by his 
daughter, Fanny Buraey (Madame B'Arblay), 
tbe aqthmss of " Evelioa." 

Dr WU&am Cr^t,. d. 17Z7, orgaoiat and 
composer of the Clupel Royal, and orgaaist of 
Westminster Abbw ^r Blow's deatb- He is 
chicly i^neovberea for bis fine cburch music. 
Thc: HNcrii^n tells us that *' he emigrated 10 
the Hearenlyi ChotR with that concert of Angels 
for which he wa« better fitted, adding his 
HaBelujah." 

A gravestDiw near the monument of Wilbcr- 

fbrce varka the resting-place of Sir tViUiam 

Slerndait Btmutt, d. 1875, the celebrated com- 

p«iert Pmfttsor of noac at Cambtid^ 1 8$6> 

RM 
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An intereBting feature in the Choir aialei, all 
too little noted by the ordinary visitor, is the 
row of ahieldi which adorn the spandrels of the 
wa]l-arcade, and which are coeval with the 
building of Henry HI. Tbeie armoriftl bear- 
ings are those of Tarious contMnporary sovereigns, 
and great nobles. Among the shields may be 
noted (beginning from tiie east) tlie " eagle 
displayed" of the famous Rmpirar FrtJerici 
II. of Germany, brother-in-law of Henry HI,, 
remembered for his struggle with the Papacy, 
for his wide and liberal culture, and for his 
■o-called heresy. 

Next to this is a shield bearing the golden 
lilies of St Louii of Frame (Louis IX.), who 
married the elder sister of Henry UI.'s wife. 

Further on, we find the arms — gules, a Hon 
rampant, double-tailed, argent — of the celebrated 
Simon de Mon^rt, Earl of Leicaltr, the 
champion of constitutional rights, who, in 1165, 
summoned the first "House of Commons," as it 
was afterwards called. 

Further west again, aie the arms of WtUtam 
de Fortibut, Earl of Alhemarle, fcther of ATeline, 
Conntess of Lancaster, whose beautifttl tomb 
sUnds in the " Sacrsrium." The ahjeld bears 
a cross patonce, tair. '- 
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CHAPTER X 



** EinpiRi diuolTe and people! di«ipp6ar : 
Song p>Mes not awar. 
CapUina and ouiquerori leaTe a little dust, 
And kiogt a dubloui le^nd of their reign; 
The iwordi of Cxiari, chef are leu than rutt: 
tlie poic dodi resuin." 

DERHAFS the most picturesqae approach to 
' the Abbey, if the least grand, ia by tbe Sonth 
Trantept entrance, generally known as " Poeta' 
Corner Door," which it opposite the Houses of 
Parliament and Westroiniter Half. 

The door is in itself insignificant, compared 

to the spIeofUd southern portals seen in many 

great cathedral^, but the nuTonndings hare a 

special chann of their own, at the entrance it 

■9« 
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OTcnbadowMl by Henry VII,'* Cha|>el on one 
■ide, and by the Cbapter-faoiue, widi it* fine 
fljnog buttreMei, on the other. 

TboM who ibidy Foetc' Comer will hardly 
&il to be (truck with the truth of Addiaon'i 
remark, that "there are many poeta who ha»e 
DO monuineats, and many moDameatt which have 
DO poet." The absence of any memorial to 
tucb authors as Sir Philip Sidney, ChriMopher 
Marlowe, John Doooe, PhiJip MaMogcr, Francii 
Quarlea, Robert Heriick, Henry Vaughan, Itaak 
Walton, Joho Keats, Walter SavRge Landor, 
Percy Byashe Shelley, to mcouon no othert, 
ta even stranger than the presence of monumenta 
to many now forgotten writer*. 

The name *< Poets' Comer " at first a|^lied 
only to the eastern aisle of the transept, but 
the whole of the southern end must now be 
included. The western wall has long been 
known as the " learned " or " historical " side. 

On the right as we ettter, we find the monu- 
ments of:~ 

Mkhatl Draitoa (or Drayton)* d. 1631, 
author of " Polyolbion," and a poet of connder- 
able contemporary fiune. The monument was 
erected by Anne Cliifard, "Countess of Dorset, 
Pembroke, and Montgomery." The fine e|ttut^ 
is attributed to either Francis Quarles ox Ben 
JonsoD, and runs as follows : — 

" Doe, pious marble, let thy readert knowe 

What they and what their chtldreo owe 

To Drayioo'i name, whoae aacred duat 

We recommend unto thy truat, 

197 
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. ' BmtaM hUiaent'tyand pi«lem fcl) vtorre, - 
' RtnniJD«-a ,luti«te mamimenl of hi* gltf^ye^ . 
And when thy ruines ahaJl diacUme 
To be the ireairer of hit name, 
' ' Hii nitne, thn cannot hde, ihall br 
' An creKntingilioBiuneift to thae." 

BarlM Bdath, d. 1733, a celebrated actor, 
ramou* fot \m impersODation of Addiaon'* 
"Cato." HewMeducatedatWestmianerscbotri 
under Dr Biuby. Booth's deKendanti emi- 
grated td America, aod one of them, WiHces 
Booth,' aMaHiMted Pmident Lincoln in iB6j. 
Bxrton Booth la buried at Cowley id Middleaex. 

ihhn PbiRpi,' d. 1706, buried at Hereford. 
He wai the author of " The S|>lendid Shilling," 
and of a po^m entitled "Cyder," vorks now 
ahnott forgotten. The epitaph ii remarkable fat 
haribg conttiinki the lirit mention of Milton'^a 
name vlthio the Abbey wdh. The lines b 
whidi this allimon occurred were actually erased 
by Older of the RoysHit Dean Sprat, but were 
restored by Dean Atterbury. The monument 
eonslf t» of a btiat; fraaned 6n one side by a branch 
of laurel, and on the other by a branch of apple, 
mallomon to Philips'a poem " Cydw.'** 

■ W* now come to the tomb of Ge<0r^ 
■Chaiteiri A. i'4O0, the " Flour of Poetes,- the 
&ther of Engliih poetry, authbr of the "'Canter- 
bury Tales," from wbose grave Poets' Comer 
"derives the origin of its peculiar glory." 

Chaucer held Tarioufi ofGces in the royal 
househtJd, and was cmplaved on aeretal dip- 
lomatic mtasiona abroad. To this he owed die 
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year's MJouni in Ittljr which to greatJf inAiieaced 
his writin|i. He enjoyed the SvourofEdward 
IlL. Riduid II., and Henry IV.. as well at 
the cooataat &ieodtlu[» and pnroaagc of John of 
Gaunt, who ia i^d to have married a ntter of 
Chaucer*! wife after the death of the DadMw 
Blanche. In (ptte 6! to much royal patronages 
Chancer became poor in hii old ^, and waa for a 
ihort time Clerk of the W<Mti at Wettountter. 
He Hrcd the Ian year of his life in a houae 
v^ich ia luually auppeaed to haye been among the 
botldinga puUe^l down C9 make room for Henry 
VII/b Chapel, and it wu wobaUy a« muck 
owing to hit cooneedon with WeiuaiiMter ai to 
hi* 'literary fame that be was UiiiBd in (he 
Abbey. He lies at the entrance of St Benedict's 
Ch^l. The present moBumeot waseiectedone 
faundred and 6hy years after Chancer'i doth, by 
Nichidas Brighun, rb admirer, and hinwrif a poet. 
He ia believed to lie close by. The moMunem 
oonslats of a grey marble tomb and canopy, and 
it thOu^t to have been bronght hem from soum 
cltT ofwirch dismantled in the reign of Edward 
VI. The recess once '^entalned a portrait of 
thepoet^ bat this has now quite disappeared. 
The only memorial, to Chancer for many year* 
waa a leaden jJate htmg on an adjacent pilkr 
with an " epitaphye maad by a poet-laureate " 
~^SarigDaia* of Milan). The ctofing words 
of the " good counsel " which Chaucer is said 
to have uttered «i bis death^bed may be fitly 
qooned here — 
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:, " H<<eU'no home, harp.Is but wilderofiu. 

Forth, pilgrim I fgrth, O beast, ont of thy gtalll 
1.00k up on high, aod thack .th'; God of all. 
CoDCroi'tlty lust; and let thy spirit thee lead ; 
' AndTnithihdl thee deliver; 'tis no dread." 

AboTC the tomb is a viodow to Chauccr'a 
iDeiDoryi pmeated by Dr Rogen in 1868. . .. 

Cloae to the totnb of Cbuicer art buried the 
two greate«t EngSah poet« of ogr day^ Raiert 
■Brovning, d. 1889, and A\frtd, Lord TtnUymn, 
d. 1891, who lieMdC' by nde, neu their iliu»> 
triouB br«tiier-poet. . Their graves are marked 
by ilabg in the piTeiiuwt. A bult of Tedoyton 
kj Wooloer, repreMDting the poet aX- the age of 
fonjF^eight, hae been placed on the piUw opposite 
hk igrare. 

< jiiratam Goviley, d. J667, f poet of great 
contemporary fame, iavcntor of the " Piqdark 
Ode," tducated at Weatmioiter and Cambridge. 
He WM devoted, to the Royaliat caute, and 
follo.wed Qu^D Henrietta Maria to Paris, where 
^e acted &r sereral years a» her cooGdeittial 
teccctBBy.^ Cliarles IL 4a«, bawercr, alow to 
Kward bim for his serTicei^ and Cowley died 
ib retuvment at Cbertaey. He wai buried in 
the Abbey with great porop. Evelyn teUs how 
the body wai "conveyed to Westminster in a 
heanewith aix horses and all funeral decencyt 
near, a hniidfed coaches of noblemen and pMAoiM 
of quality foltowing ; among these all the wit* 
of the town, divers bishops, and cler^nen." 

The monument was erected by George Villiers, 
wcond Duke of Buckingham, and the intcri]>- 
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tiai wai wntttn by Dun Sprit, who eamiMttk 
Cowley to Pindar, Virgil and Horace;— (Buah- 



Benry Wadi-aorih Len^tllow, d. iSSi, «a 
household name on both (ides of the Atlantic." 
The bust waa erected in 1884 by the pdet's 
Englioh admirers. — (Brock, sculpt.) 

Ji^ Drjdea, d. 1700* poet-laureat6 to 
Cfaarlea II. and Jamea 11.^ educated' at Weati 
BHoSteri school nndev Dr Busby. Dryden 
hegaa life as an aidoot admirer of :Ctoniweil, 
bat later became an eqnally zealod* Royalist, 
and held tei«ral ofEcesonur. the. crown after 
^.retaro of the Stuarts. Shbitly aftei the 
accessioa of James 11., Dryden became « 
Roman Catholic, and consequently fell iabi 
diafavour' at the reTolutioa of t688. He died 
in porerty in Gcrrard Street, Solio. His best 
known poems are, perhaps, the ode oo "Alex- 
ander's Feast" and die "Ode for St Cecilia's 
Xfay," thoQgb bis great politioal aatire, *' Absalom 
and Aohitophel," and his poem " The -Hind 
and the Panther," written ^ter his aecessioa to 
Ae Chorch of Rome, ,«ere the wcwks which 
made his &m& CrydRi also wrote twcnty- 
seren plays, and some prose woiks^ 

He was buried near Chancer,'and Chaucer's 
toi^Mtone isaaid to have beet^ sttwn atonder to 
make room for his nonumeot, which was erected 
in 1 720 by his friend and patron, Sheffield, Duk« 
of Buckinghamshire. The' wbok monuBient 
has been much altered Tfae< iRSeiit base, a 
fine work of Scbecaufcen, was ebected by the 
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Piiihiiii of BuckiqglMiDriirQ in 1731, 4n iplaoe 
of the .original coe. ■■■:■■', 

On the pillar close by is a butt «f Archiitdd 
CampMi Ihit^ JVrcbbi^p «£ Canterbwy, d. 
l88zh-H[Arteslead,nulpt.') ., 

FaciBg- ddwn tke tramqie.aFe the neou- 
nMDti of — ■' , . , . 

, Dr R«6ert Souib, A. 1716, C^noa of Christ 
Church, Oxford, and BfterwanlsiFrebcndBiy aod 
Archdeacon of Weabninater. 1 He refiued tiw 
Deaaery of WeatmiDiter ^hea k was of&red Urn 
OS the death «f Dean Sjmb 

South was edaaiMd at Weftminatar under 
Dr Buiby, end becaaie.ianoiii: for hb leanu*^ 
jffit, and briDimt preadhing, as'wdi as for hi* 
intalennceyiboth polidcdl anditkecdo^cai. In 
B BBrmoa pMached' be&i» iChartes II., South 
made m Tiohfit aq attadc on.GTblaweU, that tbc 
kiugjIaiighed/liBaFtUyr^ vowed that Dr South 
■hould he made arbuhop if he were "put in mind 
of him at the nesit death." Charle*, howerec, 
died beftiie-heiiad the of^cMtunity of fCocnotiBg 
hia zealovs partii«in.^-<-(Bml, iCulpc.) < 
. I>r mOtm FiMMf,.d. iSijIt Headmaawr 
of .the schoolt and. a&^wdrda Deaa of Weat- 
miaater. AiiaUet^ . 

Dr JUdarti , iBmdji di 1695^' the famous 
Hoadmaater «£. Wcatminatei ^stihobl.: He JKld 
hit post &r fi%Tfire yean,' Aid dnnag that 
time :hdd aaay cetebrated popik. 
' A weU<-kalMva a^iy of £us^ telatca that ke 
wane liis bat in the preseiace ;of Charies II>, kit 
the boys «ho«ld thnik tM»iwat auyioi 
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to himself, and hii authority riiould theivby 
(uffrr. 

AddisoD deacribea how Sir Roger de Coveriey 
stood before Busby'i tomb, saying, " Dr Busby 1 
■ great man ! He whipped my grandfather — 
a very great man ! I should have gone to him 
myself if I had not been a blockhead. A rery 
great man ! " 

The fine statue is by P. Bird. Busby is 
buried beneath the black and white pavement 
which he himself presented to the choir. 

Near the monnmeots of Busby and South ts 
the grave of ^mte of Clevet, d. 1557, whose 
monument has already been described. 

Near this spot is also believed to rest a " yet 
more nnfortunate Queen," yfnhe NevUle, A. 1 4.8 {, 
wife of Richard III., and daughter of Neville, 
Earl of Warwick, the " Kingmaker." She is said 
to have died " not without sus^cion of poyson/' 

Close by, a stone in the floor marks die grave 
of IViiriam Spotliiwoodt, d. 1883, presidnit of 
the Royal Society, and printer to the Qoeen. 

Taming to the left as we enter Poets' Comer 
door, we lind the monuments of — 

Ben Jmson, A. 1637, the great dramadst, 
created poet-laureate by James I. in 1619. 
He was educated at Weetmioster school, 
under Camden, the famous antiquary, dmI after- 
wards became in turn a bricklayer, «(M)eiS 
student at Cambridge, -tutor to Sir Walter 
Raleigh's son, actor, dramatist, and finally ' 
poet-4aureate. Jonson died in great pover^ 
at a house close to tfae Abbey, and is buried tfe 
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the north aide of the Nave. Curioas nories 
are told about hia lait restiDg-place. One story 
uys that he begged "d^gbteen inchet of square 
ground ID WestmiDster Abbey," from Charles L 
Another telU how, "one day being ralUed by 
1^ Deao of Westminster about being buried in 
Poets' Corner, the poet is said to have replied — 
we tell the story as current in the Abbey : • I 
am too poor for that, and no one will lay out 
iiineral charge* upon me. No, *ir, 6 feet long 
by 2 feet wide is too much for me ; 2 feet by 2 
will do all I want.' * You shall have it,' said 
the Dean, and thus the conrersation ended " — 
(P. Cunningham). 

When Sir Robert Wilson's grave was being 
made in 1849, the clerk of the works *'aaw the 
two leg-bones of Jooson, fixed bolt-npright in 
the sand, as thwigb the body had been buried 
in the upright position ; ^nd the skull came 
rolling down among the sand, from a position 
above the leg-bones, to the bottom of the newly- 
made grave. There was still hair upcm it, and 
it was of a red colour." The skull was seen 
again when Hunter's grave was dug ten years 
later, and " it had still traces of red hair upon it," 

Of Jonson's dramatic works, the best known 
are ." Catiline," " Erery Man in his Humour," 
and "The Alchymist." He also wrote many 
masques, and his " Explorata " or " Dis- 
coveries," are justly said to reveal " one of the 
noblest, manliest, most honest, and most helpfiil 
natures that ever dignified and glorified a power- 
iul intelligence and an admirable genius," 
304. 
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ITie mmaineDt was erected by the Earl of 
Oxford early in die eigfateeath century, and 
bears the aame inacription av the grarestoDfr in 
the nave, — " O rare Ben Jonsoo." — (Gibbs de« f 
Rysbrack, sculpt.) 

Edmund Spatter, d. IJ98-9, poet-faut^ate 
to Queen Elizabeth, and author of the immortal 
" Faerie Queen." He died in King Street, 
Wertmiostcr, "for lake of bread," aa we- are 
told, — and was buried here at the expense of 
Derereux, Earl of Essex, this spot being chosen 
on account of its nearness to Chaucer's grare. 

"His hearse was attended by poets, and 
mournful elegies and poems, with the pens that 
wrote them, were thrown into his tomb. What 
3 funeral was that at which Beaumont, Fletcher, 
Jonsoo, and, in all probatnlity, Shakspeare, 
attended! — what a grave in which the pen <rf 
Shakspeare maybe mouldering away ! "i— (Dean 
Stanley). 

The monument was erected by Anne Ciiffcrd; 
Countess of Dorset, but this felt into decay, and 
was replaced by the present monument (a copy of 
the original one) in 1778. The efritaph is very 
beautifii! : " Here lyes, expecting the second 
coraminge of our Saviour Christ Jesus, the body 
of Edmond Spencer, the Prince of Poets in his 
tyme, whose dirine spirrit needs noe othir wit* 
nesse then the workes whidi he left behinde him." 

Above, is a bust of Samuel Sutler, A. IlSSo, 
the satirist author of " Hudibraa." He died in 
great poverty. The monument was erected by 
John Barber, the planter, in order "that he, who 
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waa dettitute of all things wheo aJirei might not 
wut » moDumou when dead." 

Jaim, Mihim, d. 1674, buried at St Gilea', 
CrippUgaM) the great poet to whom the Anglo- 
Saxoo race owei " Paradise Lost," " Lycidas," 
"Cpmiu," and maay other famoua worka. 

This mcmument was erected m 1737 by 
Auditor Bcdsod, and ontii that time, sixty-three 
yeaTL after Mtltoo's deaths do memorial of the 
{loet had been placed in the Abbey. Dr 
Gr^gcvy's oft-quoted wordi to Dr Johiuoa 
exprew the ttrengtb of Royalitt prejudice againat 
MiltoDi "I have seen erected in the church 
the buM of that man whoie name I once knew 
eootidered a» a poUutioa of iu walU." 

But at laU the jost recognition of geniua pre- 
vailed over political animoaif^ and Milton's oame 
ji»o» an added glory to Poets' Corner. 

The qritaph has been satirized for its egotudcal 
allusions to the donor of the monumcDt, as in 
Pope's line :— 

** On poett* tmtba see Beonn'a cltleB writ." 
(I^tbrack, sculpt.) 

Tbomai Gray, A, 1771, buried at Stoke Pogis, 
ti>e scene of his best known work, the " Elegy 
written in a Country Chucchyard." On tbe 
monument is represented the lyric muae* holding 
a mcdallioa with Gray's portrait* ackd pointing 
U) the bust of Miltoo. Epitaph by. Mason. 
Bacon, sen., sculpt. 

WilSam Maioa, d. 1797, a poet now almost 

forgotten, buried at A^ton is Yorkshire. E)h« 

S06 
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laph by Maaoa's bkud, Dt Httfd, Kahep of 
Worcetter. BacOnt aem, aculiit^ 

■ Tiontat ShaJv>tU, d. 1692,, tbe rival of 
Dfyden, and poetFlMreate b the time ef 
William III. He died of opium, and is buhed 
at Chdsea. Dryden latirizes him in "Mac 
Flecknoc," where the ((^towing qnte&l Ikn 



■■Mature in dulneu FroDi hi* tnider jears, 

ShadwaU aloDC, of all m)' *»■](,)< h* 
' Wbd.attndxoiifiRiitdlnfaUKupUitT^ . 

The real to tome feint neanins.malie pietencc^ 
Bpt ShpdweU riever deTutM into Mnte." 

Mooumcat hy Bird. 

Matliew Prior, d. ^^tl, odacaisA at Weic« 
minater (choot, a poet of much contenlporaty 
tamc^ but qow almMt forgotten, Hcbeld several 
offices ai the cOurc of Williaiu lU. apd VMba 
a time plenipotentiary . at the court of Lauit 
%l\. . He is buned,,ai he.widied, at tlte feet 
of SpeDS«-. 

. The roonumeDt was erected by hi* son, <• as 
a, last piece, of human Tauity"; the bwt ims 
I«ese|Dted by Louis XJV„ and is. the work 
of Coyserox. The ,^it^b'ia by Dr Fjeindt 
Headmaster of Westpimster, *' io honour of one 
who h»^ cbpe BO snnt hoiBOw to the >cbo9L" 
»-( Gibb* de« : Ily«bric)[t sciUpF- ) 

Grmviilt Sharp, d. 1813, buried at Fulhan. 
Qoe«f the most fervent ^qtcnentt of the iU*e- 
tn4t' The laonumnt w>w ic^scted by thci 
African' Inititntiaa as. a niurkr 9f gratitude.-^ 
{Chantrey, sculpt.) 

*01 
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CbarUi de St Boat, SeigDeur4e 8t ETremoodi 
d. 1 703, ODc of the femoui wita of Charles II/« 
couR. "A gaAderaan of a Teiy ga^ Tnni of 
Humour as well aa Wiitlng;" A tablet and 
bust. .'.II 

Chmtophtr Aiaitj^A. 180$, buried at Bath. 
He WBi' once well kncnra u die author of the 
" New Bath Guide." A tablet by Hor- 
well. 

Thomai CanuAeU, d. 1S44, authW o£ "The 
Pleaaares of Hope," " Hohenlinden," " Ye 
Mariners of England," etc. He died at 
Boulogne, and was brought here for burial. A 
statue b]r Mu^hall, beneath which 'are- some 
lines from Campbell's own poem " The last 
Man." 

Mrs Hannah Pritehard, A. 1768, the well- 
knowa actress; Ejntaph by Whitehead, then 
poet-laureate. — (Haytrard, sculpt.) 

Roieri Sambty, d. 1843, poet-lanreate, anther 
of "Thalaba" and the "Curse of-Kdiaina." 
Soutbey was educated at Westminster sthool, 
and became one of die fumoos group <^ 
*■ Lake Poets." He is buried at CrMthwaile^ 
near Keswick. — fWeeket, stulpt^ 

Samurl Tajlar CiJiridgt, d. 1 834, the poet, 
philosopher, and critic, aiidittr 6{ " The Ancient 
Mariner," " Christabel," and other well-known 
««rks. Buried at Highgite. The bust was 
presented by Dr Mercer, an American admirer 
of' the poet, aiid was unveiled by Mr Lowdl, 
the United iStiRe»IiG«i«ter,itti89;.-^ Thorny- 
croft, sculpt.) ( '. ' ' ' 
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Wi&am Shaktpeart, L 1564, d. i6t6, boriail 
at Stradonl-on-Avoii. 

'■The glorlout riddle of hl8 rhythmic breath, 
Hi» might, hi) ipell, we know not what they be : 
We oniy feet, whate'er he nttereth, 
Thiiiivour. not of death, 
Thii hath a reliab of etemltv." 

(W. WatKin, " The Soyerdgn Poet.") 

There waa at one dme an idea of toana% 
Shakspeare's remains to die Abbey, bat poniblj 
the poet's curK on him who shoilld "more hb 
bones or dig bis don " may have caused ibtt^pldt 
to be abandoaed. THe- raoniuiient, devgiked 1^ 
Kent aod executed by Scheemakers, was erected 
by public subccriptioa in 174O. The heads at 
the coTDen of the pcdettal repretent Queen 
Elizabeth, Henry V., and Richard III. On 
the scroll are inscribed the famous lines from 
"The Tempest"— 

" The clond-capp'd towcra, the gorgebua palacea. 
The aolemn tempUa, the great globe hMlf, 
Yea, aU which it inheriu, >bsU dJMolTs ; 
And, like thi* uniubataotial pagaant faded, 
Leave not a rack behind." 

Jamei Thonum, d. 1 748, author of *'Th» 
Seasons," which are represented in bas-relief on 
the pedestal. Thomson i« buried in Richmond 
Parish Church. This monument was erected in 
1762, rhe cott being defrayed by a subscripticn 
edition of the poet's works. 

RcAtrl Burnt, d. 1796, the great Scottidi 
poety .author of "Auld Lanj Syne," "Tbe 
Cotter's Saturday Night," and many Wber pocmi 
o 209 
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loo finiiiiar to need inentioD here. The butt !■ 
the work of a Scottish artist, and the expeiMC <d 
ita erection was defrayed by shilling subscriptioot 
contributed by ail classes in Scodaod. It wa* 
anveited by Lord Rosebery in 1865. — (Sir John 
Steel, sculpt) 

Nicholat Rovte, d. 171S1 poet-laureate to 
George I. His chief works are a translation of 
Lncoo't ** Pharsalia," and Mreral playt, among 
which are " The Fair Penitrat " and " Jane 
Shore" The monanmit was erected by 
Rowc'b widow. Bad ^lo ' commemoratei dieir 
wily dau^ter, Charlotte Fane. The epitaph is 
ascribed to-' Pope, and enresses the inconiol^jle 
grief of the widow, fiat Portly after the 
momimeDt was put up, Mra Rowe married again, 
to the: great annoyance of Pope. (Ry^inck, 
■cnlpt.) 

Jabn Gay, d. 1782, remembered aa the author 
of the "FableV' wd the "Beggar's Opera-" 
The monuiueiit was nected by Gay's fnends, 
the Duke and Bucben of Queenberry. The 

Sitaph is by Pope. Beneath the medallioa are 
ay^e strange lines, inscribed here by his own 
wish— 

■' Life 1* a jeM, and lil things ihow It ; 
( tbOugbf M once, and now I know it." 
(Ry^tnck, sculpt.) 

O&ner Gok/miti, d. 1774, author of the 
"Vicar of Wakefield," "She Stoops to Con- 
quer," and "The Deserted Village." Like 
many another poet. Goldsmith died in porerty; 
hs.it buried in the Temple Church yard. The 
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Btte of the roonuilKot was chOsra by Sir Jothiu 
Reynolds, and Dr Johnson wrote the Latin 
epitaph. Goldsimth's friends greatly denred ao 
EngfUh epitaph, but Dr Johnsoo stoutly refused 
"to disgrace thewallsof Westminster Abbey with 
an English ioBcription," — (Nollekens, scuipt.) 

John, Dulu of Argyll ana Greenvncb, A. 1743, 
a soldier and orator, buried in Henry VII. s 
Chapel. The Doke, a familiar figure to readers 
of Scott's " Heart of Midlothian," took a Itad- 
ing part in the union of England and Scotland. 
The monument ii by Roubiliac ; the epitaph is 
by Whitehead. History, represented as inscrib- 
ing the titles of the Duke, stops short at Gr — , 
to indicate that the dukedom expired with him. 
The Figure of Eloquence was conndered by 
Caoova to be " one c* the noblest statne> be had 
seen in Eaglaod." The moaument stands in 
front of the old staircase leading to the moolu' 
dormiUMy. 

Sir Wdter ScoU, d. 1832. This is the latest 
memorial placed in the Abbey, hating been 
erected in 1S97. The bust is a replica of 
Chantrey's famous bust at Abbotsford, by John 
Hutchinson, R.S.A. 

On the western wall is the monumrat t& 
George Frtdtnek Handel, d. 1759, the ^^t 
musician, dear to all English hearts as the com- 
poser of the *' Messiah " and " Israel in Egypt." 
His fiineral here was attended by nearly three 
thousand persons of all ranks. A tablet above 
the monument tells of the first Handel Festiral, 
which was held in the Abbey id i 784, on the 
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eemaaiy of'Hmcld^i biMh. The itatiie ia uid 
to he'i lilceneBiy and the face waa modelled 6tnn 
a'caat taken after death. — (Routnlkc, icnlpt.) 

Immediately betow is a medallion portrait of 
Jenny Lhtd GnUichnudt, A. 18S7, the great 
Swedish siager, one of the finest interpreters of 
Handel's worltsi The memorial wa» erected in 
1894. 

We may now be said to hare reached the 
" Aisle (rf Histotyi" the "learned" side of the 
KMi^ traiutpt. 

iV^Um Maitptatt Thacieray, d. 1863, buried 
at KensaJ Green, the author of " Vanity Fair," 
" Esmond," " The Newcomw," etc. A bu«t 
by Marochetti. 

'J<U0^ JIdStim, d. 1719* buried, a* already 
described, in Henry VII. '1 Chapel. This statae 
was not' erected wMJl 1809,— "not till three 
gederationR had laughed and wept over his 
pages. Such a mark of national respect WM 
due to the unsullied' statesman, to the accom- 
[dished scholar, to the maaKr of pare Engliab 
eloquence, to the coMummate painter of life and 
maoilteni" The statae repreteott Addison *' clad 
in his dressing-gown and freed from hn wig," 
as Macaalay puu it. Ronod the pedestal are 
the nine Mutes.-^(-We«tmacott, aculpt.) 

Thomat Bahingt6a (Lett/) MxaMlay,6, 18^ 
the poet and historian t buried doseio AddiMNi's 
BtaWe. ' A butt by Biunard. 

SttphtH Ifaiei,- A, 1761, philosopher and 
boUoist, remembered aa the mventor of vcnti- 
lacors — (Wilton, ecdpt.) 
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Dr haae ^orraW) d. 1677, the wit, math^ 
maticiao, claaaical icholafi 'and divioe. He wa« 
tutor to Sir Iiaac Newtod, and raugned tlte 
Cunbridge Mathematical ProfesMrship in. bii 
^Toiir. At the time of his death Barrow was 
master of Trinity College, Cambridge. . . 

Jamtt Ifjatt, the arcbit«a, d. 1813. A 
tablet. 

Dr Tbomat Triplet!, d. 1670, a distinguished 
scholar, Prebendary of Wescminsijer. The tablet 
occupies the place of the monumeat to Thomas 
May, the parti ameotary historian, which wat 
destroyed at the Reatoration. 

Sir Richard Cost, i. 1623, "Taster" to 
Queen Elizabeth, and afterwards Steward of 
the Household to James I. 

Iiaac Catauitm, d. 1 6 1 4, the famous Generese 
scholar, editor of Persius and Polybius. This 
"learned critick was fetcht out of France bjr 
King James I.," and although a layman, was 
made Prebendary of Canterbury. The monu- 
ment was erected by Morton, fii^op of Durham, 
" that grea» lorer of learned men, dead or alive." 
On the ubiet are the initials of Iztak Walton, 
soratcbed on the stone by his own hand, with 
the date 1658. 

Join Emcit Grahe, d. 1711, the Prussian 
orientalist, buried at St Panama. His love for 
the English church induced him to settle in this 
country. — (P. Bird, sculpt,) ^^ 

Wukam Camden, d. 1613^ the^mous^nti- 
.quary, the '< Pauaanias of Eogland." He was 
Uie son of poor parrata, waa educated at . Chtiat's 
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HiNpital and Oxford, and afterwards became 
•occMnTeljr second maater and Headmaster of 
Wettmlnster school. Queen Elizabedi subse- 
quently gaTC him tbe office <^ Clarencieaz 
Kiog-at-Arms, to order that he might have 
more leisure for hia anciquariao researches. His 
most celebrated WM-ks an his " Bntaonia," and 
the*' Annals of the Reign of Queen ElizabeUi." 

Camden's moaument -waa injured at the time 
of the Earl of Essex's funeral in 1646, by 
riotcra who " iM'oke otF his nose, and otherwise 
defaced his visiogoomy." The damage was 
epaired about the year 1780 by the University 
f Oxford. 

David Garrick, d. 1779, the famouB actor. 
His funeral in the Abbey was attended by a 
great throng of mourners, including all the most 
prominent members of the Literary Club, and 
Garrick's old master, Dr JohnsoD. 

The monument represents the great actor in 
a rery theatrieal and aifected attitude, drawing 
aside a curtain, and disclosing a medallion of 
Shakspeare — in reference to Garrick's fine per- 
formaoce of Shakspeare's plays. 

The epitaph matches the mraiument, and 
almost merits Charles Lamb's severe criticism 
of it as " a farrago of false thought and oonsence." 

Garrick's grave is at the foot of Shakspeare's 
monument. Hia wife is buried with him. 
Webber, sculpt. Epitaph by Pratt. 

Against the pillar are busts of Connop TTtir!' 

lufl//. Bishop of St David's, d. 1875, historian 

and tiMologian, tmd Gierg* Grofe, d. 1871, 

214 
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tbe hitterian of Greece. — >(C. Bacon, sculpt.) 
These two lie in the same graie doie to tbii 
spot. 

Among thote who are commeiaorated by 
tombrtoDet only, are (in the eaatem aisle of the 
traotept) — 

' Oiu/nTW^nsonofOweDTuderandKatbenie 
6e Valoii. Me died a mmk at WeMminater. 

Nicholas LitSagtoa, A. 1 386, Abbot of Weat- 
miDBter, 1363-1386. He employed the large 
bequest left to the Abbey by his predecessor) 
Archbishop Langham, in bmlding part of the 
soithem, and the whole of the soUhern and 
weateim walks of the cloisters, the Abbot's 
kouse (the present deanery) with tbe Jmualen 
Chamber and College Hall, and in adding to tbe 
conventu^ buildinga. (A Mone near Campbell'i 
.«3tue.) 

Sir John Denham, A, 1688-9, ^^^r of 
" Cooper's Hill," a poetn much admired by 
dyden, Pope, and Dr Johnson, who says of 
Denham that he is " deservedly considered one 
of the fathers of English poetiy." 

Fraaai Beaam«iil,A. 1616, the great dramatist. 
He uaiially wrote in coDJuoction witbhis friend 
Fhioeas Fletcher, their best known pJays being, 
** Tbe Maid's Tragedy," •' The Knight of the 
Burning Pestle," and " Philaatct." (A name- 
less atone.) 

Close to Dryden's monument is a skb with k 

^ure of a knight in aimonr- from which the 

brass has been torn ai^ay. This Js beliered to 

.mark the grave of Jieiert Hatvk, the knigbt 

aiS 
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whDM murder 'in the cboir h 1378 has already 
betn deteribed. 

Id the central aisle are the tombitonet of — 

Dr SannulJoiiuonjd. 1764, the Jexicogn^her, 
CNayisC, and critic, chiefly remembovd by hia 
famous " Dicciooary of the English Language," 
the « L!ve« of the Poeli," and the « Rambler." 
His monument it ia St Paul's. The infonptioa 
On the gravestone here bat recenUy been recut 
fay Pembroke College, Oxford, where Jofanaoo 
was a student. 

Richard Brintley ShtnJm, A. 1616, the 
calebrated dramatist and paritamentar^r orator, 
author of "Tie Ri»a!«'^ and "The School 
fer Scandal." He wu allowed to die in great 
poverty, but was buried in the Abbey with a 
magnificence which suggested the reflection in a 
French journal of the day, that " France is the. 
' place for a man of letters to live in, and England 
the place for him to die in." 

Richard Cumberland, d. 181 1, a dramataat, 
and a friend of Dr Johnson, Garrick, and of all 
their circle. 

■ Cbarkt Diehnt, d. 1870, the famous norelist, 
vhose works are too well known and loved to 
need mention here. 

Join Hendcrion, d. 1785, an actor fiimons 
both as tragedian and comedian. 

Hairy Cory, d. 1 844, the well-known tram- 
dator- of Dante's "Divine Comedy." 

Thomat Parr "of ye coiintry of Sabp, born 

■0 A.n. i'485. He lived in the reignes of ten 

princes, viz. : King Edward IV., Kmg Edward 

.2n5 
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V.,.Kiiig Richawd III., Ring Henry VII^ 
King Henry VIII., King Edward VI., Qneca 
Hary, Queen Elizabeth, King June*, EJng 
Gfaarles | aged' 152 jan, and wa> bsryed ber^ 
163J." 

Sir miSam Davt»aU, d. 1668. He mo 
ceeded Ben Jonton hj f>oet*laurcate to Cbarlei 
I. Dannant wai a Canliei, and it boned in 
the grave from wiiich his rival, the Roundhead 
poet, Thomaa May, had been idisinterred at the 
Restoration. The imcripdon ruoi, "Q rare 
Sir William Davenant." 

Sir Robert Moray, d. 1673,' one of the 
£>nodcn of the Roral Society, and iu fim 
[weaidBnt, Bailed by fiiihtq) Burnet ** the wiiett 
and wortluen man of faia age." 

Jaaei Macfitmn, d. 1796, author ti 
" Owian." 

Dami Mary SUtJt, d. 1718, tecoad wife of 
Richard Steele— hit "deveit Pnie.". 

RtAert Adam, A. 1 79a, the architect. 

£ir Wiiliam Ciamieri, d. 1796, architect ef 
Somertet Hooie. 

Jain Jtviaad,d, 1841, Dean of Wettminatei, 
aad founder of .the Ireland Scholanhipa at 
Oxford. 

WiiSam Offhrd, A. 1826, founder of ihe 
Qitarlerfy Rtniew, and editor ftom 1819 to 
1814. 

Thomat Ciiffiatb and John Orialdirhit, d. 
1666, "Pages of the Bedchamber to Charlca 
II." ■ . ■ 

Turning WEtt, into the MHth aide of the 
S17 
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choir, we find (on the south wait} the monn- 
rmdU of — 

Sir Gedfry KneUetf A. 1783, a well-known 

enfait punter of the later StUart and early 
anovenan reigni. He is the only painto- 
commemorated in the Abbcf, and \b not naried 
here, for \a ia* dying wofds to Pope^he nid: 
" By God, I will not be buried in Wettminttei ; 
, ,. . they do boiy fools there." Kneller 
denned his own moDuroent, and the bust is 
1^ Rygbrack. The somewhat abtord spitaph 
is by Pope, who admitted that it was " the 
worst thing he eTer wrote in his life." 
Immed^tely below, is the monument of 
Admiral Sir Cloudttlty Sioveli Colmnaader 
of the Fleet, d. 1707, who rose from humble 
ttation, haying begun his career as a common 
tailor. He was slupwrecked off the ScHly 
Isles, as he was returaiog with his fleet from 
Gibraltar. His body was washed on shwe, 
buried t^ some Ushetmen, and then reiaterred 
IB the Abbey about two months afterwards, 
his remains having been identified by means of 
a valuable ring taken from -his finger by the 
men who found the body. The grotesque 
monument represents the Admiral wearing a 
long periwig and a Roman cuirass and sandals, 
and fiilly deserves Addison's well-known criti- 
cism in the Sptetator. The shipwreck appears 
in the bas-relief on the base of the monument, 
— (Bird, sculpt. ) 

Martm F/olket, d. 1 7 $4, a celebrated numi^ 

niatiitt Prendent of die Royal Society, where 

S18 
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he had acted as deputjr for NewtoD. fiarwd at 
Hitlingdon. 

John WeiUy, d. 1791, and Charlet Wetb^, 
d. 1788. A monumeat with two medalUooi^ 
by J. A. Acton, erected in 1876, 

Dr Iiaae Watts, d. 1748, the great Non- 
coDtbnnigt; beet known a« a hynm-writer.— ^ 
(Banks, eculpt.) 

Sir Richard Bingham, A. 1598, a nard 
officer who diitinguUhed himBcIf in the ware 
of Mary and Elizabeth. He waa Goremor 
of Coonaught in Elizabeth's time, and **Mp- 
preised dyrcTB Rebellieni." A. small black 
tablet with an epitaph recording his ex[^it8. 

Gearge Siefiuj, A. I'joj, a diplomatist, and 
considered by hia contemporaries to be some- 
what of a poet. He was bom in Westminster, 
and educated at Westminster school. Dart 
calls the monument "as rich for marble but 
mean in design as Sir Cloudesley Shorel's," 
and speaks of Stepney as "a much greater 
man," which is instructive as to the value of 
cootenlporary judgmems. 

JUajor Creed, killed at battle of Blenheim, 
. 1704- 

Admrai George Churchili, d. 17 10, yonnger 
brother of the great Duke of Marlborough. 

On the north side of the aisle are the mono-- 
ments of — 

Tbomat Thynn, of Longleat, d. - r68i>a, 

the "Issachar" of Dryden's "Absalom and 

Achitophel," murdered as be was driving in 

the H^market 1^ assassins hired by Count 

ai9 



]K Google 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

EdmgMnark. The motiTe of the murder was 
jealoiuy, ai Kodgsmark hoped to obtaiit tbe 
hud of Thyoo'* bride, Elizabeth Percy, a 
gmt betreas, st that time the child widow of 
Lord Ogle. Koaigimark'a crime did not bring 
him aucccM, for Elizabeth Pcrcv married the 
"proud" Duke of Somenet tboFtly afterwards. 

The baa-relief on the monumeot represents 
the scene of the assaHbatioD, and gave rise to 
the well-known story of the Welshman, who 
"bragging of hio family, Mid hi» father's effigy 
WM set up in Westminsixr Abbey ; being asked 
whereabouts, he said, < !■ tlK same monument with 
Squire Tbynn, for he was his coachman ' " — 
(Joe Millers Jests). Dean Stanley attributes the 
absence of the intended inscription to *' the same 
politiokl feelings which protected the raurderer 
from his just due." — (Quellio, sculpL) 

Tiomat Omen, d. 1 598, Justice of the Com- 
mon Pleas in the time of Elizabeth. A sbelf- 
tsmb, with a fine recumbent figure in alabaster, 
once decorated with colour and gikling. 

Paiquale dt PaeW, d. 1807, the Conican 
pdriot, who took refine in England and died 
here. He is buried in Corsica, and com- 
memotated in the . Abbey, in spite of his un- 
gratefiil behaviour towards this country. His 
monoment recalls the fact, sddom remembered, 
that from 1794 to 1797 the Island of Corsica 
WAS under. British rule. — (Flaxmaa, sculpt.) 

Damt Grace GrtMti, d. 1697, aged twenty- 
one. This lady was regarded as quite a prodigy 
in ber day, and after her death a book of dem- 
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tiona by her was published by CoDgrere, witb a 
fO'e&tory poem. Theee reflectioM were Mf- 
posed to be origlDal, and Doteddown "with st 
peacil at apare hour*, or as she wai dreMiDg," 
but the bcwk. has siuce been found to coaaist 
merely of extracu from Bacon and other autljora. 
*' The marble book in Westminster Abbey must 
therefore lose some of its leases," saya Disraeli) 
io his " Curiosiues of Literature.", 

Grace Gethin left a bequest for an aiuiiveraary 
senson to be preached in the Abbey every Aril 
Wednesday. She ii buried at HnlltBgboiim,near 
Maidstooe. 

Sir Thomat Richardjoa, d. 1634-5, Speaker 
of the Houte of Coaunona under James I., uid 
Lord Chief Justice of England in die limoof 
Charlea I. Richardson was tuually called "the 
jeering Lord Chief Juatice," on account of his 
grim humour. When he condemned Pryime, 
he aaid that " he might , have the fioi^ of 
Il^rtyrs to amuse him in priaon." On another 
occasion, when Richardson had been rquimanded 
by Laud for an order issued agunat the ancient 
cuMom of wakefc he came out from the Counci] 
■' complaining that he had been almott choak'd 
with 3 pair of lawn sleeves." Another atory 
relates how a flint etone was once flung at his 
head by some evil-disposed person, but as he 
was "leaning low on his elbow in a lazy, reck- 
less manoer, the fiint flew too high, and only 
took off his hat." In answer to the congratola- 
tiona of his friends, Richardson said " by way 
of jest (as his fashion was to make a jint of 
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ererytliiDg), * yoi see now, if I had been an 
(fright judge (intimadng hii reclining pontioa) 
I had been ilain.' " 

The monument is of black marble with por- 
trait but in bronze, repreeeaiing Richardmn in 
his hat and robei. — (Hubert le Soeur, scalpt.) 

Dr AtiA-evf Bell, d. 1832, inventor of the 
moDitorial syttem ta education known aa the 
Madras icheme. — (Bchnea, sculpt.) 

W^am Thyme, of Botterritle, d. 1584, Re- 
ceiver of the Marches under Henijr VIII,, " Iw 
hit long life covering the whole Tudor dynasty. 
A beautiful old monument in white marble and 
alabuter, once coloured and gilt, with a noble 
Sgare in armour lying on a qnilt or mat. 

Id the spandrels of the wall arcade may be 
seen shields similar to those in the north aisle 
of the choir. The most interesting of these 
(h^noiog from the east) are — 

The arms of Edward the Confettor, a cross 
patODce between five birds ; the anM of Henry 
Hi., gnlea, three lions, passant in pale or ; the 
arms of Raywamd Berenger, Count of Provence, 
fuber-in-lftW of Henry III., or, four pallets, 
gules. Dante, speaking of him says : 



The daughters here alluded to are Margaret, 
married to Louis IX. of France, Eleanor, married 
to Henry III. of England, Sancha, wife of 
Richard, -Earl of Cornwall and King of the 
Romans, and Beatrice, who was married to 
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Charin of Anjou, afttrwards King of Sicily and 
Na^ei. 

Further OD may be leeo the amu of Riebard, 
Marl <f Commail, elected King of the Romaoa, 
and crowned at Aix-U-Chapelle in 1157. Hii 
■hield bears a lion rampant, gulei^ crowioed or ; 
bordure table, charged with it bezanti. 

(For dcKriptioD of the murder of Richard's 
•on, Henry d'Almayne, see Chapter IV. ) 
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CHAPTER XI 



CNTERING the Abbey by the Great Wett 
*-* Door, we find ourselve* in the Nare, 
which, like the reit of the church, has become 
crowded with memoriali of the dead. 
a»4 
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The wett wmdow, with its Peq>eDdicolAr 
tracery, was set up about 1 498, in the time of 
Abbot Esteney. The stained glass dates from 
the reign of George II., and represeata Moses, 
Aaron, and the Patriarchs. 

Among the numerous roomunents in the 
NaTe, the most interesting and important are as 
follows: — Over the West Door — 

WiBiam Pbt, d. 1806, secood ton of the 
great Lord Chatham, and Prime Minister of 
England at the age of twenty-four. The great 
orator is represented in the act of declamation ; 
History records his words, and Anarchy (sym- 
bolising the French RerolutiooJ writhes in chains 
at his feet. Pitt is buried in the north transept. 
Monument by Weslmacott. 

On the north of the door — 

John Caaduiti, d. 1737, who succeeded his 
uncle, Sir Isaac Newton, as Master of the 
Mint, finried in the nave, near Newton. — 
(Cbeere, sculpt.) 

In the cornice of Cooduilt's monoment is 
inserted a memorial tablet to Btnjamin Horrocki, 
d. 1641, a young clergyman who was the first 
to observe the transit of Venus (Dec. 4, 1639), 
a j^enomenon which he had accurately pro- 

C'lesied. The inscription was put up on the 
St occasion of the transit of Venus,' hi 
.874. 

Anthmj jitbUy Cooper, Earl of Shafithary, 
d, 1881;, the devoted philanthropists Statue by 
Boehm. 
We pass now into the North-West or Belfrey 
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Tower, a spot uatMlly knawn u "Whigi' 
Corner." 

The figure in the oMglaat window ti auppoied to 
repreWDt Edward the CoofeMor, but the window 
i( really only a patchwwJi of ancient glaao. 

Making the circuit rf " Whige' Coroer " to 
the left we find, in the wall-arcade, a bronze 

Mi^or General Cbariet Gordon, killed at Khar- 
taum i88j. The beat ie.l^ Omlow Ford, and 
wu preaeoted by the corps of Royal Engineers. 

iViiliam Honttek, d. 174^, "the earliest of 
Esgliflh engineert." Buried in the So«th Tran- 
Mpt. — (Scheemakert, sculpt.) 

M^or Charle* Siank^ie, nephew of Pitt, 
killed at the battle of Coninma, 1809. 

lUajor James ReaneUt d. 1830, geograj^wr 
and antiquary. Buried in the Nsve. A bun 
by, Hagbolt. 

Zatlury Macaaiaj, A. i8}8, father of the 
historian. Inscription by the late Sir Junes 
Stei^ten, recording Macaulay's efforts on behalf 
of die abolition of slarefy, — (We^es, sculpt.) 

/oA«, Earl RutteU, d. 1878. Twice Prime 
Miainer. Buried at Cheaies. — (Boehm, 

Hearj Fok, Lord Htjlam/, d. 1640, nephew 
of Charles James Fox- He wa* both stttesmaD 
and author, and the well-known leader of a 
celebrated literary circle. The huge and melao- 
choly monument represent* the- " Piison Houk 
of Death," a sadly uo-Christian notion.. There 
is. a bnsti but no iii»crq>tion—- (BBi]y„iculpt.) 

ya6 i 



THE NAVE 

Hatrj Petijr, third Marquit of Laoadowne, 
d. 1863, a leading member of the Whig pony. 
He toolc an actire thare in the abolition of the 
slave-trade and in the'repeal of the penal lawa. 
A butt by fioehm. 

Sir Jaaut MackiaiOili, A. 1831. ABttateiman 
and lawyer) he aided greatly in the refbnn of the 
Penal Code. The epitaph should be read. 
Boried at Hampstead. Moounient by Theed> 

George L«rd V'ueonai Howe, d. 1758, brother 
of Admiral Howe. He was lulled while on the 
march to Ticonderoga. The monumeDt was 
erected by the Pronnce of Massachusetts, before 
its severance from the mother-coimtrj. — (Schee- 
makeis, sculpt.) 

Across die eastern bay of the tower, facing qp 
the Nave, is the large monnnwnt of — 

Charlei Jamei Fok, d. 1806, statesman aod 
orator, the famoui leader of the Whig party in 
the House of CtHnmons. He is burieo io the 
north transept, dose to his great rival, Pitt. 

The monument represents him dying ia the 
arms of Liberty, while a negro kneels at his 
feet, thanking him for his share in the giqiprea- 
sioQ of the slave-trade. The figure of the negro 
was admired by Canova. — (Westmacott, sculpt.) 

In front of Lord Holland's monument, facing 
south, is the huge monument of Ce^liua Jaaet 
Monl<^, killed in action nS Brett under Lord 
Howe, 1794. — (Flaxman, sculpt.) 

Following the North Aifte M the Nave, and 
going eastwards, we £nd among otben, the 
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Caplaim Harvey and Hutt, who were killed 
in the same action as Captain Montagu, in 
1 794. An enormous moDument by the younger 
Bacon, removed from the floor of the Nave to 
its present position. 

Sir Cbarlci LyeB, d. 187S) the great geologist, 
buried just below. A bast by Theed. 

Dr John Wmdiaiard, A. 1728, professor rf 
physic at Gresham College, founder of the 
Woodward Geologicd Professorship at Cam- 
bridge, and author of many works on geology 
and naioral history. Buried in the Nave. — 
(Schecmakers, sculpt.) 

Galbael Bringjicld, A, 1706, equerry to Prince 
George of Deumark, and aide-de-camp to the 
Duke of Marlborough. Killed at the battle of 
Ramillies. (Sec inscription.) 

A brass in the floor marks the grave of John 
Hunter, A. 1793, the famous surgeon and anato- 
mist, whose remains were removed here firom St 
Martin's-in-the- Fields by the Royal College of 
Surgeons. 

Ben Jemon, whose burial has already been 
described, lies here beneath a modem paring- 
stone. The ancient sione, with its famoiu 
inscription, has been placed against die wall, 
in order to preserve it. The iogcripdon, '* O 
rare Beo Jonson," is ascribed to Sir William 
Davenant, on whose own gravestone in Poets' 



wn CTav 
Corner are the words, "O rare Sir William 
Davenant." But another story says that "it 
was done at the chardge of Jack Young, after- 
wards knighted, who, walking here when tbe 
23B 
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grave va» covering, gave the fellaw eighteen- 
peace to cut it>" 

Thonuu Bankt, R.A., d. 1805, the sculptor, 
tome of whose works may be seen in the Abbey. 
Bimed at Paddington. 

- Mil* Beai^oy, d. 1705. This moauiueat, 
although a poor one, is iueresting a* the only 
«<»k ia the Abbey by Grinlisg Gibboat, tlw 
famous carver ia wood. 

Mri JaatHUl, d. 163 1. This corioui moou- 
nwDt, with its black touchctooe effigy, is the only 
ancieot one in the Nave. 

GiBiert ThomimTgh, d. 1677c genUemao of 
Ibe cellar to Charles II. The chief interest of 
the moDuinent is the inscription, thus translated 
by Dart : " Here lies Gilbert Tbornburgh, who 
was always Faithful to his God, his Prince and 
bis Fiiends, fonnerly an earthly now a heavenly 
couitiei. It shall no more be said in the age 
to come, ' Who would become good mutt leave 
the Court,' when inch shining piety as bis shall 
appeal there" 

Spenttr Perceval, d. i8iz, Prime Minittet 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, assassinated 
in the lobt^ of the House of Commons by 
Bellingham. The jtiooument was erected by 
the Prince Regent and Parliament. — (Sir R. 
Westmacott, sculpt.) 

Dr R'uhard Mead, d. 17541 [diyndan to 
George II., and famous as being one of the lirtt 
supporters of inoculatbn for small-pox. When 
Sir Robert Walpole fell ill during Dr John 
Frcind's inquisonment in the Tower, Mead 
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refiiKd to preicribe for him uolees Fraod waa 
released, and such was his influence, that Walpole 
yielded and eet Preind at liberty. 

Mead waa a great collector of books and 
pictures, and is deecribed by Dibdio as "the 
ever-renowned Richard Mead, whose j^arma- 
copceial reputation is tost in the blaze of his 
bibliomaniacal glory." He is burled in the 
Temple Church. Biut by Scheemakers. 

PhiSp Carteret, d. 1710, sOn of Lord George 
Carteret, died while a Queen's scholar at Wen- 
miniter school. The Latin verse inscription is 
by Dr Robert Freind, then second master of 
the school and brother of the pbysiciao, Dr 
John Freind. 

' Two gravestoaev side by side mark the rest- 
ing places of Cbar/ei Dirmn, d. 1882, the 
Inologist of world-wide feme, whose best known 
works are "The Origin of Species" and "The 
Descent of Man," and 

Sir John Frederick Hertchd, d. 1871, the 
famous astronomer. He lies here, close to the 
grave of Newton. 

Returning to the West Door, and taking the 
South side we find, close to the door, the om>oo- 
ment of jidimral Sir Tkoimu Hardy, A. 1732, 
who distinguished himself in the naval wars of 
Queen Anne, and served under Rooke at Cadiz. 
Buried neat the Choir Screen. — (Cheere, 

In front of the Baptistery is die huge nMina- 
ment of C^^ttaia Coraeviall, killed in battle off 
Tomlon, 1742-3. This monument, in which 
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tbe Bea-fight is represmted, n the tint voted by 
Parliatn^t in recognition of, valour at sea. — ' 
( R. Taylor, kdIm. ) 

The South-Wen Tower or Baptistery was 
formerly used alio ai die Cooiistory Court of 
the monaatery. The seats fbr the judge and 
bis aHewors still remain on the south side. 

Making the circuit to the' right, we find the 
monument of Jatnci Craggi, d. 172O-1, who 
becxiDc Privy-CoQDcillor and Secretary of State 
before he was thirty-two. He is buried in the 
same grave with his friend Addison in Henry 
VII.'s Chapel. The epitaph is by Pope, the 
devoted ftieod and admirer of CraggB. The 
Somewhat adulatory lines were Written, however, 
before it was discovered that Craggs and his 
&ther were down m the subscriptitni lists of the 
* South Sea Babble " for the fictitious aum of 
;^ 3'3 0,000; -^(Guelphi, sculpt.) ■ ' 

The window in the western waHisancieot, 
and the tigure in plate-nrmour is geiierally said 
to represent Edward the Black Prince. 

We now come to the monumcots which 
suggested to Dean Stanley the name of " Litti* 
Poets' Comer'' for this South- Western Tower. 

ffUliiHH Werdsworih,d. l8;o, the great poet. 
Buried at Grasmere, amid the Lake country he 
loved so well. ' A seated statue by Thrupp. 

John Kehle, d. 1866, author of "The Chris- 
^an Year," and one of the leaders of the " Ox- 
ford Movement " io iSjz. Buried at Hursiey. 
An ornate monuateDt with a bust by Woolner. 

Dr Tbima4 Anraid, d. 1 842, the ^eat Head- 
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nuMcr of Rugby, whose Mty character and 
teaching have to profouodly influenced public 
school life in England. The bust was placed 
here in 1895.— (Gilbert, sculpt.) 

Henry Fawcelt, d. 1 884, Postmaster-GeneraL 
The beautiful monument, all too seldom seen (<x 
lack of light, commemorates the remarkable life 
of the blind statesman, and was erected in i887> 
—(Gilbwt, sculpt.) 

Frcdmci Denuoa Maurki,A. 1871, the great 
religious teacher, preacher at Lincoln's Inn and 
Vere Street chapel*. Buried at Highgate. A 
bust by Woolner. 

Matlhevi Anttld, d. 1888, the poet, euayitl, 
and critic, son of Dr Thomas Arnold. A butt 
by Bruce Joy. 

Charlet fSngiliy, d. 187$, Canon of Wen- 
minster and Rector of Everdey, remembered 
not only as poet and novelist, but as an inspiring 
force in the social and religious life of the country. 
Buried at Eversley. A bwst by Woolner. 

The window on the south side was presented 
by Mr Childa of Philadelphia, and commemorates 
George Herbert, and H^ilBam Cewper, two of our 
greatest religious poets, both of them educated 
at Westminster scbool, and "representing two 
opposite poles of the English Church." 

Before leariog " Little Poets' Comer," let us 
recall the words of one commemorated th^e — 

<■ Servanta of God [ — or (oni 
SbaUlDotcall joai becauae 
Not aa terrantt ye knew 
Your Father"* it 



Your) is ihe praise. If mankinil 
Hath not as ret in Its march 
Paiated, and lailea, and died 1" 

M. Ainold, oRn^r Chapel." 
South jiuli of the Navi 
In the South Aiale of the Nave, close tp the 
KieeD of the Baptiatery, it a small door leading 
into the Deanery. AboTe this is an oak gallery, 
built early in the aixteenth century by Abbot 
Islip, and known as the " Abbot'* Pew. From 
this gallery the Qaeen and Tarioos members of 
the royal family have occaaionally watched 
great procesuons pass up the Dave. 

The chief moDumenu and graves in this ai«le 
are those of — 

Henry Wharton, 1695, the favourite chaplain 
of Archbishop Saocroft, aod author of the 
"Auglia Sacra," besides maoy other ecclesi- 
astical works. Put-cell composed an anthem 
expressly for his funeral. 

Francii Atterhury, A. 173 l-Z, Dean of West- 
minster and Bishop of Rochester, a brilliaDt 
writer and orator, but chieSy famous for his 
connexion with the Jacobite plots in the dme 
of Queen Anne and George I. A conspiracy 
in favour of the Pretender was alleged to have 
been carried on at the Deanery, in a "secret 
chamber " behind the library. Atterbury was 
arrested and imprisoned in 1722, and in the 
following year, was condemned to perpetual 
e»le. 
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He died id Paria, and waa buried, by hit own 
deairci at thia end of the Abbey, " at far from 
Kings and Cxuis as the space will admit of." 
A stone in. the £oor marks his gravb 

In Attertiury'si time ' the school dormitory 
was rebuilt, *' Solomon's Porch " was rewured, 
and the Dean himself chose the subjects for the 
rose-window of the North Tfinsept. 

mUiam Congreve, A. 1728-9, the draroattrt, 
apon whom Dryden bestowed such extravagant 
praise in the lines— 



The moDumeot was erected by Henrietta, 
Duchess of Marlborough, to whom Cotigrerc 
bequeathed most of his 'fortune. The Duchess 
spent the money id a diamond necklace. A 
well-known story tells that she had on her table 
an iTory" statue of the dramatist, moved by 
clockwork, "to which she would talk as to the 
living Mr Congreve, with all the freedom of the 
most polite and unreserved conversation." 

She' also had a wax figure of the poet, 
whose feet were treated for gout, just as Coa- 
greve's had been in his lifeome. Monnmeot 
by Bird. 

DrJohn /roW, d. 1728, the' eminent scholar 
and physician. He Was imprisoned in the 
Tower on account of his intimacy with Atter- 
bury, bat Was released throu^ Dr Mead's 
influence with Sir Robert Walpole. Buried at 
*34 
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Hitchio. MoaimieDt dengoed by Gibba. Bnrt 
by Hyd>ric)c. 

.A stooe in the floor marita the grare of ^nm 
Old/itU, d. 1730, a fanwuB actreM in hn day, 
baried here ' with great ponijk Her last attire 
wai, a« her maid iofornu ns, '^a very fine 
BTasaeh lace bead, a holland sh^ with a tockcr, 
and double nilBes of the same ]ace, a pair of 
new kid glores, and her body wrapped in a 
windin^aheet." Pope allude* to this in bis 
well-known Unea — 

n Odioua I in woollen, 'rwonld a laiot prOToke." 
(Were the la« wordi that poor Nareima ipokt) ; 
"No, let a dtarming chintz. and Bni»eli Uce 
Wiap mf c^ld liaiba and ihade taj lifeleat face ; 
One would not, lure, he frightful when one'a dead — 
And, Betty, give this cheek a little red." 

Thomat Sprat, d. 1713, Dean of Westmioatet 
and Kahop of Rocheater, a ferrent RoyaUat, 
who refuMKl to allow Milton'a name to appear 
on the Abbey walls. Buried in St Nicholas'a 
Chapel, whence the monumefit waa mored to 
leave apace for iJie NorthnmbeTlaod tomb. — 
(Bird, aeulpt) 

Joie^ Wikoelu, d. 1756, Dean of Weat- 
minster. During hia time the weatern towert 
of the Abbnr were erected, and many repaira 
Executed. The western towers are, by the 
Dean'a de«ire, repreaented on hia moQumoit. — 
(Cbeere, aeulpt.) 

AAmrti Tyrrell, d. 1766, nephew of Sir 

Peter Warren, who distinguiahed himaelf when 

commaDdiog the Bticki»gham by defeating three 

335 



]K Google 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

Preach iBe»-of-«B- nn^e-faaded. IV hi^ 
and ffoutqpe momiment it bj Read, a pii|itl 
of Roabifiac, and i c f we n t e d Tyirell "going 
to beam oot of the aea." The ritape of the 
doodt caoaBd it to be called the "Pancake" 
nwanmeDt, bat a good ded of tfaia taKdeii occ- 
tioa hai beta oA awa^ , and the figare of the 
AdminU renvrcd. T jirdl wat boiied at lea. 

Dr Zacbarj Force, A. 1 774^ Dean of Wcst- 
mimter, and afterward* Biiiiop of Rochetter. 
Dr Pearce i* mDembered a« the Dean who 
nearly ncrificed the f^endid tomb of Aym^ de 
Valence, to nuke room for Wolfe's huge ceoo- 
taph. Buried at Bromley. — (Tykr, acolpt.) 

Dr John Thomoj, d. 1 793, who inmcded 
Pearce u Dean of Weitauatter, and afterwarda 
a* Biihop of Rocbettcr. He waa an advocate 
for the renoval of' Riman Catholic dintnlitiet 
at a time when that ineanre waa very unpopvlar. 
On one occation, when returning to hia bonie 
aficr aenrice in the Abbey, he «a* met in the 
doiftm " by a band of timmltuoiit and mis- 
guided enthnaaata, who seized him t^ hia lobet, 
and demanded 'how he meant to vote in Uie 
Hooae of L>Ords ? ' To which with great 
presence and firouiesa the Bishop t^ied, ' For 
your interest* and my own.' ' What then ? you 
don't mean to vote for Popery?' *No,' said 
he, ' thank God, that is no part of oar intereou 
in this Protestant country.' Upon bearing 
which one of the party clapped his lordahip on 
the baCk,.aiid deated the passage for him, calling 
out • Make way for the Proteaunt Bishop.' " 
336 
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It wai in Dean Thomat'B tune that the fieatwal 
of the centenary of Handel's Inrth was held in 
the Abbey m 1784, the King and Royal iiyniljr 
being present. 

John Inland, A. 1 B42, Dean oi WesHmnstcr^ 
buried, at already meotioiied, in the sonth tran- 
sept. A bust by Termonth. 

miUam BrnkloKd, d. 1856, Dean of Wert- 
minster, the distinguished geologist, twice presU 
dent of the Geological Society. — (Weekes, 
sculpt.) 

John Lmrd Miur, Lord Lawrenct, d. 1870, 
Govemor-Geoeral of India 1864-68. "He 
fieared man so Ihtle becaiuie he ^red God so 
mnch." Buried in the centre of the nave. 
Bust by Woolner. 

Ftdd-Marihal Georgt Wade, A. 1748, Com- 
mander-in-chief of the army which was sent to 
quell the Jacobite rebellion of 1 745. The roads 
coDstmcted by Wade through the Highlands are 
commemorated in the ^mous Knes — 
" If you'd seen these roads before they were made, 

You would hold up your hands, and bUsi Marshal 
Wade." 

Buried in the centre of the nare. Monument 
by Roubiliac. 

LUut.-Gerural Sir Jamet Oalram, d. 186$, 
one of the heroes of the defence of Lncknow 
aaA of the suppvtiion of the Indiati Mutiny. 
The bas-relief on the monument -represents the 
relief of Lucknow by Lord Clyde, and among 
^ figures are those of Clyde, and Ontram, with 
Havdock between them.— <( Noble, sculpt.) 
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Carols MiirlanJ,d. 1674, and ^■■AfDr/and^d. 
1679-80. Two moinimnitt to the wives of Sir 
Saimel Morlaiid, secretary' to Oliver Cromvell, 
author of the "Hittory of tbe Efangelical 
Chnrcbcs of Piediiioiit," and laid to Ik the in- 
Tcntor bf the tpeakiog trumpet and impraVer of 
the fire eDgjne. Hia leannng is diaplayed in the 
Hebrew, Greek, .Ethiopib, aod English inscrip- 
tiont on the inoouineiits. — (Stanton, Kolpt.) 
• Oose to thisgpot a tablet recoKhthe bunalsof — 

Sir WilRain Temple, A. 1 699, Master of the 
RoIl< in Ireland, distingaished as stateimaD and 
man Of Ictteri. 

Dorotbj Tta^, d. 16951 fav wife, daughter 
of Sir Peter OKxune, and whose lone-letters to 
Temple are probably ^miliar to many readers. 

Diama Tmflt, d. 1679, thnr daughter. 

Lia(y Oiffard, d. 1722, uster of Sir William 
Temple. It is mteresttag to remember that Smft 
was lecrei^ry to Tonple, and "Stella" waking- 
maid to Lady Gi£ud. 

Sir Charlti HarierJ and CImaU CottreS, two 
friends who perished on board die Royai Jamet 
with the Earl of Sandwich, in an engagement with 
die Dutth in 1672. 

Sidney, Earl of Gtdnl^in, d. 1712, "Chief 
Minister of Queen Anne during the nine £rst 
glorious years of her mgn," aod, aocording to 
Burnet, **tbe silenteK and mo^estesl man that 
wai, perhaps, ever bred in a court." ** He 
mahitaioed to his life's'end the short character 
which Charles II. gave him when he was a page 
— <Hc WM never ia the way, and never ott 
»}8 
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»r the way.' " Tbe moBumcBt was enected 
by Heorieua Godolphiii, his daagbier-ia-hvi 
dwghtcr of the great Duke of Marlbonnigh. 
Buried close by. — (Bird, anilpt.) 

Sir Palmti Fiurbome, d. 1680, GoveniDr of 
Tangier^ He wae killed while defending the 
towD agiinst the Moon, and tbortly after hil 
death, Tangier w3b numbered among the " Lost 
Possessions of Eogland." Buried at Tangier. 
The epitaph is by IJryden.— (Buahneli, sculpt.) 

Major John Andre, i, 1 780, Adjutant-General 
of the British forces ta America. He was 
hanged as a spy by WashingtMi, demite hi^ 
petnion that the General would <* adapt the 
mode of hi* death to his feelings as a man of 
honour." He was buried beneath the gallows 
near the Hudson river, but his remains were 
rettored in 1821, at tbe reqoest of the Bdte of 
York, and were interred here. The cheat in 
which the body of Andre was conreyed to 
England still stMtds in the Islip chanfry. 

The monument was erected by the command 
and at the expense of George III., and has a 
ba»-relief which represents Washington receiving 
the petition of Andie for a soldiet'g death, and 
Andr^ himself being led to execution. This 
monument has been the object of much curiosity 
and mischief, tbe heads of both Washington and 
Andr^ having be«i more than ooce knocked bfF 
and stolen. Hence Charles Lamb's alksion to 
the de&cing of the mooumect, as probably "tbe 
waslon mischief of some sdwol-boy, £red perhaps 
with MWMTaw ootioin of TranSallantio iimdoBk" 
aj9 
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Lamb remarked to Soutbey that the muchief 
wa* done about the time that he, Sontheyi was 
a (cboUr at We«tmiD«ter, and asked : *' Do yon 
know anytlimg about the unfortunate relief" 
Southey disliked any reference to hl» early 
political principles, and it wa> some time before 
he forgave thii thrust. — (Adamdet: VanGeUer, 
Kulpt.) 

Centre of the Nave, and Cimr Screen 

Among the graves !d the centre of the Nave 
(beginning from the West end) are those of — 

Geor;ge Peaiodjr, d. 1 869, the American phil- 
anthropist, whose name is inseparably connected 
with the better hoimng of the London poor. 
His remains rested here for a few days only, 
and were then taken to America, where he was 
buried in Massachusetts, his native state. 

Richard Cbeaev'tx Trench, d. 1 886, divine, 
scholar, and poet, Deaa of Westminster for seven 
years, uid afterwards Arclibbhop of Dublin. 

Tbotiuu Tampion, d. 1 7 1 3, and George Graham, 
d. 1 7 ; 1 1 watchmakers and mechanicians, 
Tompion invented the chronometer, and was 
called the " father of English watchmakets." 

DamJ Livingitone, the explorer and mis- 
sionary, who died in Central Africa in 1873. 
His body was carried to Zanzibar by his faith- 
ftil servants, and interred here eleven months 
after his death. 

The last words in his diary are recorded oa 

hit tombstone. — " All I can add in my stditode is, 
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May Hf ami't licb bleutng come (k>wd on tveff 
one, Aflterican, English, or Turk, who mil help 
to heal this open sore of the world" — that i% 
the Blave-trade. 

., Neu tbci pitipi^ brasses in the, floor mark the 
grayesOf— 

R^riSitpbauM,^ 1859, the famous mgineer 
of the. Birmjogb^m railway and the Biitanoia 
bridgpt Meoai Straits. Burled here, next to. 
Telford, by hia own wish. 

Sir Charltt Barry, d. i860, the architect, 
whose chief work is the f Palace of West- 
mJoaten" 

Sir Gilbtrt Scott, A. 1878, the architect, one 
of the leaders of the "Gothic reviva]." in 
England, and ■■ for maey ye«ra Surveyor of the 
At^j Fabric. 

George $dmtin4 Sttetf, A. 1881, the archi- 
tect of the Law Courts, a pupil of Sir Gilbert 
Sofltt. 

Bende Sir Gilbert Scott lies John Loifgh- 
horwgh PtartoK, d. 1 897, another distinguished 
architect of the Gothic school. He succeeded 
Sir G. Scott as Surveyor of the Abbey Fabric. 

Nearer the centre lie Lord Lawrmct and Sir 
Jamer. Quiram, whose monuiQmta, have already 
been described. 

Close to them. lies CoSn Cait^ell, Lord Clydt, 
d. 1S63, diitiriguished in the Perunsular, Sikh, 
and Crimean wars, and more especially famous 
for his relief of Lucknow and his share in the 
suppression of the Indian Mutiny. 

A little further east lies Thtmu Cochtant, tenth 
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Marl of DnHJtnaU, d.' i86ot one of our greatett 
dbtbI neroM — " the fivtt leatnan of hii din) the 
Ian MUnan 6f iaa wheoL" < 



Agatntt the choir screen ire f 
executed by Rysbrack, after detigas by Keat. 

■ On the nordi ndc of the choir entrance. Sir 
Itaac Nemihih, the great plulosopher and mathe- 
matician, author of the "Frincipia," bora in 164I 
(the year that Galileo died), died 17*6-7. 

' Dean'fitanley, wridng soime years before the 
burial of DarWin, speaks of Newton's (iinenl a) 
the " iDterment of the only dust of unqueB^onably 
World-wide feme that the floor of V' 



The body lay in slate in the JeniBalem 
chamber, and was followed to the grave by aD 
the royal society, the p^'l being b^ne by the 
Lord Chancdior, two diike*, and thtve eark. 
Voltaire was also present. The grare is im- 
mediately below the monament, and on the 
stone are the words ; '^ Hie depositum est qnod 
mortalefiiit Isaaci Newtoni" ("Here liea what 
was inortil of Isaac Newton "). 

Pope wrote as inscription for the monuinent, 
but it was nerer placed there. It was in Latin, 
and ended with two English lines — 

'•< Matnre aod Nalure'a laws In hid in night : 
God taid, 'Let Newton be 1 'and all wai light." 

Ben Jonstm's words > ittay be fitly (juoted 

"Truth is'.man's proper goody and the only 
a+a 
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tg was given to our mortality to 

On che south side ol' the entrance is the 
monument of Jamet, Earl Stanhope, d. 1720, 
aoldier and nBtesman, who greatly diniDguidied 
himself tD the war of the Spanish SncceisiDn. 
After the cIok of his military career he became 
prominent in Parliament as leader of the Whig 
OppoNtioo, and waa aubseqoemly Chancellor 4^ 
the Exchequer and Secretary of State. 

The second, third and faith Earls Stanhope 
are commemorated on thia monument. All are 
buried at CheTening. 

The exterior of the Choir Screen is modem, 
dating from 1831, but the inoer part of the 
stonework is of the thirteenth century. A 
little fiirther west stood the ancient " Rood- 
screen," which, as its name implies, had a Rood 
or Crucifix upon it. Below it, in the Nave, 
stood an altar called the "Jesus altar below," 
while another "Jesui" altar was placed in the 
Rood loft. At the lower altar Mass was said 
in the presence of the people ; at the upper one 
the Gospel and Epistle were occanonally read. 

The organ was ori^nally built by Schreider, 
and was reconstructed and enlarged by HiU in 
1884. Since that date* several additions and 
improvements have been made, and the fine 
organ-case has been erected, after designs by the 
late Mr Pearson. 

There is but little stained glass in the Nave, 
and of that, the greater part is modem. 

Four memorial windows in the north aisle 
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comniemorate four great civil mgiiwen — Stephen- 
ton, Locke, Brunei aad Treviliiei, 

The pulpit ID the nave was desigDcd from a 
sketch by Sii Gilbert Scott. -It is made of 
coloured marbles, with figures represeiitiag & 
Pater, St Paul, and the four evangelists. In 
tlie oeDtre is a medalHon head of Christ. This 
pulpit was presented to the Dean and Chapter 
m 1863, in memory of the opening of the nave 
for special services in i^S?- 
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CHAPTER XII 



■HOUU, UBRAKV, ETC. 
" Where'er we tread, 'tia haunteil, holy gtouad." 

'T*HE Cloiaters, of which the chief architectural 
features have already been noted, conurin 
many grave* and monumenta, 
aome of them of conaideraUe 
ioterett. But it ii well to 
S begin by rememberiog that 
I'lt^"'* W«W!| *'^' Cloiatera were not only a' 

In thia beautiful quadrangle, 
the monka and oovioea apeot 
moat of their dme ; it waa, 
doabdess, the *' focua of the 
monastic life," the place of 
recreatiob and goatip, of in- 
terconrae and fauaineaa, aa w^l 
aa of serious stndy. 

In those days the windows 
were at first partially, and 
afterwards wholly, glazed ; 
the floor and beochea were 
strewn with hay and swiw 
in nunmer, and with rushea in winter; lamps 
hung from the vaulting, and die walls were 
decorated with frescoes. 
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The Abbot kept solitary state ia the East 
Cloister. When he appeared among the other 
memberi of the body, everyoDC rose and bowed, 
keeping ailence until be had passed by. The 
■tone bench where the Abbot bekl his "Mauody," 
that U to say, washed the feet of beggars, still 
remains in the East Cloister. 

The Prior sate in the North Cloiater, where 
the monks usually walked. The earliest " West- 
minstn School" found its home in the West 
Ctoistff, where the master of the nonces pre^ 
sided over .his pupils. The novicea sate one 
behind the other at their lessons. Sienals and 
jokee were fortodden, and tihey were ^owed to 
ooaTcrte in French only, English and Latin 
being strictly prohibited. 

Great attention. was to be paid to their manu- 
scripts and illiuninatioBA. The behanour of the 
monlu while in the Cloister was under the 
nipcrTisi<Hi of the two leaser tub-priors, who 
b<ne the unenviable Uole of " Spies of the 
Cloister." 

Here the Wesimiuiier boya naed to piay 
racqueta and football, and their lights were held 
in the Clo.istei-greea. In the last century a 
coMtable m/m appointed to guard the Cloisters, 
and to maintain order among the beggars and 
idle bdys who were here wont to " play at cards 
wd other plays for moaey, ^nd are often heard 
to curse and swear." After the death of her 
son in 1702-3, Sarah) Duchess of Marlborough, 
used to ait here, dressed as a b^^, mourning 
her gricTOos loaa. 
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Sooth of the CloiMer aqure wall the mti 
Refectoiy, now denkdithed, of wliichthct gocK* 
nttlfcgnuniiitheSoDckwBlk. Near the. puoclpaJ 
eatraace are four niche* formerly uacd u towtl 
aomtHies, — that is to aay^ cupbowdc where 
twwels were kept. Here alio tfacatitTiiig. took 
place, once a fortni^t in nimsaei' and once in 
evecy three w«ek« in wiuo-. Speaklog of tlw 
regalttkxit generally, Dean Stanley reniatks that 
at We«tnim«tec."tl)>D.ar[angeaieai9 fer thedeaiiT 
linew of the innutei form — aa . elaewheie in 
Engliih manaBteriei — a curioi» contren with the 
conaecTBtiom of filthand diacomfon in otbu' |arts 
of meditml life both oKrcd and. tccular." 

The £,eiectory or " Frater " wu built) if not 

5r die Coofewor himself, at any laie in the 
erenth centary, and must hare .beea a (tately 
room. It wa* rebuilt <» a jet.ffm^r idalelD 
the reqn of Edward III., only the lower pait 
of the Noman walla being Icept. . . j 

DireotiotM Sat behavietiriin the Rctcctoiy are 
preserved in the "ConoueludiiwB^' (J^f.Cuttotnt) 
*f Abbot Ware.. No monk w»8 permitted to 
■peak, and no guen migU tftile above b whiqiieiv 
no oBt was to nt with hit hand on hit cfais, or 
with hia hand o*er hia jwad, fv ihete ore the 
attatndes of pam. Neither waa ai^we allowed 
to lean on hia elbew*,> or to staro, or to orAdc 
nnts with hia teeth. The Prior afttoiat the high 
lahWwithaanaUbeU(SkyllA) beaide him, wd 
denr him were placed the. more .diatJngaiihed 

: Thii haU, boi^vscer, had a huMr^ wd^.thw 
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that of the men: monattic Kfe; it witDewed 
many iDteresting tceoei and importtwt asaembliei. 

It was withb the«e precincti, probablyui the 
Refectory, that Henry III., in 1251, awore to 
obaeire Magna Chaita. The king, Btanding with 
the Goapd in one handaatla lighted taper in lite 
other,' and juirouoded by the archbiihopa and 
other prelates, took his solemn oath, aftef which 
they all dashed their candles on the gronad, with 
the wopds : " So go oat, with smoke aod stench, 
the accursed sonla of those who break or perreit 
the Charter." 

Here, in 1 294, Edward I. held a council of 
clergy and laity, and ionited on a nibaidy of lialf 
their potieiaioos. The Dean of St Paul's, who, 
amid the general consternation^ eadcaroured to 
rtmdnstrate, actually drof^ted down dead at 
the king's feet, overwhelmed with agitadon; 
Edward, however, "pafiaed over this eveetwith 
indifferent eyes," and 6Dally gained his poiat. 

The impeachment of Piers Gaveston by the 
Conunona also took place in the Refectory, and 
'the Commona met here severaltimes dimng the 
Kignsof Richard II., Henry IV., and Henry V. 

Nothing now remains of the Refectory, ex- 
c«)t the windows above the Cloister on the nbrth 
nit, and Borne traces of a Norman wall-drcade, 
^ble from the garden of Aihbnmbam House. 

South of the Ref«ctoi<y, and paraJld with it, 
Iras the lesser Refectory, or " Misericordd," 
vhere Senh-meat was alMed to be 'served. 
This hall no longer exists, but a good deal of it 
" 1 in the comparatiiiely modern 
2+8 
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Aabburnbam Hodk, wluch s(ao<U more or lea 
on the eame sice. Athburoham House, M>-cdle4 
afcet Lord ABhburnham,' who livedo' here ia 
1708, was built in 1640, either by Inigo Jooe^ 
orhispopil John Webb.i After T7o8itwa»u8ed 
for the " Kiog-'a Library " and tho Cottonian 
Library, and ^en rererted'ADce more tO the 
cbapter. This house hM now pasaed W Weelv 
minster School. 

Returning to the Cloisters themselves iwe find, 
in the East walk, the grave« and mominientaof— 

Thomat Stltertoa,d, 1710, the famous tragedian. 

Mrx BrOcegirtUe, a celebrated actress, who 
ilied in 1 7 48, at die age of cijihty-fi»e. 

Aphara Bchn, d. 1689, a notoriotis authoress, 
employed by Charles II. aa a {xtlitical spy. 

Thomai Brviun, d. 1 704, the - scandalous 
satirist and essayist " of &cetbus iTwmory." 

Against the wall is a small tablet with the 
simple and touching inscription — " Jane Lister, 
dear ehitde, 1688," cemniemorating a daughter 
of Dt Martin Lister, F.R.S., naturalist and 
phyrician to Queen Abne. 

Next to this is a monument to Sir Edtaend 
Berry Godfrey, d. 1678, the judge to «hDm 
Titus Oates professed to reveal the Popish Plot. 
Godfrey was shortly afterwards found dead in 
a ditch near Primrose Hill, and was Suppmed, 
though not quite justly, to bavebe^ the'ri'ctim 
of the said plot. , ■ 

Arthur •dgarde, d. i6t 5, the antiquary, "pM- 
&1, indostrions and sulfidtnt io'tfaiiiga of this 
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Clote tO' the ChopieF-houw eotraace is the 
grave of jlibat £yrtit*to», who died of the 
^agite in i}49> The loutheni part of the 
Em Cli»itcr wat built in his tiioe. 

' lo this walk art the gra«cs otEraett Haiahnt, 
d. 1868,' and £mei« Ntfmat d. 1873, Canoas 
flf WesuniDtter,-aod of Join TrouOai, D.D., 
d. i8i99« for thirty yrcars Mioor-Canon, aod for 
four years Precentor of Westmioster. 

In the Sotuh walk we find the graves o€ the 
Abbots froB thfc tine of iJie Cooqueit until 
lizz, who were all, with oge exception, buried 
here. The names were rectn in 17 $3, but the 
dates are iBCOcrect« and the naines are not plwcd 
over the right stones. 

^d£>,d.lo85( Cnipia,^. IHT, Herbrrt, 
d. 1139, who founded the nanoery of Kilburn, 
which was attached to the AUiey. The first 
wins were Emma) Gunilda, and Cluistiaa, maids 
of hOnotu to Queen Matlkla. 

GervoM tk S/eit, d. Iifio, oatuial sob of 
Kiog •^tepheo. 

Lauitnct, d, 11 76, who procured from the 
Pope the .cananization of the CoofeasoTi and the 
diffiiiy of nitred Abbot. 

a^aittr 1/ miuhaltr^ i. 1191 ; Potlard, d. 
ijoo( ffiimez% dr )33Z. (After this the 
Ahbou were buried in the Church itself.) 
■ A large blioe greveuoae, called " Long Meg," 
marks the supposed restiag-plac.S' of twenty-^ix 
mmks who died of the "Black Death" in 
(a4,S)-9, when Alibot Byrchest^a ■!■« .died. 
The atone recdfcd-the name of " Long JM*g " 
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aa being, according to auoUwr old ttadilioo, .the 
grare bf the feiDOut giantess " Long Meg of Westr 
■mutter," who lircd i^ HeDr3r VIU.'s reign. ' 

We may oote also the gravea of Pitrre 
CcMTw/ert a. 1776, a French ftmlian Catholic 
Drrine, sodiof Maem Cierxati^ dv 183a, "the 
father of the piaDoferte/' Furthcr'west ia^ 
gTBTc of Sonuiel Flood Jones, M.A.-, d. 1S95, 
for thirty-six years MioiM: Can^, and for 
twenty-five years Precentor of Westminster. 

On the Walls of the West walk are n 



Join BrougkloM, d. 1789, a- famoOB pugilist, 
described here as "Yeoman ofthe Onard."' ' 

DrBuehan,A. 1805, author of "IQomestic 
Medicine." 

WilluanWocUetttA. 178$, the-famous engraver, 
whoae mooumen wa» restored t^ the Chapter in 
1 885, to commemorate the centenary of his death. 

Gtorgi Vtriut, d. 1756, another well-koown 
engraver, and a great .coUeoiDfiof books and 
pictures. Vntue was a iRjoman Ca^lic, and 
liet here near a monk at his ^unilyi 

Two tattlcta commemorate Dr Balaam Cooie, 
d. 179$, organist of I he Abheyy and Jamtt TmrJd, 
d. i88z, the weU-knawn' organist of the AU>ey 
for fifty yean. MrTnrle waspmsent at thrte 
ooronattons, .those ofGeorgfe IV., Williana LV., 
and Queen Victiwnk^ -i-i 

Siamul Poottt'ciie actqr and dnunacist,d. 177^.* 
was bnried here fay torchlighi. Md insciSpiiOt 
marks bis grave. ,. .... 

In tke ^North waUt «x ttM.gfavea of Z)b^<i/ 
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Ravattervft, d. 1 708) on whoK graveatone were 
once imcribed the familiar vords: ""What I 
gave, I have ; what I spent; I had ; wliat I left, 
I lost by not giving it.' 

Rkhard Gtmland, appointed first keeper of the 
Chapter Library in- 16^5-6. A black, ti^t 
with an almost illegible iBMriptiiMi. 

A vAAet to a servaot of one of the prebeadaries 
bears these quaint line* : 

" With diligeoce and trnat moat cxemplarfi 
Did WilUam Lai,ri„ii serve a FrebeDdiry. 
And for hia Paines now put, before not loal, 
Gun'd thti Remembrance at hii Muter'i coat. 
O reMe the«e Lints aguaa ) yeu Bel4ome Sad 
A Servant faithful! and a^aater kind. 
Short Hand he wrote; hii'Flowre in prune did ^e. 
And hasty Death Shun Hand of him hath made. 
Well eovih he NvTjera, and well meaur-ed Land ; 
Thvs dndi he now that Gravnd .whwK.on yov ataod, 
Wherein he. Lies ao OeometrlcaU : 
Art maketh some, but [hya will Nature all." 

In this walk are interred — . - 

Sprangtr Btinj,d. 1777, die actor, Garrick't 
rivd in theparu tS Rombo and Othello. 

jiim Crawford, d. 1 801, a tragic actress, 
Sarry's seEood wife. 

Mrj Gibber, d. 1766, a famoas tragic actress, 
the contemporary of Oarrick and Barry. 

Haa-y tawej, d. i66j, the well - known 
muncian, lies in an annaned grave in the 
cloisters. Lawet composed the anthem for 
Chadea II. 'a coronation, and the tmnt for 
Milttm's " Comus." 

Muiy other persMs are buried or commemor- 
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Bttd in tbf Cloiateriv the greater Dumber beiaf 
conoected with the Abbey and with the WeM< 
minstn icholar*. 

From the Eut lad Sooth walks, a pauage 
bctaeath the ConfMaor'a maMTC Nonnaa Tanlting 
Imii.to the iquare areaded coart known aa ite 
Little Cloister. Thia court ia oomparatiTcly 
modem, and mnda oa the liie of the Monk^ 
Iifirmary, which Was a large teparaie eaubliah- 
ment, with ita Chapd, Cloiuera, and garden. 
"Hither came the proccasioea of the cooveiit 
to aee the aick brethiea ; aad were greeted by 
a blazing fire in the Hall, and long rowa m 
candlea io the ChapeL Here, although not 
oaly here, were condacted the conttsnt Ueedi^ 
of the mookt. Hete, in the Chapel, the young 
mwlu were privately whipped. Here the 
bvalida were aootbed by muaic. Here alao 
lived the aevco "playfellows" (aympecta), the 
name givcD to the elder monka, who, after they 
had ^aiaed fifty yean, in the moaattic profeiaioo, 
were exempted irom all the ordinary reguladona, 
were nerer told anythbg nnpleaaant, and them- 
■elves took the liberty of examining and centur- 
ing eveiytWag." 

The InBrmary waa^bnilt in the twelfth century, 
- and its Chapel, dedicated to St Cadteriae, was 
the. scene of many remarkable ceremonies. 
Epiicopal oonaecfatioos ftequently took place 
here, the mbn interesting one recorded being 
kliat of fit Hngh of Lincoln b 1186. 

.In this Chapel several importaDtChurcfaiooun* 
oila and aMeitiUia were held, notably the synod 
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wfcuih KitDMsed the cooteat &r precedeoee 
between tbe Archbiahopt of Canterbury uidYaA, 
in ii7$i a quarrel which ended by tbe one lecci*'- 
iag the title of ** Piimate o£ *U England," and 
the whier that of " Priinate c^ Englaod." The 
•ccfw' ii tfaiu deacribed in Fuller!a well-known 
pAa^ge e *< A ayoodwa* colled at Weitminetcr, 
thripd|te'a legate fanngpreteattfacreat I onwIxMe 
r^t band lac Richard; Arcbbiahop of Catnei- 
bwy, aa in hii proper f4ace;^whcD ia epringB 
Roger of York, and fisdiDg Canterbury ao seated, 
fairly aiu hhn down . on Canterbury's lap (a 
baby too big to be dandled thereon 1) ; yea, 
Canterfanry'a aerranta ia^lei thia bp-child, 
with a wrtneu, who pluckbil him thence, and 
bnfieted. him to purpose." 

The northern piimatt- alleged tfaac he wu 
thiown dawn by the Biahop of Ely, trampled 
upon, and otherwise maltreated. He ruabed into 
the- Abbey, where he fonnd Henry 'II. heanng 
maaa, showed hi* tan cope, and deneunoed bii 
brolnen of. Canterbury and Elyj Tbe kii^ 
laughed at him, and tite . diapute was finally 
settled. ' 

This oDce beautiful Chape! aood on dx 
nutheis aide of what is now^ie Lnttle Cloister, 
and .was bnilt In the late Norman style. Tbe 
&ial dnnolttum of. "St iKathcryn^s Chapel 
io. the Lease Qoistre" was otdeied is 1570. 
A:few! of ithe' arches are encltHed in' one of the 
modem honsea,; and tb» : fine doonMy may atSI 
be. Mta^i ' (ObMPrey ill ^k Licde Cloister, a 
nnml tsUec to one Thomas £mtth, d. 166344^ 
"5* 
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who, " ttarough y" ^ited raile of the imall- 
pox, Tender'd a pure and un^iotted soul toi 
God.") 

Tie CiapUr-limic. 

A beautiful double doorway io the , Eaic 
Cloitter leads into the venibuU of the Cbapter- 
hoote. Tfaia gracetul outer-vestibul^ which, 
was beneath the old dbnmtoryi u low, and is 
vaulted in two spans. The ancient paTcment ii 
worB by the feet of the monks who for ao many 
centuries passed over it to hold their meetingi 
in the Cfaapter-houee, and bdow this pavement 
lie jiiiot Edwin, the fiieod and adviser of the 
Confessor, the first Abbot who reigned jo the, 
Bcwly- built monastery, HugoBit, Chamberlaip 
aod Treasurer to the Confessor, and the monlc 
SulearJ, first historiaD of the Abbey. 

On either tide of the vestibule i« a door, one 
leading into the Revestry, the other into a room 
dating from the ConfesHM^s time, possibly used 
as a treasury. 

' From the outer Testibule . 3 flight of steps 
leads up to the Chapter-house it*elf. On the 
le& hand, in this inner vestibule, is a window 
erected to the American poet and prose-writer, 
Jamet Ruttell LowtU, d. 1891, author of the 
the &m»us "^glow Pap^rsi" and for .maoy 
years Mmitter of the United Siates in London. 
The window was erected by Lowell's English 
friendt and admirers. B^w the window it a 
commemorative tablet and medallion portrait. 
>5S 
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On the oppodte side of the vestibule is a 
RftnUD sarco^ugns ducovered dnriog sonK ex- 
caratioDS in the North Green of the Abbey 
about thirty years ago. It bears an iascriptioD 
■tating that the (ons of one Valerius Aman- 
dinus made the sarcophagus in memory of their 
father. 

(For further 'infennation on this iotereiting' 
itlit of Roman times, see the accounts giTeo 
by Dean Stanley and Mr Poole, the JMtej 
MaisDO.) 

We novr enter the Cbapten-hoase begon by 
H^ry III. in' ia$o, a building which fully 
ju^tilin the epithet ^ incomparable " apf4ied to 
it by the old chrobider, Mattbev of West- 
minster. The Chapter-hobse stands on a small 
ct^pt, of 'which the internal stnicture is con- 
jectured to belong to the Confeasor's time. This 
crypt was formerly used as the Royal Treasury, 
the Regalia and worea of money being kept there. 
It is of exceedingly massire constructiQn, and is 
tanlted on a central column, like the Chapter- 
house itself. 

A famous robbery of the royil .treasure 
occurred in T303, while Edward I. was en- 
gaged' 'in the ' Scottish ' wars. The treasure 
which tRe king had depomted for the expenses 
of the campaign was all stolen, as well as part of 
the' Regalia. Suniieio'n M\ oa the Conventi 
and the Abbot, wiuifbrty-eight monks, was sent 
to the Towefi ' They were 'released after a long 
trial, during whkh two ofiicialt of the monafr- 
tery were convicted of a share in the crime. 
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After this happeoing, the crypt at Westmiiutei 
was BO longer used as a storehouse for money, 
but the Regalia icaaiacd- here until after 
the RenaratiOD, when it was remoTed, to the 
Tower. 

The main architectural feataresof the Chapter- 
house have already becD mentioned ; it now re- 
mains to speak shortly of its history. 

The original uses of the Chapter-houte are 
thus defined by Abbot Wfire : <* It is the 
Little Howe in which theCooTent meets : to 
consult for its welfare. It is well called the 
Capitulum ( Chapter- house), because it is the 
cupai litium (the head of strife*), for there strifes 
are ended. It is the workshop- of the Holy 
Spirit, in which Uie sons of Ged are gatheied 
together. It is the house of confeuion, the house 
of idiedience, mercy, and forgiveness, the home 
of unity, peace, and tran^illity, where the 
brethren make satisfaction for their .faults." 
' 'It may be noted that on the Angels' wings 
aboTe the Abbot's still are written confiiHo, 
latis/actio, munditia carnii, (mritat meniii. ■ 

The whole convent appears to have met here 
at: least once a week. In the assembly, perfect 
freedom of speech was allowed ; complaints 
might be "made ; ^ults might be confessed. 
The elder monks were flogged at. the central 
pillar, but as we have seen, the chascisement of 
the younger monks took jJacein St Cstherine'a 
Chapel.- ■ ■ I 

' Later on, the Chapter-house became the home 
of the House of Commons, after k« soparatkin 
R ^57 



]K Google 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

from the House of Lord*, and thii arrai^e- 
meot continued until the reign of Henrjr VIII. 
The last time the Commoni gate here was oo the 
day Henry VIII. died, and the last Act pasted 
here was the attainder of the Duke of Norfolk. 
During thoie eTeotful centuries the Chapter- 
house at Westmintter must have witnessed many 
a struggle for the English ideal of civic and 
reli^oos libeny. 

In the year 1 54CS the Abbey was dissolTed, 
and the Chapter-bouse became national property. 
In I ^47, the Commons moved to the Ch^id ol 
St Stephen w the Palace of Westnunster, and 
the Chapter-bouie was afterwards used by the 
GoTeramcnt as a Public Record Office. The 
interior was divided into two stories^ and was 
filled with unsi^nly galleries and chestSi which 
once contained DtMnesday Book and many other 
treasure* of Engli^ history. 

In 1865, the State papers were removed to 
the Rolls House, and it was strongly l^t that 
the Chapter-house should, if possible) be restwed 
to its first beauty and stateiinesi. Under the 
auspices of Mr Gladstone, then Chancellor of 
the Exchei^uer, and of Mr Cowper, First 
Commissioner of Works, a sum for that 
purpose was granted by Parliament, and the 
work was at once undertaken by Sir Gilbert 
Scott. 

The t^ roof had been taken down as niinoos 
in 1741:1, and had to be rebuilL The windows 
have been restored after the pattern of one which 
' i intact, and are filled with stained 
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glaw 34 a memoria] to the Utf D/em Stanjeyt 
and ID accordance with a Khenw diawn up by 

The wall-pa!otioga are mucl^ defaced, but 
what remaina of them is very interesting. Those 
on the caattn wall ure at the fnuneeath centoiy, 
aed lepreseat ovur Locd seated, (» l^ Tbroqe, 
wttK His haoda held up to show the sacred 
wounds, while •erapbim Mud rourid about Him. 
OaVttier ode are tttrongs of cbenibini and 
•eraphim, and the nichei immediately right and 
left of the ceocre have large nx-winged cberubira, 
almMti of faumaa si2e<t The feathers of their 
wings have peacocli's eyot,, id ajlunwi to the 
woidSf " TJiey are £)JI of efea withtfi,'' and. on 
the wings of one cherub are written «be ottan 
of Christian virtueti The whole picture, is W]H 
posed to reprosent tha secotid Advent. 

The rest of the punUngS are aC later date, the 
subjects beisi| taken from the Apocalyp«e. Th^ 
were executed (Jiiefly by John of N«rthaB)p(0H( 
who was a monk here.. 

The glass cases in the Chapter-house costain 
many priceless reUc4 of by-gone day*. . 

Here may be seen the {reat :Mis«d preunted 
t» the Abbey by Abbot.. Litliqgtiin, with it4 
gorgeoua illuminations j also a spleadtdlf .bound 
book ti indentures bftwecn Heory V |I. and the 
Abbey of WestmiDsier, concerning pra^iers to b*t 
said for himaelf wd his family duripfl ^^ '^ 
and after theirdeatb. , .,■,!, . , 

Another glass case contains a Dumbqr ,0^ 

Cl«rter» gcaoted, tOp U>e Abbpy', fiwft the time 
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of the Saxon Uiigg onwards. Many iatemdng 
Kali may also be itudied. 

The Chapter lAbrarj 

Along the eastern side of the Gtoiitert wa« 
the great dorinhorT' of the monks, vfaicfa con»> 
mnnicated with the Abbey by means of a gallery 
ranning through the Reve«try, and -a sbair whkh 
deKended into die South l^nsept, where wai 
the ancient Chapel of St Blaise. - The monks 
thai hid direct accem to the Abbey for the night 
services. The substructure ai' the dontutory 
belongs mainly to the Confessor's building, and 
■till renuioB. The dormitory itself is now 
dinded into the Great School and the Chapter 
Library. The ordinary entrance to the dor- 
mitory was by the door to th« East' Cloister, 
immediately south of the Chapter-honse restibule, 
and this doOr is Oow used for the Wanrj, which 
is a Itar^ ' lofty room with a §ne roof. The 
early monastic library was- des|)dtM'of most of 
its treasure* in the reign of Edward VI., when 
a destruction of "laperatitiom Tolumes" was 
ordered. Dean Goodman, itt'Eltttabeth's reign, 
began to form B Itbraryj and presented some 
bofllcs, bat the present lilx'ary tiwtfr its begtoning 
to Dean 'Williams {i&ao-i644), who fitted it 
up at^hie own CM, and' gdre m^y valuable 
bboktand manuacr^. Mitch c£ ^tm mltec- 
tion was unfortunately dettroyed by^i« in 
(694; •'■■ ' ■ ■■-■ ^ ■■: 1 

'A pdrtrat of Dean WilHama (who was alia 
■^a^So 
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Lord Eeepei: of thf Great Seal) bapga ov«;-tbe 
Gieplace. 

Thi Cbapd <f the Pyx ■ 

The Ch^pet of the Pyx is eo called from the 
"pyx," or box contaibing the standard piece* 
of gold and silver coin of ihe realm, which are 
uaed for testing the accuracy of the current 
cajnage. Thi«"pyx," or box, has now been 
r^ipoved to the Mint, but haa left its name to 
this ancient cliapel, which occupies two bays of 
the Confessor's building in the substructure of 
the dormitory. 

; A massive stone door, with seven locks, and 
lined with human skins, leads from the East 
Cloister into this chapel, which was formerly the 
monastic treasury. 

" Hither were broiight the most cheri^ed 
possessions of the state. The Regalia of the 
Saxon monarchy ; the Black Rood . of St 
Margaret ('the Holy Cross of Holyrood') 
from Scotland ; the 'Crocis Gneyth ' (or Cross 
of St Neot) from Wales, deposited' here by 
Edward I. ; the Sceptre or Rod of Moses j 
the Ampulla of Henry IV. ; the sword with 
which King Athelstane cut through the rock at 
Dunbar; the sword of Wayland Smith, by 
which Henry II. was knighted ; the sword of 
Tristan, presented to John by the Emperor ; 
the dagger which wounded Edward I. at Acre ; 
the iron gauntlet worn by John of France when 
taken prisoner at Poitiers." 
2&J 
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So layi Deab Stanley. It 'u potrible, how- 
ever, that gome of these treatum may hare been 
depoiited in the Chapter-hoase crypt, which, as 
we MW before, was the Rofal Treasury. 

. The door of the Chapel of the Pyx may only 
be dpeaed in prewnce bf certain omcers of the 
Government, or their refiresentatiTes. 

Tho Je«>el-/foutt - 
South of the Chapter-houte stands an old 
Kjnare tower,'built in the time of Richard II., 
on a site purchased from the Abbey by Edward 
ril, in the last year of his reign. This tower 
was at one time used as the king's jewel-houae ; 
it then became a depoaitory for Records aod 
Acts of Parliament, until these were removed to 
the grander Victoria Tower in i86,j. 

Not &r from the jewel-house stood the 
"Anchorite's House," or cell bf the hermit 
who formed part of the monastic community. 
This hermit was, in successive generations, 
consulted by Henry III., Richard II., aod 
Henry V. 

After the Dissolution, the "Anchorite's 
'House " waa leased to a bell-ringer appointed 
by the Princess (afterwards Queen) Elizabeth. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

i DEANERY, JERUSALEM CHAMBEK, 



" The shadow of a great rock in a weary land." 



AS we entET the Cloiitert from the wen, i.^ 
'^ from Dean's Yard, an archway to the left 
leadi into the quadrangle of the Abbot'i house, 
of which part ii now the Deanery. The Abbot'i 
house, his " Place " (or palace), as itwai called, 
was built by Abbot Litlingum in the reigna of 
Edward III. and Richard II., and was after- 
wards added to by Abbot Islip in the time of 
H«wy VII. 

The «AW)ot*8 Place" was in oW daysc^fcd 
« Cheyney Gates Manor," from the practice of 
drawing a chain across the gate at the Cltnster 
entrance. (An old chaia-gate remains at Wdl*, 
and the name survives in "St Psal's Chain," 
and in die C%eyney Coart at Wincbefcer.) 
363 
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Letters patent of Henry VIII. in ij^i 
endow the newly-erected bishopric of Wwt- 
minster with certain lands and tenements, in- 
cluding the houK conunooly called " Chenygats," 
the residence of the late Abbot of Westminster. 
Here Bishop Thirlby li»ed until the suppret- 
aioo of the see of Westminster in 1550, when 
the house was given to Lord Wentworth. It 
was used again as the Abbot's house when the 
monastery was restored by Queen Maty, and 
became the Deanery of Queen Elizabeth's 
Collegiate Church. During the Commonwealth 
the house was leased to John Bradshaw, who 
died here in 1659. 

The most fcmous, parts of the present Deanery 
are the celebrated Jerusalem Chamber and College 
Hail, built by Abbot Littington aa wichdrawing- 
room and refectory for the Abbot's bouse. 

An earlic " Jerusalem Chamber " is usQally 
sapposed to bare stood on or near thia same 
site, and the name is said to be derived fiom 
tapestries represenung the history of Jerusalem 
with which the walls were hung. 

The first hiitorical reference to. (his £im«us 
room is, probably, the account of Heniy IV.'e 
death given in an old chronicle which states 
that the king, relying on a deceptive prophecy> 
was prep«rbg t» set out for tlte Holy City 
of Jeniaalem, hot, seized with mortal illness, 
died .here at Westminster in a chamber called 
Jerusalem, so fulfilling the vain pr^iction. 

Fabyan, in his well-inown account of Henry 

IV. *s deadi, speaks of the king's preparation for 

264 



THE DEANERY, ETC. 

the joumeyito Palettite, and then teUs ut — '*but 
after the feest of Chriatenmasae, wbyle he ww 
fuakyng has prayen at Seynt Edwardee ^ryne^ 
to take there hb leve, and (O to >pede hyro upon 
his iournayej.he beoame so Bfhe,j' such as wCre 
aboute hym, feryd that he wolde have dyed 
right there;, wherefore they, for hia comforte, 
hare hyminto the Abbottes plate, and lodged 
hym in a cfaambeti aod there upoo a paylet^ 
layde hybn before the fjK, where he )aye:ia 
great agony a certayne of tyme. At leagthj 
wiien be was comyn to htntelft, dm knowynge 
where he wai, he ireyD^d'(iV& asked). of suthe 
as then were aboute hym, whatplace that wat} 
tfaewhich thewyd to hym that it beloogyd unto 
y< Abbot of Westmyitner ; and for he lelte 
hymaelf lo aylce, he commauaded' to aike if Utat 
^aqibre had any specyal) Dame; whereanto it 
was aniweryd that it was named Jherutalenii 
Than layde the kynge, *Lo«ynge (pnute) be 
to tbe Fader of Heoeni for nowe I Imowe I 
shall dyo'in this chambre, according to- y*. .pr»- 
^Kcye of me befbresaydi that I shalde Ajel i 
JenuBlem ; and ho after he made hymielf redy, 
and dyed shortly after." 

The whole scene, as given by Shakspeare, 
togMher with tbe famous 'tory of Henry V^ 
lemoring the crown, is too ^miliar bo mtd more 
thui an allusion. Tbos these predncta witnessed 
not only the death of Henry IV., but ^bo the 
"iCODTersion " of Henry V., who "before y" deth 
of his fader, applyed hym unto ail vyce and inso- 
lency, and drewe nnto hym all ryotttius and 
.6; 
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wyldc dyspowd pertoiu ; bat aAer he was ad- 
mitted to the rule of tbe lande, anone awl 
lodajiriy he became a aewe man aod touTsed al 
that rage and w^dnes ico toberneiie, and wyae 
ndiK«e, and the ryee ioea cOfUnt vcrtoe." 

The Jerotalem Chaiaber ww reffiored and 
dMorated by Lord Keeper Williams, Dean of 
WeMmi aster, whoi in 1624, gave a siJeDdid 
faenqaet here to the French Ambanadors, in 
hoDKir of C^arin I. 'a marriage with Henrietta 
Mafia of Franoe. The carved heads on either 
mAe of the ttately nuMel-piece repreaent Chailea 
and hit bride. The Aaaembly of Dinnea met 
hen in 1643, and the room has since been used 
for manjiii^rtant meetiBgi, the most intereatiag 
of late yean being dwae of the Reviaort of the 
Old and New Teataiumts. The JeroaaJeni 
Chamber alto tems the purptae (^ Ch^nei- 
houK. The nam is thircy-iix feet long by 
eighteen wide. It has two pointed windows 00 
the wm, and one large window on the nortlt, 
in which sonie fragraenta of thirteenth century 
glass remain. The tapestries are mostly of tlte 
time, of Henry VIII., and formerly hiuig in the 
Choir. 

■In this room has been placed a beautiful 
piece of thirteenth century decoration, which is 
pncrally soppoied to have been the retafanhm 
or renedos or the BBcieat ii^ altar. Ahboagh 
much' 4lamaged by time and exposure, enoogh 
remains to show the graceAd <leagn, and the fine 
execution of the work. 

In the central compartment is the figuie of 
x66 
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our Lord as Creator ; on hk right U the Virgia 
Mary, od his left St John. The mott perfect 
figure of all u that of St Peter, which occapiet 
the lait corapartmeDt on the right aide. 

The smaller pictures which Btill remain te- 
BTeHnt the Raising of Jarios' Dai^bter, the 
Kettoring Sight to the BKad Mas, and the 
Feeding of the Fire Thoutanrd. 

The College Hall, boilt as a refectory ty Abbot 
LitliogtoD, IB now used as a dining-haU by the 
Weatminater scholars. It is a fine, lofty room, 
with pointed windows, and a minstrels' gallery 
at the SDUthem end. A tradition atatea that 
the niatsive ehettnut-wood tables were made oot 
of the wrecked ships of the Spanish Armada, 
and presented to the school by Queen Eliz^ieth. 
Until quite modem days, the hall was warmed 
in mediEcral ^hion, by a braaier in the centre, 
the smoke escaping by a h^ in the roof. 
Before the erection of the Church House, tKe 
College Hall was used for the meetings of the 
Lower House of Coavacatiaa. 

A smaller room, called the " Jericho Parlour " 
forms a kind of ante-room to the Jemsalem 
Chamber and College Hall. It was probably 
bnilt in Abbot Islip's time, and ie finely pandled. 
There are interesting fragmeius of old glass in 
the wibdow. 

The "Abbot's Place" was the scene of man 
irrtererting historical events. Here, in the Abbot s 
" Long Chamber," the noUes who coiMpired to 
reinstate Richard II. are said to hafc met. 
Here AUxit Millyng received Queen Elizabeth 

.67 
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WoodvtUe when «1k took OBCtuary at West- 
miiutcr in t^yd. Cartain cooma id the Deaneiy 
areiKiUcaUed the " Woodnlle rooins." 

The Deanery was theicone of aaother con- 
tfinof in. tiie tky> af Dean Atterbury. Id a 
Mu]l, biddai nnni just abore the Ubraiy 
(dalled "AttetUuys Chamber") the Dean ia 
raid to have plotted in (v/oxa.ot the joiatg Pre- 
Ictider, -''Jaoies III.,'' ikI was iraprisooed for 
his share in the proceedings 

T%e Santtoarj 

Iq eU days Westminster) in.commoa with 
inuiy other great rejigious houses in England, 
pOASCtaed i1k right of Sanctuary. This right 
prcfasMd to be founikd' on cWters of King 
Ludut) iSnd ia taid to have been revised by 
Sebeit, land coofinned by the Confessor. As 
night naturally be oxptcted, this priTiI«ge brought 
about gpeatabttses; and made the whole neighbour- 
hood a refuge for every, sort and kind of unsatis- 
factory fi)Ik who hadreacona for desirine to dee 
froto jueticfr find " to take Westminster, ' as the 
pfajraSe ^an. Bijt, .Os Dean Stanley sayt — "if 
dftch tb; Teaen of vice, it .wa» sometimes the 
tefiige. of iDnocease," and in those rough days, 
there was doubtless a brighter aide (o the 

inititurioDi '< 

: Aa.we haive already seeD) Elizabeth Wood- 
ville twice tookjjefoge here— oooe in l470^aad 
again im l^Sj. ' 
' Id ItucEidays, it .Was found nettifiil to curbil 
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the priWiege, aad after iboDg severely rMtricted 
by Queen Elizabeth, the right of Snnctuary 
waa' finally abolUhed by Jainea I. 

The Sanctuary toweri which stood on the 
preient site of Westminster Hospital, wu<a Mty 
ancient Nonnan fortress, built of Kentish rag- 
stone, and containing two cruciform chapels, 
one over the other. The ininaies were expected 
to attend service in these chapels. 

The door of the lower chardh was plated with 
iron; the esplanade on the top was paved with 
flat stones, and had many tenementa built upon 
it, "which, no doubt, yielded good rents from 
the unhappy persons obliged to five .there 'fbjr 
life." 

This building was finally demolished about tbt 
middle of the last century, and so solid Vas iu 
construction, that 'a contempbiary description 
says — "no rock could be harder," 

At the western-end of TrithiW Strtet stood 
the Gatehouse, or prison' of , the moflastery, 
built in the reign of Edward III. by Waltei' dt 
Warfield, Cellarer of the Abb^y. It <JonsiatM 
of two gates with' rooms over'-'them. ''The 
southern entrance led ititb' wh'ai^ is iow (ii-estt 
Dean's Yard,'and wds bsed as a prison'for 
felons. The rooms over the raatero g^e i*efe 
the Bishop of London's prison for conTicted 
dergy and for Romab Catholic 'TecuisaDt>>^ The 
Gatehouse was pulled down in ^^^'&. The 
169 
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ttott fanwui pritoDera confined within iu walls 
were Sir Widur Ra^gh, who tneat here the 
night before bis execatiofl, Sir JiJm Eliat, John 
Hampden, anil Rkhmrd Ltntelate, the CvraHer, 
wba hNC wrote hit wetl-bnown linct — 

■' Stone walie do not a priion make, 

Nor Iron bars a cage ; 
^fiall> innciccnt and quiet take 

That for sn hermitage. 
If 1 have freedom In my loie. 

And in my soul am free, 
AngeU alone, that aoar above. 

Enjoy <»ch liberty." 

IMljt the aUrologer, Pe^y-i, the indefkugable 
diarin, Sir Geoffrey Hudion, the dwarf, and 
Savage, the poet, were all imprisoned in the 
Gatehouse at ranous times. 

We ha»e now passed, io rapid review, the 
paints of chief interest in and about the Abbey 
of Westniioster. The School, which is so 
closely connected with it, haa already been ably 
described by one ftilly equipped for the task, and 
needs only a passing reference in these pages. 

Both Abtxy and School are hoary with 
antiquity, and rich in glorious memories of the 
past. Those to whom Westminster is d^ar may 
tmat that in our larger national future the words 
of the old legend, nuy be fiilfilled: "There 
shall be no leas thao the House of Go^ and the 
Gates of Heaven." 



' "O pny fbl the pcsec of Jenualeoa: Aey itiall 
proiper.clMt loTB tbee." 
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